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Thi£ book vmTUn tor cliec umt ntiliiary penoimel and 
ftcudoiM *A military history. It was not imcodcd for use by any- 
one whose aim or wish is co overthrow the United Swtet gov* 
enunenr or any other gf»vernmcni by force or any other meana, 
nor was it inrended lor use aa a demoliikm* manual. Conspiring, 
planning, or auempeing to ovcnhrrw the VS. government by 
force or ocher violent n^eana, and the illegal use or nuHise of 
explosives or booby craps, ere serious enmes with harsh punish- 
ment for those cotweted. The author, publisher, and disrribu 
tors of this book ^iisdaim any rcsponsiWlity for the use or misuse 
of any information presented herein. This is firr aaidemic 

study only. 
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As I write chjv> I am on my uiy to yet another rebellion 
against tyranny, this one in iong-snlTering .^bania, gjice the mosr 
xenophobic of hard-core Communist nations. Alter completing 
i\\c .Albania missiun, [ will head stiuth to the Hark Conbnent to 
report on the irouWes in '4aifc. Thoughts of foese, my most 
recent rebellions, as vvcll as dozens of others I have seen, luve 
caujud me to coiMder d>c role of the guerrilla in chc birth of 
counilewnadons— indoding America— as wdl as In ihe lihcradon 
of inoumemhle peof^cs trum oppressive gowrn merits, military' 
juntas, and tui-pot diciarors. Still, most |nierrilU-led rebel liixis tail 
miserably*. So the questions ihar any erne >vho has an inieresr in 
rebellions (or etpecn ro be involved in one; mu«t ask arc, why do 
they fail and how can a guerrilla movement succeed? 

T!ie answers to thwc questions are rhe whole point of this 
remarkable book, wlikh is rise dnt truly practical, hard hictinc 
jnanual on how to establish, equip, train, and siiccessliilly 
employ 4 guemlla anic. Make no mistake about it, GuemUas in 
the Mrris the “bible” of guerrilla warfare. 

I first became awodaied wirh Gunnery Sergeant Bob 
NevnnaD, Uii-Mc: {Retired), when he wrote his tit>t article for 
SoidUr /if FnrtHtu bade in 1991. shortly after hi< return hum the 
I'errian Ckilf War. where he served with a highly i.iecorated Marine 
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infancrv battalion » a plattx‘>n sergeant. (He is now SOF% con- 
tnbming editor for Gulf War Vc^o^ans Aflain»,) Ilis direrse back- 
ground in the Corp«s which irududes toon in rccun (airborne- and 
comtwi -diver quahfied), as an instruaof ar the notorious Navy 
SEKE School in Mainc> Landing Force Traininji Command 
(PadticL ;md the catcemerf Staff’ NoncommisnWd Officer 
Acadcniy at Camp Gdger (where be was the chief warfigbtiDg 
jiifirructor tor the , Advanced Course), and in berth the Coq»* 
Marine Amphibious Unit iMAU) and Marine Expeditionary 
Unit* Special Operations (Capable (MEU-SOC) bank configura- 
tions, makes hint uniquely siiiali Red to wiitc this hoc*. As you may 
be aware, I choose rhe places w'herc my wnricn wt>rd« land very 
cars fully, and tbi»^ the latest of the gunn/s bodts in a long, 
impressive list of than, is as secure an LZ as there U. 

Read this book from sran to finish, midv* ir, listen to the 
gunny’s wtirds of wisdom, and wir will stand a much impriwcd 
chance of coming away from the tight wnih the smcil of ricron* 
on your uniform. 

— I.r. Col. Robert K. Browo, USAR (Ret.) 

PubUshcr, SvUitr tf htrmnt 
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As is guerrilla wartarc, wriimg a liook is a joint ctfurt. 
Throijgli iheif insight, cacocal c.spcrtise, comprehension of oper 
adonol art, and esprit dc corps, Maiincs like Colonel Kevin 
Conry, Colonel J.L. Clark, I.ieurcnant Colonel John Bass, 
lienrenam CVdoncl LW. Muih 111, Major Keith Kelly, Major 
Pryan .McCoy, 1st Scigcaiu BraJ Dehuter, 1st Sergeant Gwirge 
Misko. 1 m Set^e^ni Rick Pciow. Master Sergeant Roi^ Wendt, 
<*iuniKfy Sergeam left’ C^^roihers, Ctunncry Sergeant Joe Gill, 
ami Giiiinery Sergeant '*Lmi** Gregory, u well as profcssionnl 
sailors like Commander Koh Fant. Commander Tim Sullivan, 
and Ma.ster Chief Petty Oiticer Tom Keith, all had a hand m this 
work. Nor wv>uld any of ihii hav-c been possible without the 
^:ehnieal expertise and attenrion to detail of my ei.titor, Karen 
Pocheri; publisher, Peder Lund; editorial directtir, Jeo Ford; 
pcoolcr, Donna DuVall; art director, Fran Milner; art designer 
Barb Beasley; and the people wiiom writers oltcn fbcgei lo rec- 
ognise. without whom not a siji^e book eould be sold: the ship- 
|>ii 45 ctew (11m I’Xyrendahl, Mike Kerr, Qihs K\jhn, Ray Lyman, 
Susan Newmam Sash, nnd Dan .Stone], sales and marketing 
directors f Wendy Apps and Tina Mills, rc^ctrvdy], video pro- 
duction manager (Mike Tanich), chief tifiancial officer [Dana 
Roecrsl, and die cxperr.s In die ffom office (He\'erly Bayer, 
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Windd Binncct, Tom Liidla>v» V.mdy Nolrin^;, ManJyn Ransun. 
and Paula Granu). 

Thanks alsca ro Ucutcnant C<^rxKl Bob Bwvn forprcs5- 
mg OQ. 

And, as always, my thanks to Susan. 



GrTFtlRULAi .** Till MIM 
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baw only cftmt h^rt seeki*if kno^pleilfir, thi^^r itKy vpoulii not 
rtath me of in toU^. • 

—Sting 





Wl>cn tbc oticy o( I liro^liinu and Naga&aki Nvcnt up in nia^« 
Avc iu\U offvMon, mojiccadng and far ally rodiaring Kundrc^l« ut' 
chou^aods ot |a|)anc$c in lialc more than m il^sranr, the wcjrld 
eaaped io shock ami wonder Military strategUts did too, and 
many became immediate coiuenpts co die belief that warfare a» 
we knew ii had ju5t come to a KreecJnt^g iialr. 

They couldn’i have been nnire wrong 

A quick look around ihe world today more than tijlfa ceiv 
tury later— relh u$ that, but for technology, war has changed lit- 
tle unce tho^ lioi August dayx in 1V45, and rhe guerrilli has 
somehow managed cu remain firmh* entrenched iji seemingly 
eouDticA hanleRcId^ arourui the glol>e. wirh Australia and 
Antarctica being die only rwo cemdnenta that do t^ot have gucr 
rilb warf> going <m. As has been the asc since the fir>t govern* 
ment waa cscabUslied thousands of yean ago, ryrarit^ and tyran- 
nical gmx-mments are as commonplace aa invaiimg armies, and 
ciiizens aru stHI growing tired of being spat upoa by tJiose who 
sec them a» nothing more than exploitable assets who arc pow- 
erless cn do anything about their plight. 

1*41 ter (he gusurilJa, 

A guctnlla war is a w'ar of the people, and. as such, it is one 
(hat can be waged by the proverbial average citizen who has had 

lMTKU:3UCriOM 
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enough iivix and has decided to do something aboul it from 
The shadows of the forest and ^N-scrapen. Armed with rifles, Ex- 
tols, shotguns, and machine guns — all of which can be garnered 
by raids on govemntent ouiposEs— and, a cache of 

cxE^losivcs, the people come together to form a guerrilla band 
imcni on treeing themselves of the chains of oppression tx dri- 
ving off a hoard of murderous mvaders. 

In the darkness of night, four men ambush a military vehidc 
b>' making if appear that their car has broken down in the middk 
of the road and chev need asastancc. The truck, diey know, has 
just left an amntunicioti depot aiui is filled W’iih machine guns and 
iTJachine gun ammunition, plus several crates oi antiiank mines. 

\ gvicrrilli war has begun. 

nils scene U bcitig played out almost daily somewhere b the 
world, bur only a small, select pcrceiuagc of guerrilla movemeno 
ever anain rhdr goal. The reasons are many, bur each ahw 
comes back to mistake made and actions n« taken h>' the guer« 
riUas because the\' simply didn't undci^tand the myriad intrica- 
des d' a guerrilla war and how to wage one succcsstully. The 
Chechens, minuccmen. Aft;han muphadecn. Victcong (VC!), 
Saiidinistas, Red Chinese, and Israelis all understood the h)nnu- 
la needed for the conduct of a fruitful guerrilla war, but far mow 
groups did nor and tell by the wayside with bullets In rheir heads. 

That is the reason Ita* this book. 

tn my many years of service as a Marine. 1 somctifDes tbuml 
myself either helping to train a guerrilla force or trying tu crush 
one. Today, 1 «m retired from the Corps but .still see guerrilla 
forces around the world lighting Ibr freedom against corrupt 
governments or Invading armies And in today's hel ter skelter 
world society, there is simply no iclliivg where the next guerrilla 
war is gi^g to break mu. Tomorrow might see your country— 
tlie country you love— im^ded by a pewettui and deadh' army; 
you will liivc to fight thesn in the street, fieWx, forests, and 
alleys. Or perhaps your right* will be stripped from yen finally by 
a criminal EXjHtician and his henchmen, and you will suddenly 
find yourself m pitched battle.s against hired guns masquerading 
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js railiiary men. Whatever the case, you arc going to have ro 
know the ins and ouc of a guerrilla war if you expect to be vL- 
lorious. This hook will help you. 

Here you will learn cvcryriimg you need to knmv in a book 
that .sets down principles based upon thousands ol years of guer- 
rilla tvarfarc and demons! rates how those pnucipics are made 
even more uxcful by abiding by .Mao's I'hrcc Rules and Eight 
Remarka for dealing with the civilian populace, which follow: 

RULES 

• All actions arc subject to ci.^mnnd. 

• Do not ueni from the people. 

• Re neither sclfista nor un]a<t. 

REMARKS 

• Replace rhe door when you leave the house. (Doors were 
remove^t and used as bed* on iiut summer nights iti China.) 

• Roll up the bedding on wfiich you have slept, 

• Be councous. 

• Ik honest in y<iur cracaacQons. 

• Return wbdt you Isorrow. 

• lUplacc what you break. 

• Do not bathe m the presence of women. 

• Do not without authority search the pocket bor>ks of those 
voii arrest 

In the coming chiq>tm yoM will Icam hosv to do the following: 

• tuc mines and booby traps 

• plan, set, and execute an a in hush 

• develop and use Icadcnhip principles 

• fidderaft to increase your combat power 

• demonstrate sound leadership trai& 

• fight in an urban cnviromnciit 

iMj Au.>urnoM 
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» utilize thL* piindpies of dau trani; 

• select the beat cjfplosivc tur ihe jol^ 

• build and use runnels and undc^TOund bunker syMCiti* 

• handle and cxpluh pnsnrtcre 

• operate ai nig^t with great success 

Hurtl’icr, you will assimilate coiMtilew other skills lo conduct a 
winning guerrilla war. 

You will also Icam, through detailed accounts, how guerril- 
las of the past Itavc become victorious* a» wdl as how to avouJ 
the (uistikci made by those who have gimc bclbre you. 

Now ym arc about to hcoMTK one of the GutniUos in ihe Misf> 
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^StnnH and fau ttx bounds afbeU* 

— ViiiiMU f'rke in Tacksvn's *ihnUtfr” 

Tbe sounds of rite humid jungle night lilled the little man^ 
cars and head as lie made hU way silcndy througli rhe under- 
story; his ban: feet feeling their uay across the kaf litter as qui- 
etly as a cenhpedeV. He knew diis jungle well — kiKW each tree, 
each shrub, each bird, each hu. each lizard; the jungle was his 
home. With hia dark skin and curly black hair, he was nble to 
blend imo liis surroundingi, and bis fluid, easy movements 
made him seem c&ore like just anodter animal under the canopy 
than i man. Hurthisaninul was more cunning than many of the 
others, and be moved with a scok of purpose and urgency, and 
revenge, a concept none of the orher jungle inhabitants knew. 
And this small, black man had a name given to him by bis par- 
ents. Vouza. lacob Vouza. 

Stopping boddc a tree cloaked in vines of various widths, 
Vouza grasped them with gnarled bands and scampered up the 
tree much like a monkey, quickly reaching the lower edge of the 
canopy and disappcacing uito the leaty branches. A moment 
later, bad you been a bird, you could have seen his shining eyes 
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peering front the crrrwTL of the tree abovx the canopy and dwit 
onto the large stdrid of palms below, just into tbc liimeriand that 
Uv beyond the MDfify rushing surf. ck>udi scurrying <«*ct- 
hcjc1 parted then to ret'eal a brilliant full moon hanging in the 
tropical night sky, bathing the palm grove In lunar light. Vog?^’* 
eves took in the sccik, and his quick mind etched the iDforma- 
lion into hii brain forever— the number of men. hosv their 
weapons were emplaced, the layout of then* pen meter, \vhick 
movement, ewrsthing. fhen he dithered back down the tree 
and disappeared. 

The little man scurried quietly back through rhe jungle In 
the general direct ion from which he had come but avoided trac* 
ing his steps exactly; he knew that the men he was spying on may 
have seen him pass the first time, so he avoided the same route 
iVInrc chan an hour passed betbre be reach wl his desh nation, a 
tinv, hidden cavv watli an opening barely e,idc enough for a thin 
man co crawl through, an opening concealed by' a dense patch of 
vegetation. Slipping thrmi^i the brush, he jiwsclewly emcnxl 
the c.wc and was met just made the entrance by a set of eyes in 
the darkness— eyes beiemeang to anodter man holding a pbiol. 

••Martin,'' Voum said softly in broken English tainted with 
the dialect of tire islands, “I find diem ** A slight smile appeared 
below the second set of eyes, 

“You always da, facob, my friend. You always do,* Martin 
Clemens replied as he nodded m the blackncwoftbe damp cave, 
his accent thick with duwii under. “And what has'c you goi for 
your old Auisie friend loniidit, mate?* 

I'lic Ciuadilcanal natKc then proceeded to describe in detail 
svhat he had seen on his miMion Clemens recorded ihc infor- 
mation in his hcsui for relay to die -Allied Forecs hcadquancrcd 
in Purl Moresby, New' Guinea. the secret radio a commander 
by the name of Kne Fddt bad given him three year? carikf in 
iy39 for just such an occasion. The c hi leal intclli^nce recch-cd 
by the Allies helped them the plans leading to the U.S. Marii>e 
invasion of the island of Guadalcanal rn the Solomon Islands in 
August of 1942. 
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.A week aitrr the icathemecks wormed ashore to camuience 
one of the bloodiest Jigiits in their 167-year history'. Martin 
Clemens, accompanied by his trusty native scout, reported to the 
.Marine commander on the island, .Ma). Gen, Alexander 
Vandegrift. Vandegrift cited both men for heroism and learned 
that V^niza had once been captured by the hated Japanese, rnr- 
rured, bayoneted, and kfr fix' dead Rut the hardy islander was 
anything but dead, and he soon crawled off into the jungle sind 
evcmually recuperated undo* the care of Clemens. His contin- 
ued guerriUj aaiviues with Clemens were his way of paying the 
Japs back Ibr the countless arrnciries they had commiued upon 
his people. The Marines awarded Vouna the SiKcr Star, For 
decades co come, the Marina continued to pay their respects at 
every opportunity to .**eig;cani Major Vouiia, a red red member of 
the Solomon Islands Coiutahulary. The Mannes kne\v one 
tou^ guerrilla when they ww one. He died peacefully many 
yean later, ebe news ofhb passing causing Marines around the 
globe to pause, bow their heads, and remember. 

THE HATRED SYNDROME 

Man is one of die few' cream res on thus pardculiir planet that 
u known to have emonons. with other advanced sinuans such as 
chimpanzees and gonlias being the most ooted for showing this 
trait ;w1u<h is well documented thaj'ib to the works of such 
anchrup^ik^eal luminaries as Dr. Jane Goodall), and it is pre* 
cisely tl^U trait that the guerrilla has relied on Ibr well over the 
past two millennia to stific and confound innumerable foes 
(starting with, insofar as recorded history teds us, Darius's S12 
H.C. invarioo <d* cunvni-day Romania^ where then dwelled a 
iiumadic, uvage people known as die Scythiinx who employed 
guerrilla 'tactics to thw'art Dariics'b attempts to subdue them). 
One of ll>e strongest and most causative of emotions— a deep* 
'catcik fotcring hatred of whomcv'cr the would-be giicchlia sees 
as an invader or unworthy and repugnant pcilitical cmiry — is 
<»ften the single move powerful catalyst to his becoming a gucr* 



THt BoMt-GSOWN G'.f ASlLi.fl 



rilia and being ss-illiDg lo cany^hc as loDg as il ukes 

to realize victory over hi» oppressor This is whai Sgt. Ma]. Jacob 
Voviza wit in heart for the savtige Japanese in>*adcis who tor- 
rured arui tormented his normally peace lu I people, and his rage 
allowed him to perform superhuman teats Mjch as surviving what 
should have been monal bayorKt thrusts lo the abdomen. And 
it is this emotitm that sod n>akes the guerrilla, when led bv con^- 
perent and devoted leaders, willing to do almost anythinu to 
\vm, posing a serious dircat to those be r^>|WKcs. 

AN ANCIENT ART 

But hatred isn’t the only factor invr>lvcd in laying the 
groundw'ork for a successful gucrnlla eaicpaigiv A practical 
knosviedge of history -not w much the who did what 
but more the who did w'hat bow' and why (the guerrillas* tacti- 
cal or opcratiunal esunuie of the smiaaoiir^s also demanded 
of the guerrilla who is bent on winning at all <o$l. Virtually 
every successful guerrilla leader of any import in the past xwo 
centuries has been a xtudem of the bj$i«»ry of guerrilla warfare, 
with names like Ho CKi .Mmh, .Ma*> Zedong* Hniiieis Marion, 
l^idel C^wtro, Daniel Ortegii. f.b.. I^wrcnee. and Vo Nguyen 
Clap representing only a tiny bandfu) of those who hasv come 
to see vicKiry through the eyes of the gucmlia warrior { l>onT 
concern yourself with these examples being enurely 
Communist but for Marion and Lawrence; ihe wise guerrilla 
doesn’t allow the diatii$tcful political orientanon of key figures 
in guerrilla warfare history to taim his devotion to his cause.) 
Given this, it ia im porta nr that we examine I he miliraty art 
demonstrated hy selected tnumphanr guerrillas. Once you 
know w'ho did what, and why, to win the day, you will be able 
to sec the battle before ii happens. And even baule you right 
as a gueriiiia will have been fiuiglu i^forc, albeit in some other 
place at some other time, but the tacncal situation will be 
remarkably similar to some earlier contest between I wo sworn 
enemies. 
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TVolea, 1809: 

TVo Innkeepers, a Priest, aiKl a Peasajit 



A sea <^\oiurful alpine Hovs’ers danced in the moumainsidc 
meadow's, appealing to the eyes of innkeeper I'eier Keninater 
and those of hix small guerrilla three that lay huldra in tile dark 
woods lining the road south of Innsbruck. The ^lendur of the 
M 1 UW capped Alps addcvi to the ntagnificcncc of the panorama, 
.>ui Gen. Karl KuLpp Von Wrede, le^^dlng a corp* of Fnmeo- 
Bavanafi croups with the mission ut destrov'ing the guerrilla force 
that bad recciidy ambuslicd a tram of Bavarian careers, ^>;ud 
the pKiure^que .seumg no mind ibis wax a mistake, tor had he 
been mure attentive oj hi$ surroundings be nuy have detected 
I lie small band <if concealed peasants waiting in the forest. Arier 
j brief bur deadly engagement. Von Wrede and his men broke 
ori the advance, abandoned tl>eir guns, and retreau'd. This was 
Kcmnaccr's tine imponant victory. 

Hfwevcf. Von Wrede was not one cu give up right away, and 
he soon led j second force hack mro die mountains along the 
r<iad running trom hmsbnick to Hriven. Unformnatcly, Von 
Wreck considered the lirst Tyrolean nclory a iliike, and so lie 
neglecied to examine rhe tacdcs and .vtrateg^' of tlie guerrillas, 
thus kadiag bun itraigjn imo s brillianr ajnbiLsh once again 
planned and led by Kemnatcr, this time ua a narrmv pass that cre- 
ated (be perfect killing Held As Von Wrede S army m;u:ched 
ihnmgh the pass, Kenmater gave the signal ro attack. Huge 
boulders, carefully prepared h>t immediate use loug l>elnre Vrm 
Wreilc's ti.»fve arrived in ilie pa«, were rolled down toward the 
belplcis KildlcOi. In the ensuing panic, I he inounulncer marks 
men opened lire on die disarrayed enemy trom their iiiiassAilable 
l>j«ijoos in die trees and racks ahot'C and slaughtered them. 

As Kemnater was laying waste to Von Wrede, a second 
innkeeper, who wax the fiidicf <if the resiitanec moveniem, 
.Andreas Huicr, was busy fighting and defeating the inv'aderi 
around I’asscyr Jwitii inidLgcnee provided hv a ( jpuchin priest 
by the name of Joachim Ha*pingcr), W'hilc an otherwise unre- 
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markable pi-asant by the name of j.iseph Speckbackcr racked 
Innilirack. These three attacks »c« tN*dl courdMUtcd by ihe 
itiK:rnJlas, such that one of the most astonishing VKtones {from a 
potential combat power stand^wint) ocf achieved b\* a gocnilb 
force was pulled off. I'hc result was the capture of two ^encrab 
;and their «irirc staf&i, more than 6,000 m£inirymcn» 1,000 cav- 
alrymen ( along with sot) of thnr horses), and «e\*eral cannoos. 

VVhac mistake did Von Wfcdc make.’ And what guerrilla wsr- 
ferc concepts and principles did the 'ItTolcans successfully 
demonstrate a keen ui'idcrstaaiding r>f; 

First, Von Wredc’s mistakes. 

• Von Wredc bad ftillcrt wtim to the wnte fete of many ^*n- 
crals of liis time, tlwi l>cmg a belief in his ^'e^w>lul superior 
iry to Juch a degree that if was manlfcetcd as jrr<^|»nce — Iw 
considered himself too anurr ami too educared to be mdy 
defeated by a ragtag band of unruly pcawnis. This led rr> his 
inability to grasp the imporoLCe of undersuodmg bow' the 
peasants were thinking ucrlcahy. 

• Voo Wredc believed in the iminc itnlity of hU force from a nurocr* 
leal and technologicil wandpoim. and he failed loappredaie rhe 
terrain available tbr use bs* rhe gucnilfes {utd apparemh bad rw 
umlcrsranding of how he could also use I hat Krrain). 

• He used no ettcenve advanced reconnaissance fi«ca to tdJ 
htm of the potcndailv dangen»iw pass ahead, and he never 
believed it was possible for him rr> be ambushed a sccoitd rime. 

• Hw lack of a viable intelligence network added to his sus* 
cqtiihllity to attack and meant he had no way of knowing 
chat die guerrillas were organised to the degree that they 
could simultaneously attack three significant targets and do 
so with great prowess. 

Now Kemaaicr’s fortes. 

• Kcmnaicr had an acute understanding of bis enemy, which, 
historically, Is an ads'aritage common to all fighters, be they 



GU1SMM.*S Itt .HF Mt.ST 

lo 




guerrillas or regular tbrtxs. He demunstntaJ this liy correct- 
IvpfcdKiiiig Von Wrede wx>uid travel the Innsbruck to briTcn 
r^ud and out asoid ihe \w% where the ambush was set, 

• hacking any fonnal mibiary (raining in the tactics of the day 
iu espoused by most regular European forces— he wasn't 
bimlcned by such staiK concepts as those championed in 
Humphrey Aland's I'rtattsc ah Mtlustry Oiidphne— 
Kemnater operated lactically in ntuch the same w^y he Injur- 
ed die clever chamois and red ring; that he used the uat* 
ural leanuxn of the land to diaatc his movements Treca, 
ruck». ami the rerroin itself all provided him and his gucrrll 
las with excellent amlxwh pomc». 

• KemnaaT, although the Iveneficlary <if Ucclc formal educa- 
tion. understood the importance iri* garlicring and disscmi- 
oaring intcUigeiice. and he knew that the enemy w'as not pre 
pared for or even expecting simuluncuus snacks in ditTereiu 
kcxiiiions aimed at cridcal objectives. 

• Finally, be understood diat all this ineain a much smaller 
force could surprise a larger, better- armed force iind sound 
ly delear ii. He believed. 

America, I75f>t The Swfes Solution 

WbcQ Gen. Kdward BradduUu a dssac Krirish infentry offi- 
cer uirh much cxpcrieuce in the fiurapean theater, amved in the 
Colomes in rhe mid 17S0s. he had no way of knowing (hit his 
ti'adiDonal naming and warfighting ideU<.igi' were to dtiom him 
to a .^tunning defeat in tlie MontMigahch Valley' si the hands of 
combined force of guerrilla (French) wrrJcr.s and Indians, and 
ovn cost him his file, this despite hii numerical superiority, expe- 
rience, and substantial weaponry*' braddock. unable lo compre- 
hend the use of giiemiia tactics, allowed himself and hi$ force of 
1,400 to be pinned aganiri the banks of the Mononpahcla River 
at its confi lienee with Turtle C«ek by a ftircc of 500 fewer men 
and Kverdy ihradied This momentous engagement caused Tlw 
British hierarchs tu rethink in straiugv and lacMcs. 
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Hmcp Cal. ticnn Bouquet, i lured pm of Swiss heritage 
brought ort by the <Jrown to deal with lltc inacasuigly* audadous 
French and Indians. A saw)* student of miliury history, Bouquet 
did not loulie the Fcejtch and Indians ai>d thdi taebo, but 
adminrd thetn let a dcpec that caused him to alMrsdon the standard 
tactics he used witfi such efficiency' on the manirold batiicficliii of 
Europe In fxvor of those used such implacaWe efficacy by his 
new enemy. Bouquet would himself become a pictiUla, f li i« inter 
csiing ru note here that the Swiss have a long history of being 
excellent guerrilla fighters, and to this day cwry Swiss aiizcn ixad- 
ing in SMtxcrland i< required b> law to maintain a wca|>on and be 
part of a milioa— the embarrassingly ill lnl and trained 
'‘militias'’ that have appeared on the American Kcnc of laie— 
designed tu light invaders with guerrilla ociks. Switzerland i> a 
country hie with a wtrreo of undctptmnd bunkers dog imo the 
extreme terrain of the Swiss Alps that will support a guorilla war 
no invading anny would want to tangle with. The Swiss caoly com* 
pare rlrvwably with H an nibal'^ forces, the V'kcminli and Vicicong 
;VCJ. and the lews’ Icgun. although the I alter dki adopt a policy 
of terrorism, which b ina^ivisahle and cocTectly viewed aa morally 
corrupt by modent Western thougin. 

Bouquet, like successl^ picrrilla leaders betbre lum, those 
he cunailly fticcd. and those he wvuld fiice in rtx Ixiture. saw 
that the following rhrec bask precepts were called Ibr when 
fighting a guerrilla war: 

• A countergucrrilli force (such as his lijdtt infantry regiment) 
tni^st he anned and equipped with weapons and gear that 
suit rapisl movement in nil phases of battle. 

• U must alss'ays remain dispersed m order to avoid mass casualties. 

• It must be phs'^cally prepared ansi men wily willing to pursue 
the enemy constantly and rapidly lo preveal them from 
cou n re rattacking. 

Thc&f axioms laid the foundaiion for his succesfol o^^eranons 
agiiinsr the French and Indians, so now Ici us examine where 



js< 1-^ Mist 




Braddock wenr wrong and Bouquet succeeded (and wh\ other 
successful counTcrgucrrilla forces, such as l^igcrs’s Rangers dm- 
ing chis same petiod. whose guer rilia warrare principles? arc taught 
iti this day at the United Slate* Army** Kanger .Schnol and fo 
Force Recon Marine*, proved ctfceriv'c). This comparison of fac- 
ucal standard operating ^Mbccdunrs (SOPsi can be likened to i 
comparison of Iradiiional American infamry tactics against the 
Vieiccx^ and those utilized ix' American forves willing and able 
to conduct business just a» the VC did. fliatory tell* ii.s tiut the 
iancr— Special Forces, Rangers, SEAL-s, and assorted Manne 
uniix^wcfe much more effective in dealing with the enemy than 
iliosc grunts who didn't ada^x co the otuarion. 

Kradduck, probably throng liis quiescent ra erica! training 
via the (lonrincntal school of thought, waa unable to ad^ipi \o 
iHc mcTvile»s lut'and*run tactics employed bv the French ajid 
Indians. This made hun extremely predictable — his mancm*crx 
caaly jjt tie! pared and exploited by a cwfty enemy uiia knew 
when lo stand and fight and when to break contact and run. 
(Although earlier settlers t\ad found ways co downsize units and 
lessen individual load* co maximize ease of movemem, Hraddock 
(ailed 10 grxsp ri>c tactical importance of tins. ) 

Braddock s lack of knowledgeable scouts tu warn of French 
and Indian Ibrccs in die vidnitv caused irim to either advance t<j 
com aa — not often the moat sound of ofreosive actions — or he 
ambushed. He wa* never able ro gain the u^cr band with a 
deliberate attack and simple oiltnsive maneuvers like single and 
double envelopments. 

Bouquet, on the other hand, first ajid foremost respected hi* 
enemy ruiher than tustering a bclligeirm disdain rbr them and 
their tactics. I b* first order of business w'as to btitdy tliem end 
leam how the French anvi Indians engaged British torccs, where 
they chose to do so. and when. This dispassionate undersrajiding 
of ilu: enemy led to hi* second strength: because he kiicu td* 
eneiny and how they thouglit when it came co the tactical deed* 
sxm-malong process, he was able to mirror l)>em iji mobility, 
maneuver Ruination*, sensritv, reconnaissance, and task ofgani- 
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/ahnn The end re^uJt was rhe l-rcnch and Indians* reduced abil 
ity to strike irum jn ambush and intikt heavy camaltkt^ quickly 
break contact and disperse, and use a keen economy of manage- 

— just the rigjn number o1* iroops Ibr I he missiim — and 
thereby lessen the nsk of detection, I'inaJly, as the Germans in 
World War I \wuld do, he adt^J a decentralized philosophy ot* 
command as the order of the day. which allowed amaJ] umt lead 
cn to make immediate tacneal decisions on their own without 
first bcggine; penniision from hjghcr-ups, a p».»l»i:\' adopted cirh* 
on by the Contjncntal Marines, later known as the United States 
Marine Co^p(^ which is still rn use today. 

Nc\'«rrhclc5s, despite* Bouquet's clcatly superior |msp of the 
crincalit)' of light infenify tactics uitedaccd with guerrilla xncks of 
die trade, the British anny nes'er rcallv caught »a or accepted dab. 
On I he other hand, the cikoojsts, csfcciallv those In New England, 
were quick m take up guerrilla techniques when ihcy bnJx Ironi 
rile Crown in 1776. Up againtt the revY>ludoiurics* empbwb oo 
marksmanship, small unil leadership skills, imrianve. conning, and 
solid inrdligcricc gaihcring, the Hrirudi were doomed to feilure 
iTom the Starr. (On the matters d’mtclhgencc and reconnab»ncc, 
ii sliould be nored that the rebels, a.s the British reterred lo them, 
ur minute men, as the Amencan's referred to them, vtaed huntan 
intelligence ro ga*ac length, such as NN*hen the sex ion of the 01 J 
North Chtuvh in Boston. Robert Emerson Newman, an aiwettor 
of the author, hung two lanterns in the su'cplc lo warn jdl>*cf«nuh 
Paul Revere of the Bntis^^ arrKal in Bosmn harbor, llu* inoicaic 
network would pros'e to be a maddening thorn in the side of the 
Crossti throughout the war. The rebel Kewman ^as capciircd soon 
thereafter find K\‘ercly thrashed.) 

REPUHLIC OF SOUTH \TETNAM, 1950-1975: 

A DARWINIAN DILEMMA 

^^'hen the first Amencan Military .Assistance and Advisory 
Group (MAAG) anfved in tbe Republic Vietnam in 1950 lo do 
what ir could for the ill -feted regime and country, the aidvisors 
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piobably had no inkirng ol* the nirmoll and hand wringing to 
come. Tbe probkm would prove to be Darwinian in iiarurc, with 
ibe ixmsi adapting to the changes and the less fit trying in vain to 
make the day buiuness as usual and i^tTering a feie that bcfcD those 
who swni b^re them. TTic American CAperience would prove to 
N: much like that of the hrcnch in French Imlocliina, which ended 
with ihcdiaaacpoiK vidcai of their ganison (with more than 2.000 
dead and well os'cr twice that nvunber swunded) at Dim Bicn Phu 
by the Vieimiflh in the spring of 1954. Tlie V’iefininh were bill 
lianiK* cominanded by Gen. Vn Nguyen Giap, who ordered 
anillery cu be seaetly hauled up imn the mouniaii» overlooking 
the plain on which the French garrison was situated, a scroke of 
lacQcal geniu$ (bar allovsvd him to slidl tlic hapless ITench at vviU. 

Slimilarly, the Americarcs would by and luge fei] to adapt to 
the survival challenges Laid liefore them in a:i cnvironmeiu xhn\ 
had bested manvcaflicf invaders. This fact is whar u> perhaps most 
l>crplauiig and troubling: despite Vietnam’s history of wvrarc, 
wh»ch clearly shows the pi (falls army afh:r army has sutTered t fie re, 
invaders have continued to march imo its emerald rice pasidies, 
screaming and nrntaelcd nvers bm never learned. 

Generd Ci 4 >, his devoted cadm, and the seemmgk itivisiblc 
hoards of clever gucmlla warriors, Hie Vietcong, understood 
char coemy at all levels and thus w'ere able to engage a virtually 
gigantic, tudcously well-armed and cxpcnencevi foe with the 
same uctics used by guemUas since Scythia. Adding to the com* 
bet power of the insurgent wav the Vietnamese concepts of 
amc — which is quire difi'ereni from Western pcrceptioiw — and 
acceptable Ioks. Fhe Viccnamew: do nor .see a decade as being 
long at all. and a century to them uti't mucli longer than a 
decade. This oudook allows them to undertake nege afrer siege 
widi no thought toward bosv lung it may or may not take; if it 
lakes a thou&and ycarv to win, rhen so be it. 

America lost the war not so much on the battlefields — Its &ol- 
dicTi woD fer more important engagement than they lost — but 
in the White House, !>eparrrncnt of Defense ^Dt)D), and 
Pentagon. Consider the tuUowing: 
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• Prcsidctus Harry Trun\an* D\nglii hiscnhott'cr. f<^n F. 
Ktnncdv. Lyndon Johnwn, and Richard Kiioa each tailed 
t<i the tcnacii)' of the enemy. set the stage Tor 
defeat as iiT back as September ofl950 when American advi- 
sors surced showing up in country to guide a corrupt and 
offer cowardly Army of the Republic ofVktoam (ARVN). 

• Gen. William Westmoreland failed tiiiserabk to have his con 
vcndonal forces adapt to guerrilla warlsirc He bdieved that 
rt repower and technology would Nvin the war tor Amenca. 

1 Ic was dead svTong. 

• Robert McNamara, the scevtary ol‘ defense dunng some of 
the ViccndDi War’s most vkjous fighting, lied to the American 
public by 5a)^^^g he truly believed the war waa winnaHc. In 
teality. bv' his own *d mission, he was convinced it was a k»t 
cause from the stare but continued to advise the prendeitt ti> 
send more uooj** into wlwi had become a meat grinder. 

• I’hc American public quickly grew dek of television scenes 
that sliowcd American soldiers being slaughtered in disuni 
rice paddies, year alter war, with no reium on their invest* 
menr. As public tufpoa waned, so, too, did the soldiers* 
chances trf rictory. 

• MkAt olYicers on die grouted did not understand the dangers 
ofgucrrilla warfare Inso&f ai its long icno lethality, and wlien 
diey did they were olfen not allowed to light guernlla .style. 

• Because ofconscripdoti I the draft) and rampant drug abuse 
in many units, the quality of leadership waa trequendy 
abysmal The best units proved to be thewr wrdi few drug 
pMblems and disciplined tioncommiasioued orTiccrsi'NCOs) 
and officers wbo saw themselves as profesnoml soldiers and 
conducted badness as such. 

The North Vietnamese, on the other hand, bad plashed their 

hand masterf'kilK*. Thev understood the oaiure of the war ihey 

were fighting and prase meed it well in most msianccs 

• Ho Cril Mirth and General Giap correct h' andnpated ihar if 
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America’s troops were kept on die battlefield long enough, 
the Amcricoji puWic v\*r>uJd demand tliai they' l*< brought 
hwro:. Guernlla tactics suiied tltis belief perfectly and 
brought the American psyche into ilie baidc. 

• The last three wars America had tuughr {Korea, World War 
11. and World War I /were oil com*cnrional wan.. 7Ti is left the 
Americans with few leaders who under.stood the nature of 
guerrilla warlare. 

• The Communists, knowing that a curious .iSjiu'rican mixlia 
would soon dig imo the ctirrupt South Vietnamese govern 
nient and chat the ensuing expose \wHild reduce public sup- 
port for the war even more t which is rtacrly %vliai hap* 
pened), managed to conceal their own corruption and bru* 
tolicy by denying media accc» to their much more closed 
society. 

« In most imaances the Nonh Viernamese brilliamly erpinited 
prop^pnda opportumd». such as the traitor actress Jane 
honda mojining an antiaircraft gun in Hanoi. 

The North V'ieinajuese won this war as much r>n Main Sir eei 
Ajncnca as (bey did In die rkc paildics and jungles of South 
Vieinam and in the skies over Hanoi and Haiphong. Today, on 
American ambassador once again resides in Hanoi and American 
citmpanic!. like Nike pay Ylctname^c lactory workers 20 cents an 
hour to nuke 5140 sneakers. 

Now' let u* examine wbai is arguably one of the most fa«i* 
nadng examples of a successful guerrilla campaign ever w^aged 
and see how you, as a tmxiern*day guerrilla leader, can learn 
fnjffl a cigar champing, bold, lucky, and unlurtunaiely commu* 
Qi&t rcvnludonary'. 

lbs name is Hdcl Ostro, 



.11?. M.iMfi Gii.ow)t O.exttiL^A 



17 







Tbc ag^sbive toun- 
KrgDcrnlla ookUcr on 
the ^luiid with a 
machiTX gim u oAeri 
more effretis'e than 
ht}(h*tcch appiMChes, 



Uvtn drmgred vehidea 
like thc««Min 
armored personnel <3r 
rices am he detmted by 
a eraf\^ gucreULi Ajcee. 



GiktHIIa wars can take decadm to coiae co fnation, as the North 
VletnajiMse well. 
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Cuba, 1953 and 1956-1959 



^HistAry viii aMvt «<'. 

ndd Cwm alter hot Mauli ihc Mn;ieaJ4 RarrjeU Tailed. 19^.^. 



Ifcxvr chcfc \vi^ a cb«ic example of a guerrilla war won by 
the iiiMjrgems despite a staggering numerical and technological 
Advantage held by a government and its army, Ctiba i» it. 

Fidel CoiCro, after laibng in his di^t attempt at rcvxilution h\ 
1953 (alter wliich he and his (brother Raul were imprisoned for 
two years by Batuta and treed under a general amnory in 1955), 
stepped back up lo hat in 1956 and very ncaHy struck out i sec* 
ond time, his tiny guerrilla band never numbering more ilm 
i,0U0. and that at the end of the war. {A year or so earlier Castixj 
could muster only a few hundred.) Castro’s guerrillas were poor* 
ly armed and ec^ujpped, to say the least. Oq the other hand, die* 
tatot Fulgcncio Badsta’s army eventually numbered 30,000 and 
was supported by the United Stares. This put tiie force* on *fbrce 
ratio at 1S:L in hivor of Batista. But. to t lie guerrilla, nmnbers 
often mean miching. 

The son of a peasant. Hi del was horn in Cuba’s Oriente 
Province, where poverty* was ihe norm as a result of the failed 
social fwRkics of Batista, with much support and encouragement 
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trum .^crican mining, fruit, anti interests, lie “was raised 
a CalhoUc, receiving his early education Irnm Jcsint pnests, and 
later attended ihe Univer^tj* oi Havana. Castro showed agns 
early on of his proclivity toward partiopatmg and having a hand 
in leading euemUa wariarc movements. His first attempt at .^uch 
an insurrecrinn came in Colombia in 1947 when he was only 20 
yertrs old, and it Med mheraWy. The seed of the goeraJJa 
ncvcrihdcto germinated and began to grow rapidly m the fcmle 
soil af U>2 nsu' 5 br utal die I ato rship, 

After rounding up men and logistical supi'on In Mexico. 
Castro set sail ftir Cuba aboard a leaky scow called the GraMPU 
with 82 would -l^e gucmUi.s. Disaster struck immedaateh as the 
rusbng launch appro achevi Cuban sliorcs with Cuban soldiers 
waiting. Landing in a swamp and losing most of their supplies, 
the group was ambushed m a cane field ai>d escaped into the 
.Sierra Macstra— tl« rugged mountains forming Cuba’s spine— 
wirh about a do^cn sursivors. including, remarkabh; Fidel, his 
brother lUul. and revolutionary guerrilla Ernesto “Che” 
Guevara Wth 70 or so of his men dead or captured, things did- 
n’t look good for Castro, ami rlw Batista govcrimcni kept the 
pressure on. fiowever, the struggling guernlla leader found wel- 
come frienvis in the most desperate of Cuba’s poor— the pte- 
caristas— wlvi hrul no land to legally c.ill rhcii own He cstab 
lislted a security and intelligence network among them that pro- 
vided the guerrillas with a more secure base from wluch they 
could mount rmnor anacks, and Cairo's guemlb war took off 
in earnest. 

By 1958 Castro’s ftirccs had grown to about 300 nwwiiy 
unarmed— and those wfin were armed were, at best, pooiiy out- 
t^ned—pcisam guetrilla*. Not n-aniing to bite ofF more than be 
could chew— he rememlKrcJ liis almost fatal Ktape in 19S3 and 
his 1948 involvement in the BogoU riots, which also nearly cost 
him liiS life— Castro managed .some small victories against gov 
eminent outposts and, in doing so, gauied moral support from 
more and more of the impoverislicd populace of Oriente 
Province Soon lie found hun«lf controlling 2.000 square miks 
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oiOricnEc and began to see jncrcaMi^ support from certain fac- 
tions within the U.S, government ( Caan*o had yet to declare 
lumself a Communist, and the CL\ had yet to realiw that his 
comrade-in-arms, Guevara, was a dyed -in-thc- wool Marxist). 
^ehiLh was the Usi straw as fer as Badsta w*as concerned. Tbc 
resole was a massive assaulc on Castro’s stronghold that invoKcd 
virmally every major asset of the Cuban armed forces, including 
close air -sup|>of I, massed iriillcry llres, armor, naval gunfire, and 
nearly 5,000 troops, h appeared tliat Fidel Castro was about to 
meet his end. 

In ^dxnjt cwo weeks’ time, Batista's IS maru'uxxTutg units 
bad tightened rite nnnsc around Ca.smf s ptmtiofi to ajt area of 
about lour square mile$ Castro now* displayed a dtrewd under* 
sraj^ding c^* guerrilla tacac^ by slowly felling back and L^rcaking 
vootacr with the army each dme it advanced, while using scoudi 
CO keep an eye on the soldiers and report on their strength, di.s* 
posiaon. and compoutioa. He chercLvy learned the army w'as 
growing condmioady wxakcr because of the extremely demand* 

I rig nature orcourtrerguerrilla warfare fisughr in rugged moan- 
cains with almost constant rains ami ever-increariitg disease 
among the trusaps. Finally, when Ca^o decided chat the army 
w'a.s at its most vulnerable from its clearly cacdcally and logLsci* 
caily overcxceoded lines, lie and brother Kaul rimijlianemisly 
attacked cwo key pu»iCH>n&. Castro went after one of the must 
exposed and insecure units and wiped it our, killing more chan 
600 Mjldicrs and capturing a huge stasJ) of weapons and equip- 
ment; the $ur^x>n» broke and ran. Raul assaulted guvumment 
positions in the north, which yielded doxens of prisoners — all 
Aiocrkan and Canadian— in the tbrm oi* aviJian employees, 
sailors, and Marine.s Hut rather than kill them. Raul effected a 
brilliant prup^$anda coup by treating them w-ell and releasing 
them completely unharmed, an act that placates! any would -be 

American enemie$» 

Once Batista's army was on the run, C*stro again demon- 
strated a sound undcrxmnding of ofrensive fumiamentals by sus- 
tiining moment um and maintaining contact with the badlv 
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nLiulal Bwcmment fotces, aJl the while piinmg more and more 
popular'support from the penpk, RatiwafcU in Tanuary 1^59. 
Why did Barista ^ail' 

• Hadita's first and probahty mist leHinjc error— aithou&h it 
could be arg:uL-d ihai hi& tirsi true mistake was rdcasing 
Castro and hrs brother frcoi imprisonment on iKc Isle ot 

Pu ^!5 \stia hts taihif c lo purs^sc wth rigor and deter minadoo 

Cairo’s surwvirtg forces after their iU-latcti landing in 1956. 

• Ransta lacked both iniciadve and resolve and felled locsti marc 
accuraicly Castro's w»llingne« to U»e like an animal under 
unbcticvably l^arsb costdidLo* of depiavarirai and misery in 
the Sierra hUcstra. Had Hadsta nremnted a campaign like that 
of Operation Summer— his final hut doomed attack on 
Otstro’s position in May and )unc of 19S8 -while Casoo's 
tbrufs numbered lew than 20. he probably would have w,^. 

• The divtaror did not understand hma' poliiK-ally damaging 
htf bruwi handling of strikes and protests by peasants would 
become to him. .fimerican supimn began in wane and qmck- 
ly evaporated with the number of ncss'spsiper reports filed by 
American and oiher Western reporters that spoke favorably 
of Castro’s appatenriy democratic Intcmions and ehansnaaiic 
leadership styk. 

• t.istlv, the decaying tutderpinnings of Batista’s corrupt 
regime lent thcmuclces sveU to popular support of the guer- 
rillas— who promised “land hjr the landless*— by the peas- 
,intr\\ This was played upoo lieavily and eftcctiveh'by Casiro. 

Atul liow did Castro manage to succeed after such disastrous 
begmnings? 

• Castro’s nust powertui asset v,-aa his dewtion m his cause 
Ry being resalicnt— and lucky— he wa able to keep alive his 
at first ludicrously inevn attempts at j^crriUa wufere. like 
many gucmlias before him, Castro believed lie would even- 
ruallv succeed, and he did. 
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A ck’vrr assessment of the near in accessibility of the Sierra 
Macstra allowed Castro to stay just oirt of reach of the gov- 
emmenc forces pursuing him, even when a major of tensive 
operation dirccccd ;^^nst him Terrain, weather, and 
vcgeiaiion kq>i the guerrilUs alive usd the army at hay 
By settling for muiH viciorics ai first, Castro slowly built up 
suj^xnr, without which no gucmlJa inovenicm Ciiu succeed, 
('lascm understood tactics to a surprising degree. His 
demonstraiion of this in allowing a vastly superior fix to 
sireich iiself to the breaking point logisticallv and spiritual 
ly— at which lime he attacked— cleared the way for his tri- 
umphant return to Havana after only two and uiie-halfyears 
of war. 

And CiSiro used lundamentalt 

such as keeping an eye on die 

encmv co dcccrtmnc bis 

strength, composition, and 

disposition aosl then .struck 

dccirivc blows when dicv were <■ 

• 

ai their weakest. He pressed 
the attack from there and wrm. 
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loday, rhe <incc-p<x>r Catholic 
Iviy reiiuuns in dear |vower and 
opparendy good health, ruonuig a 
tar.on that conrinucs co suffer .r, 

from his batalitarian rule, He has 

Mirvivcd eight Amencan prew- '-■-W-WWWKX.-, * 
iknr^, all of whom luve made it Caatro &vorcd simple tixih 
dear that they wauled him gone, like ^coadcs ro cunduer his 
But he is still there. sucwsstul guerrilla campaign. 
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•// u rt9e fas/riun then dnyi tc wake var. and pn'sumfibly it viH 
itm a whiU yet. ' 

— rrvMu’s Frertreuk die Se^u&iJ 
< H^oenck (he Cnvu j iA t Ictur fn Vnlulre. 1742 

When one exammet the history of guerrilla u'arRire since its 
nce(«iioA about (ivt ccneunc5 before a woman natned Mary^ tlie 
svitc ut*a poor carpenter, gave l»rdi to a %on in Galilee, one £nJs 
char of all the incncadcs involved in a succe&sHt guerrilla war, 
leadership ix key, 'llie Isc^r armed, best trained, and incut right* 
eons guerrilla army b ot* little conse4^ucncc to the government 
forces It is fighting unlcsa that gucmlla army is led by inrelligent. 
«^el I' trained, daring, clever, and caring Icadcrn who know bow* to 
get the very best perK^mance out of die men. History tells us 
that a guerrilla force with leaders who demonstrate tlxse traits 
and qualities can defeat even seemingly imindblc foes. For 
instance, when die marauding and undefeated soldiers of the 
niighry Kublai Khan invaded pfcsest day Vietnam in the 13th 
ccniury. the Mongols came up against a people with a well doe* 
unxntcd history <jK resisting invaders. In fact, the very first miJi' 
tary academy tn be founded in Asia was opened in I lanrn earlier 
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m tfaac cennuv. and from it came a tactics book that allowed the 
Victnnmesc to tc|'el the savages who had prove ii to be, up to 
that point- unassailable. Leadership the key to the success ctf 
that academy and of the many victories that folio wed - 

GUFRRILLA LEADERSHIP STRATEGY 

Bewre we comimu:, let me S 2 v that 1 am no fan of any form 
of tVTanny, and I Icwtlie what lyrannccai gwfrnnKiiis--espanallv* 
those baaed on Communism— stand m and whai they are willing 
ro ikj tr> rheir own people in order to achieve dteir ends. However, 
as both a scudent and insinrctor of miltrary history, tactics, and 
jir 4 Tcg>\ I liavc hnmd that bewg able to pot aadc one's pcrsoDal 
iveUngs about this ot that form of g»-rvxmmcm in order to e>iam- 
UK and ctploic the portions rhereof that arc wi^h the dme ar>d 
effort mjkes one a more effeetw leader. (Wasn’t Gen, George 
Patton keen enoujdi to scudy tield Marshall Erwin Rommel’s 
mnghtful treatise Infnntfrk (rmft An \ Infantry* .Aciaciwj to the 
ilcgree (bar he was a We to defeat Rommel in the North Alhcan 
desert bcouise he htul read hi# chough w on i aeries?) 

And as an offbeat example ctf' lirw some ideas and prinoplcs 
that originate ui the enemy camp can prrwc to have merit, we 
hJW America's Social Security progrant, Hnacicd in 193S, it 
makes everyone pay for the welfare of everyone else when they 
become senior citizens. In oiher words- the govemment is forc- 
ing irtdividiials to assist in the welfare of the whole, regardless of 
whether the donatorii intend to ever use ebe system chcmseh-cs. 
'Ibis, of course, is a clearly socialist principle, and wialism llnrnis 
the underpinnings of Marxism. Nes'crthdcss ialihou|^i the syv 
tem is going to have a serious cash flow* problem in Hve yean), 
there arc tens of rnillions of -American senior ciliyens who 
Je^send on their S<KiaI ^ieoiritv' check every month to survive. 

Ollier groups who have employed the ideas, principles. 
*iid/of tactics of the enemy to turther their own objectives 
include the Commujiisi People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVNi and 
the infamou# terrorist group kno**!! as the Irish Republican 
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Army (IRA), a-s weil as die Haganah, which was a gucrrilla/tcr- 
ronst group of Jew's in Palesiine dunng the 1940s wlicn they 
were fighiuig for their frccdoin ffom the British occupational 
Ifcce in Palestine and far the formation oi the state of Israel in 
ii5 place, (The Haganah supported their rival group's bombing 
of the King David HrMcl in fcru-salcm in 1946. winch killed 91 
and wounded 4S, until (Ik .support of the Irgim liecaine a polit- 
ical liability and they' withdrew it. It b iiiterestijig to note that 
tbe Ir^un was led by a master cerrurist who would liter lead the 
entire Jewish namm His name was Mcnorhem Begin.) While it 
is true that Vladimir Ilyich l.emn also championed ihe principles 
of what we arc about to diacuss, it will Ik shown that the sysuin 
\t*ori& wdl when emplaced, employed, and supervised correctly. 

Dau Tranh 

1 will be aving ViccnamcM.* ccrrninology to set the stage tar 
this seciion Isecause the Vietnamese have such a remarkable hiS' 
wry ul being very suu'esslul guerrilks .*tnd war lighters in geri' 
eral. For 2,000 years the Vlcmamcsc have contuuiAlly been 
.ivaded and occupied by aggressors fr<im A#ia. Europe, and 
North Aiiieriva. and each .ind every nnic ihey locked into rlercc 
sirugl^c with their hx with the absolute belief that they would 
cv'cnrually win ReMilrs^ Yes. dicy did in het win every time. 
I hey'tc literally batting a ihoviaand. Any peo^sle who can do this 
o^cr two millennia have my respect and Attention, even if their 
curreni gmvrnmeni stinks. 

Otiu trftnh is the Vlrtiiamese concept of siruggle, nnd it a 
iurii^lc based not on Marxist or even Leninist philosophy, but 
rather a xcuophobic ouilor^ linked to xht philosophies of btith 
Taoiun (which is based primarily on mysticism j and (Ion* 
hicianism, os well iv Vietnam N prt>minent a*ligion. Budilhism. 
laoisi philoaophv stresses the im^>o nance of simplicity of action 
^nd .inosscrtivciicss in attaining goals (it focuses on ^>oiience and 
camion being used tn get what you want rather than your aitack- 
mc the problem wuliouJ due thought to your options) and was 
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conceived of by i ('.hincsc philosopher named l^rvtzu in the 
sixth o:iimry B.C. Chinfutianism dwrlls on die importance of 
knov.'ing oneself and seckini; wisdom through inner reflection 
ii\d the rare fill assessment trfthe opposition lit also came into 
being in China about the «Jnc time Taoism did;, Buddhists 
believe that in all Itvi-'s there » mti^ring, but that this sulTering 
can be le^wncd ai^d c%'cntually almost diminaicd through the 
practitioners htincsi and Dcver-cnding attempts lo become 
morally and mentally pure. By combining xcn<^hol>ia (their 
belief m people other than Themselves- all Jbfd$ncr>-«s hemg 
culturally, spiritual and morally inferior) *iih the TaoUi, 
Confucianist, and Duddhut mind sets, you get a who 

truly bclio'c they cannot be con^uercd and tcho will do whaicv* 
cr it takes for as long as it takes w eject the in^ndcr. These peo 
pic arc tlie Vietnamese. 

Hur fi/tH tr»nf) is much more ilian a simple struggle. Ir means 
a wiilingncM to fight forever against the savage invaders in a ^o 
rious ajid righteous conic rt in which every person must partici- 
pate. In Islamic tmw ir might be compared rr> a jihad or “holy 
wuf.* bmm tliis conccpi comes ihe foundaijon of the succcs.slul 
guerrilla war; the maintaining r>f an armed tbrs'e of gucrnllas 
corsittmg ofrhose who arc Hghling for their freedom and rights, 
kd by like ituiividuals who arc honored to be and arc capable of 
leading the gucrnllas to s-kton'- a ibrcc that bclies'cs m tise 
sanenry of its goab. 

tortunatciy— or pc^hn^vl not so— yxm don*i hasx* to lie a 
Huddhisl. 'lioisc, vf Confucumbt in order to utili^ (he concept 
of dan rra»h or its elements, which we will discass in a nioment. 
Dau (ranlj can l^c put to good use by any guerrilla frjfce that 
believes il IS right in doing what it u> doing and is kd by high- 
quality leaders. 

The Kev Elements ofI>nn Tranh 

consists of two key ckmenn, bath of which must be 
brouj^u into piay i/'a gucnilla fbrcc uipeas to be succeeJliL The 
firxt. d^H rrrfttl.' :*m tTang. is the comhai element of tmnh. aod 
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It means “armed struggle.^ It always a pan of the guerrilla >var, 
fcgaidles of who rite aggressor is and how ihai aggressor is con- 
djedng his cam(iai^. TIk secotid, dau trank cktnh tri, is the polit- 
ical cod of the concept, birt it is a pohtitai end tiiat is armed. It is 
divided into die Rillowing dircc codrics collccd\‘cly' knossm a.s t^sh: 

• fyan pan refers to tlK civil and administrative activities ilte 

giicrrilUis conduct in areas they have sciaedand now control. 
It means among the people,** 

• Btnh van meanai “acoon among the military” and refers to 
nonmiliiary actions taken again sr the nn*ading army, 

• ihch pan is propaganda. In Vietnamese 11 imnslate& uuo 
“action among the enemy. “ It is urukrtaken on both gucr* 
nlla curt* controlled by the invader and the invader's home* 
lii\d» if possible, 

Ac this point you probably realise that what we arc talking 
alvHJt b local warfiirc, a concept that, although demonstrated by 
a regular army, to some degree was practiced l>y none other ihan 
William Teaimseh Shenavin during the Anieriran Civil War. 
Bcx*ausc he understood the cftvcu <if hk waging total war on clic 
populace of the SouHt and its army, and because be exploited 
those eflkcts to great length, Sherman was able to not only Uy 
waste p> the land, but break the spirit oc the civilian populace and 
severely degrade that of rhe Confederate Army. Of course, rfiere 
is no iiulkacKNi m Sherman's writings that he was trying to apply 
dan mtnk to the American scene in the but his acoons 

ux*rc cleaHy along those lines. Mis grasp of leadership led him ro 
Victory juM as surely as Grant's grasp of innovative tactics and 
understanding of maneuver warfare principles — such as his rdmai 
to loll hackacfOK the Kippahannt>ck wlicn lee twice attacked 
liim — led to Lee's sunx'tidcr at the courtiiousc at .^pomartox. 

In contrast, we can look at guerrilla organizations that had 
the potential, at least in terms of manpower and weapons, to 
w’ui their respective wars but eventually failed because of a flaw 
ill the foundation of their ladcr's leadership abilities. Such an 
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example the Swidero Luiinnoso or “Shming P<iih‘’ narcoicf 
rorist of Perti. 

i Kc Shining Pacli first appeared on the scene in 19H0 as the 
afincd branch of the Comimuiisl parc>' of Peru In ot that 
year, Al^imad Gu7man Reynoso, i rofmer successful phUo«^hy^ 
protcss^if and pcffonnd director at the Xanotul Cniveraty of 
sSan Cnstobai dc HuAman{pi (and onc-limc director ot the urn* 
vefsir>'*s twchcr training program), declared a ' people's war" 
agdinsr the gi'vcmincni, with hint as the leader ot the Shining 
Path. I k liked to be called the -Kourih Sword of Marxism " 
with name added to ihe oihcr three, those bang Mao 
Zedong (Uu7man operated snih a decidedly Maojst slant), Kari 
Marx >ho co authored the Commumst Maml'cato with 
Feiedrieh Hngch), andMadlmtr Ilyich Umin uhc fim Iwder of 
the Union of Soviet Socialisl Republiu; he cn|pnccrcd the over- 
ilirnw and murder of the Rriroanoffr). 

In May of 1980. the Shining Path hoaj»icd no more than 200 
guerrillas. But the socwpoliltcal and ecomank* Miuaikms within 
Peru U niiirdctxjudy corrupt president and 7^00 percent intb* 
non. coupled with a drAsmrruddcn ^asantry dependent on the 
coca leaf tor survival) were pcn’cct fi.>rihu guerrillas to cxpbii, 
and by iWO the guernllas (now cumed narcotcrrurisis) hail killed 
more chan JO-IKX) pco^ile. AiUiing lo the Sinning Pah’s ahiliiv to 
wreak 1mx)C wns the corruptibility of I he gs>veroment tbivrt sent 
lo bunt them and the ma^sivc «?c of Peru, which Icli them iniiu* 
mcmhic places in \vhjd\ to hide and operate. Inirihcrroorc. the 
leaden of the future Shining Path were all trained in Maow ide- 
ology in the late 19GDs and early lo mid-1970s m tlie IVoplc’s 
Republic oi Chma. If ever there was a pcrteci oj^ptirtimity for a 
guerrilla group lu succeed, this appeared to be it. 

Three lactors, however, bro*ighc about rhe down fall of the 
Shining Path. I'lfst wa» Chizman himself AtemarkaWy arfogant 
eg^imauijc who genuinely perceived himscit ab being 4»n the 
same revolutionary plane as Mao. Marx, and Lciun, CiUiraan 
considered liimsclf to be the uMmaie Maoist guerrilla leader He 
was not. Sctuiid, Ciuzmau directed the .Shining Path to JeVMrr 
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tnim standard guerrilla act hi ties and get inu> the naicotcrruhst 
Trade. This was a strategic error. Hy do'u^ so, Guzman aliennred 
both the peasants he terrorized in the coumrvskk and the 
Peruvian mwldii- class and intdl^entsia. 

I "i Rally, the election of Albcno hujimon to the Peruvian 
presidency' in 1990 and his reconsol jdai ion of power (rule liy 
decree! in 1992 bmugln the economy under control. Tliis 
allowed him to devote mote money tu building and deploying a 
better counrerinauigcncy pnqtrani. In 1992 Guzman was cap 
mred in a nud along with some top Shining Patlt ofhciais in 
Un>a, a raid rhar also produced an axconisjiing imelligence coup 
in the l<*rni of the group's computer (WtSy deiailiiig all their 
planned acriuos and who was w'ho within tlic urfrxnizarion. This 
allowed (he g<ivcrnnxnt t<i rip the guu out of the Shining Path. 
Since 1990, dcaihs anribured ro the Shining Path have fallen hy 
US pereem. Guzman remains imprisoned wait no a^l^vafcm hope 
of ever seeing the Mydic of iby ag^, and ?vru% turtiincs arc 
ini|>fiov*ing accordingly. 

The Shining Paih suPertd from a lotal absence of Uuh iranh. 

HASD TO THE CORPSi 

THK MARINB CORPS CONCEPT OF LEADERSHIP 

The prudent guerrilla leader will avail himself of proven lead 
crship iraiti. 1b do orherwise uill cctxainiy result in failure. 
.Alriiough I am a retired Marijie with 20 years of woiidwide ser- 
vice in rhe grunc^r, rcccmnuisance. and special tipcradons, and 
dicreiore speak with a degree of biax when it comes ro whmc 
.cadvndiip abilidcs arc bcvc, hiitory tdlfr u» that the U.S. Murine 
< orps* concept of combat leadership won die nitring edge, This 
voneepc b built around $electe%l leadership traus and chnractefis- 
dci that serve the guerrilla leader extremely well. However, witli- 
oiit a decentralized philoMiphy of commandos me in which the 
:‘»Htrmosi ccKnniander on die scene is fiillv auihorized uid 
encouraged to make deciMuns then ajid there without seeking 
pcnniision from higher authority, regardless of his rank — these 
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traiii, which follow, will be of little u-se. The guerrilla force oper- 
arin^ witliCHit a decentralized philwof hy of command is akin to 
puning 3 governor on the throtde of a iXxigc V'jper. 

Decisiveness 

This trait is devclf^d in the guerrilla through a ewnbina- 
lion of thorough, very demanding training, and the plaang oi* 
the would-be leader in progrewvdy more challcngmg iwsiQona 
of absolute authonty, including actual combat misahms. fake 
away the challenging po«cion> or the outstanding training, aivi 
rhe guerrilla will fail. 

A complete understanding of taoics is absolutely csscndal 
for ilic guerrilla to become deosivc Otherwise, h» tactical 
shortcomings will manifest ihcmseb'es in deteats on the battle- 
field, resulting In his men's dlmmiahcd trust and confidence in 
him as a lenler I'o become taccicallv ctmipeicnt the guemlla 
must not only study military history, but the complete hwee^ of 
rhe people he is fighting, including tl«ir culture. T1>€ Americans 
tailed in Victlun^, despite a gianng superioriry* in firepswer atxl 
tcchuology, largely because the generals running the war lacked 
a praedeal understanding of the enemy's concept of traTUt, 
as vs^ll as ±eir concept of time 

Moving the guerrilla ptoycssKxly up the Icadersiup lad- 
der-starting with comparatndy easy missions where success » 
IjXel)'— will build his confidence in hinudfand his abillues, and 
his men vshll dc^dop a like cun£dencc. Ba^c guerrilla tactics, 
such as avoiding enemy units with serious ctanbat power and 
striking rhnse witli reduced strength that are s^ulncrablc m hr^- 
fully more than one way. arc often the bi»t because they arc so 
siinple and cficciivc On the other hand. Ailed missions must be 
cntiqutfd rh<s roughly so that the mi.staka nude in the battle will 
be avoided n\ the future. \\ “zero defects’' mcmaliiy will destroy 
4 guerrilla force l^cfbre it gets started. Ofienames. misiakes arc 
cxcdleiit learning tools. The guerrilla mu&t. fix) in tune to time, 
be allow-cd to Ail, provided that Ailure is not catasirofdiic. The 
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Lf.S. Marines, starring during Gen. V.X. Kelley* s> term as com 
numdanr in the early and mid* 1980s, began aifTcring from rhi«t 
ptobkm; it is srill one they arc wrasriing with, but it would 
appear (here might l^esome hghi ai the end of that longtunnd j 

Dependability 

I low' much you can de|>end on a guerrilla or a guerrilla unit 
cepends largely on the indivuluars or imii^ character, makeup, 
leadcr^p. and tiainuig. By koow-ing hu» men, rite guerrilla 
leader can make an inh^rmed decision as to what unit to send on 
wha; nrission. 

Take govern mem antied Ibrees as an example. 10:spon- 
Mbilidca arc dcicgaccd based on who is dependable for what type 
of mission. Vor instance, underwater demolition work k best 
conducted by ihe Navy .SKAI/, but thq* wouldn’t he the right 
unit ^ caubliahing a guemJla training base dee>) In enemy ter- 
niory: rhis wv>ul<i All to the Army Special Forces. And where$is a 
large-scale airlvome assauir w*ouid besr be conducted by the 
.'\rmv's 82nd Airix>me Division, ihe parachuie Insertion of a 
small team of men cu surrcpritiouslv collect mll.'rmation on 
eitemy strength, compodrion, and dispi>blri<in uxmld best be 
li.indlcd by Force Recon Marines. 

All this can be dircedy applied to the guerrilla force as well. 
Ky I mining each guerrilla vigoroudy and fi>rdng him to max 
himavlf out if that's what it takes to accomplish ilie mi&dnn, i 
guerrilla force greatly incrcaM.'$ its combat power. Weakness on 
the of une guerrilla can and often docs end in disaster. It* he 

can't cut the mustard, love bmi. 

IxpyaJiy 

.Although the individual guerrilla's loyalty to the leader is 
important from the vicwpoim of respect, it is more important tor 
Ihe gucrnlb to feel lov'alty to his unit and fi>r tbe leader to feel 
loyalrv toward his troops. This way, die unit believes that its cxis- 
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tCftcc dcpeticU 0X1 ev'ccy man's life and w'cH-bdng, and the iroop 
f«h that it has the r&ptcz ol* us leader. In rum. the troop 
respects the leader. 

The leader must exerdse extreme caubon to not demand the 
loyalty of his guenihas. Loyalty is earned through biavery and a 
genmne concern tor the wcltarc of every man. Deeds speak 
much louder than w-hen it comes to earning kiyafty. Once 

the leader demonsifites lo a gucrnlla that he b k« than inter 
csted in that troop’s wcU’arc. the guernha will never trust or 
respect the leader again. 

Courage 

PeHups the most pcrsotial oi leadcrshjp tow, courage 
cornea vroni many poinw Training in and of itself can t general 
CO ki rage, nor can tactical supcrUxmy. sclf-confidccce,or a rechni 
cal edge. Courage is qvtftc intangible, but is often born of tear, 
anger, hatred, and the love ot' one's brorhers. 

fhe leader muse prove himscir courageous at e\*er>' turn. He 
must take every risk his men take and often take it ftrst. Once a 
leader makes hb men suspect or bclje^'c that he beks courage, 
the gucmlia unit ts done for. 

Hue courage must be Tempered wiili common sense and 
kiKJuledgc. Unnecessary bnvtry often gets guerrillas killed, and 
few gucnilla units can afford to lose men needlessly. The guer- 
rilla must demonstrate a sense of hatilctield intelligence and 
know-henv at all rimes. Rushing an enemy powtion »*iih a knife 
ill your teeth is foolish when you could lake out rhe position 
with a grenade or sniper 

Integrity 

This trait is the backbone of the guerrilla leader. Few 
gucrnlla leaden who lacked iniegrit)' hare oer been ulti* 
matclv successful, 

Intcgrirv- IS demonstrated when the guerrilla leader docs the 
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rierhr thing dcspitc persouaJ cost. In other words, integrity is 
shown when the leader siainfs his ground even if' he knows he 
may pay a heavy cost at a bter dale. It is truthhiJncss in thought 
and deed, audit can be shown by guerrilla leaders of any ptiUd 
cal persuasion. Ona: his Is lost, the leader wll never be 

able lo fulK* recover in lor ic is human nature to re m cruller the 
shoftcomiugs and mistakes of a n^on longer thin his adtieve- 
incnts and victories. 

RnowLcdgc 

Hua U knowledge noi only of tactics and wvapoiuy, but <in 
a broader &calc u> well. It indude$ a deep undentandiug of the 
enemy’s tactics and weaponry, yvs, but also encompasses knowl 
of ihe enemy’s society, hismry, culture, govern mem, legal 
system, and current cvenis. 

U IS not cnou^ tor the guerrilla leader to merely have chia 
knowledge. He mu« share it at every gpporiuniiy wirh his men 
and allow diem to ibrm their own opinions and ideas as lo wiui 
hai>pcncd and why. Claase^ on every a^KCT of the enemy must 
be taughr along with claases on the basics of being a guerrilla * 
tactics, weaponry, and rlcldcraft. 

Judgment 

The guernila leader demonurares judgment in action and 
everywhere else. 'Hiii applies to everything from disciplinary 
measures taken against his own men to the day*to*diiy liandling 
of pcfsonnd matters to decisions made on the bartlcficld when a 
mistake in judgment could result \n the loss of an entire unit. 

Jui^cmcdi conies from the guerrilla Icadech level of maturi* 
cy. innate leadership abihly, experience, commtw sense, knowl- 
edge. pcisonaliry Type, and other less tangible things. It is crucial 
ilut the guerrilla leader demonstrate gcKid judgment at all limes 
in all .situations, regardless of I he stresses applied to him at any 
givien moment. It .should also be noied that ynung N’COs and 
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ofticcrs may sometimes ikittonsiraic a bek uf good {lu^mciit. 
liut they may e^entiuUy become berrer leader? with excellent 
judgment. pKrv^ded their seniors apph' the prinaples of solid 
icidership to them . 

Tact 

Tact has been described as one’s ability to icU another to go 
to hell in .such a u*ay t hat the man being cold bcj?uu amicipaic 
the trip. 1 his b a birly good dennition. 

TjKt is often the of a profrwtmal, althougli there are antJ- 

rioiu the gucrhll.i will encouniCT wlwn Baa isn't needed or 
even lx dccrimcnbl hi ill, taa show# that the leader mxd noi humJ- 
iatc a subordinate in ftont of h* pern jusi to make a point b most 
case#, reprimaiirls should be in privac. ^^•faCTeas praise shoukl 
lx public The gixrrilb troop who feds his dignity ha» been stripped 
of liim in such a svay due hh peers no longer respea him or ace him 
as a man of* equal wtvth is a danger rn the unit. 

Bearing 

How the guerrilla kulcc depons himself ia important 
because he imiA always appear to be die leader in the eyes of ihe 
men. He must lobc his bearing only rarely; aj>d (hen with a plan 
in mind, which U often ter giapiueally demonMrate the impor- 
tance of a curtain mistake made by the unit. Caudon must be 
taken to ensure that this tactic isn’t used too often, which will 
result in I’cduccd c^^ccttvcnc^s. 

Screan>inp. ranting, and ‘'carrying on" as standard operating 
prnccdLirc is the sign of a weak leader wfio lacks genuine, tangi- 
ble leadership abilities 

Justice 

'1 his trait b somcDmes the mostdiftkuh to master because It 
is so nuid. Hosv the guerrilla leader handles problems that 
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rcc^uirc a measure of jusoce Co be dbpensed at someone’s cose is 
absolutely crnoal co the cixitinucd existence of the unit. 

Tlicre should be two levels of -justice in every guerrilla unit — 
noc r>onjudicul, the otlser judicial. Nonjudicial punishment is for 
minor <^cnscs chat did noc put another it risk or that did not 
demonstrate thar the ofiendiDg guenillx docs ooc care about his 
tdlou* gucnillas {such as stealing tiom another guccrilia). Justice 
in minor eases should be commensurate with the enme, meaning 
due you don’t erecuie a guetrilb k\r some little thing he know- 
ingly did wTong. On the other hai>d, acts of negligence that pm 
another at risk or rliar diow a serious character flaw tiiar will have 
>omc major adverse eftiwi on the unit mu« be dealt wnth severely. 

In v\y ease, justice must be swift, just, and final. 

Initiative 

Hie ultimate gvicrrilla is an independent thinker operating 
aflHing indcpcmlcnt thinkers. Theretbre. every guernlla leader 
must tfcnve to take the initiative so that his unit grow% to become 
the must |HX>ftcicnt ofauch units. 

No guerrilla should have to lx told to do things he already 
knows he must do. Anyone found to be reca leu rant along these 
lines needs to be watched carefully a ltd raught ro rake rhe iniria- 
(ive. If he never comes aroimd, rhe appropriate step.s musr be 
i.iken 10 ha'X him leave the unit, (^tlierwise, you wil) have a 
weak link that may soon become a fa rally weak link. 

Enthusiasm 

In a gueniUa war, emhusuvn can sometimes svane, particularly if 
tlx war is a long one. *l1ie kty tn enthusia.mi is good leadership. 

Bvery guerrilla mull be reminded constantly of what he is 
Hgliting tor, and he must be rewarded from rime ro rime for his 
service. The greatest rewards, ofeour^. are personal survival and 
the moveiueni’s riciory. Iliw is beitc occnmplidxd by dema/id- 
iog training that leads ro winning small huites, schich leads to 
battle* won with minimal loss. 
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Wtffumg tu be in chc 
a «n 



There U aare n» iiutUi* 
itiK emhuauum th^n 
merely telUn^s yfna guer 
rilUa ih;iT ihe^' sbouM be 
enchudiaetb;. 
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The gRTJKst iisci J gucfnlli leader has whiJi :t cemes to 
ciiduraikzc is a strong p^rw^nal I'elicf *sn wl^t he is doin^. A sliver 
ill doubt is like a tiny piece of nisi Pial rust will spicad like a can 
ccr and cecrwuall> elesmrt' die unit if tx> 1 lundfcd anhe outset 
A guerrilla 's endurance can be chi|;9cd a^say from mam' 



'I he i^ucrrilliii may 
luNX to cndiUT t 
k>n$ sear againn an 
CAcmy whh 
advanced gear and 
tactia. 



Simll arms arc the 
foundatlofl of a 
gncfrllla army. 






I'heat twTk wdvenging Kuwaiti fighten k&uw tb« unportiuice of sharing. 
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aitj^cs, and rt is dte leader^ responability to make sore chose 
angles arc reduced to a bare mmtinum. Fverythmg from the 
guerrilla's family's welfare to bis own physical and spirinial 
beaidi must be accounted fix. To develop and maintain this rrait 
takes great personal leadership skills, and the kadcr must show a 
genuine concern for each and every one of his men and their 
families i fix is to expect his guerrillas lo endure the rigors of 
u'arfaic in a guerrilla unit during a pronaeted conflict. 



Unseinshneas 



Never must a guerrilla leader be scifish. The insidious char- 
acter defidentT of selfiMmess can be one of the most demive m 
a gvjerrilla unit because it tell* every guerrilla that )*ou arc not in 
it tor them or tor the cause but fr*r personal gam and glory. No 
guerrilla unit has evvr been wccewfiil chat had a selfish leader 
Share everything ssith your men, including re^msibiUty 
when appropriate, but ru.*vet blame them tor what is uhimaiely 
your failure. You, as their leader, are respouaWe. 



'>c< 
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-Just AS one m»H can heat ten, so a hundred mn can beat a thoH- 
land, and a ihousand can heat ten thoufnnd . " 

~hl:v4imu;o 

A c 1643 

I he modern guerrilla, whether prose aidng a campaign hi 
the concrete jun^c of Chicago wi^ former mem hen of the 
Lattn Kings or benealii the triple canopy oi' che Amazon with 
)K*aro rriliesmcn. muse have limrough training in the wnt of 
every weapon that may become available to him. Dus includcH 
not onlv flrearms, auJi as nflcs. »h<nguns, ami iumdguris, and 
knives, hur cspkigvcs of ail kinds as well Ouerrillas have u^ed 
explosives 6:ir ceniurits, and with good reasoii — they work. But 
then: arc some intnusic problems rclatal t<i their use tJiat must 
be discussed before wv kam how lO select and employ assorrwl 
eiivloavcs in gxierrilla warfare. 

WHAT WAS THAT BIG BOOM? 

The wiund ot cjcploding ordnance tends to really gel people's 
wtenrioo, and this is the guerrilla’s Urst problem: bccurity in trail i- 
uig- bailure to aconini for and take ctfective steps to prevent 
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potenuji enemies troin learning ol'your guernlb force's acdviti« 
^vith CTpl oaves is one of the most cxxmmon niisiakcs gucniJlto 
make, ind it is one tiMl frequentiy ends with the defbai of ibc 
force before it ever gets off ground. Alihoogh two are appar 
ent muidencre 4iki cerrorisD, and one is a convicted mass miu- 
dcrer and the ss*orsi verromt in Aniencao history, Ted Kac^ynski 
I the alleged '‘Unaboml^cr" who W3s capuifed by FBI ageno m 
the spring ofi996; and Timothy MeVeij^ and his partner Terry 
Kichobv were careless while storing and uaining with explosives. 
Kaczv'nski allege dly kept bomb-nuking material in his cabin— a 
nu}or error- and the Oklahoma City bombers praciiced with 
unprusTsed explosives righi on the Nklioh funjly farm — i 
remarkably stnpid itWa, Althsmth Kaezynski. McVeigh, arid 
Nichols arc not gvierrillas buiapparcm murdcrcts {in McVeipirs 
ease i cr>nvktcd murderer), rhe priiKiples here are the »rac. 

Explosives training must he conducted under the striciesc 
security measures rorcnoal gaps in the guerrillas* sccunty apt»* 
rams run the gamut from being caught in a sling operadoo while 
buying explosKtit, dctouniors. fuses, and cap> to being seen or 
Ixard detunaring the dcsices at what they thought was a sire 
remote enough to escape ckteoion. 

Avoiding the first ^>roblem might require ihe u« of impru* 
vised explosives* by' using materials nor normally aastHaaieri »ith 
things that go boom in the night. Right ncm* I can spend 30 aec* 
ondv under your kitchen sink or in your garage or lonishcd and 
come up with all rlic sruftT need to blow your house flatter than 
i 3*day-<ild catlavcr’s HKG, And If ku» hve on a farm, well, you 
already know what certain fenilizer and fijd ud mixtures can do. 
[mprovisadon is an excellent way of eluding suspicion. Another 
means of acquiring explosives other than through legal channels 
is thdti however, cxplo^vc maieriab arc always kept in secure 
locations and arc often guarded. The gnernlla's best bet midn 
be to jmhush vehicles canying cxplonves rather than hitting a 
static stoNge ^ite. Bcu^arc, however, of explosives that may have 
raggants wtags indde them. These tags are tiny ctKkd markers 
iliat are placed inside the explosKc cnatcnal and can be idendhed 
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through Ibrensics, giving the other side ilie ability' to id I whetc 
the explosive caine from and therefore identify i chain of ciistudy 
that cuuld somehow lead to you. 

THE RIGHT EXPLOSIVE FOR THE JOB 

The guerrilla seldom has all the explosives he would like 
available for hU use. I'he truth of the mailer is that die gucrrilhi 
miisc often use what is at hand — what he can obtain by huuk or 
yf crook. Still, it u impar cant co try to use the right cxpio»»ivcs 
for each economy of fhrcc helps to avoid waiting 3 

explosive charge on a small job ihai could have l>een com* 
;>lcccd with half the charge. 

Cydonite (RUX) 

Most trequendy uscil in composite explosives like all the 
“comp*** (Comp A3, Comp R, Comp B4, and Comp C4}. KDX 
U an excel lent ex^slosive for the guerrilb because of us gre.ai 
power, versatihr>', and water resistance. The drawbacks arc its 
scnsicvity- ic ix vxry aensiove and therefore can detonate aco 
dentally with hole provocation under ftic right circumstances — 
and iu iKiisoiious tumea. 

RDX Comp^sittf 

A3 is mostly made of RDX wuli n biiider/deseiitiuaer made 
of wax. It is a very good explosive raa*d below the clfcctivcncss 
of pure RDX. Ii is quite warer* resistant hui Jike RDX, gives olT 
poisonous frimcs. 

Comp B, another gCKxl cxplosK^e lor guerrilla ops, is 60 per- 
cent RDX, 39 jvercent TNT {trinitrotoluene), and 1 perceni 
n*ax. Ic i» highly watcr*tcxutant and oilers uuutanding pu^er, 
but It naturally has those dangerous fumes from the RDX. 

<.’orap B4 is very similar in composition to Comp B; howcv 
cr, ii contains no wax but rather calcium silicate. It is like an 
up^u^lcd Comp B and has about the same pios and cons. 

CV*mp C4 is a well knowD explosive conxisnng ot'91 percent 
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plAstici7Cr. It ia l^fren used in underwater work, is quite moW- 
able, and is very brisaut (has great shattering power). 

PETN (Pentaerythrite Tetpanltrate) 

The guerriUi who gets his miiD cm this sniff has done gcx»d. 
Extremely pow^whil like R1>X, it is very wancr-rcsbtam and the 
fumes it produces aa* not nearK' as dai'gerous those of RDX. 
It’s great for undcrv,*aKr bridge and hull work. 

Amatol 

Wlwn vou cujubu^ equal amounts of ThTl and ammonium 
nitrate >nu gcT Amato) Not a lx»d explosive, but you ba\'« to 
keep it airti^t bccauic erf its baWi of absorbing moteiure like a 
^nge. Hcssarc of the tumw. 

Ammonium Niente (AN) 

Best used ibr creadsg holes m the ground because of i» vay 
slow rate of detonation (H.WI tcct/second u compared to 
KDX’s 27,400 fect/sccotul), this stuft'musr also be kq>t airtight. 
It is nut tor use in breaching or aicting 

Military Dynamite 

This ii often one of the m<i« available explosives the guerril- 
la can come across. Though not as brisant as RDX, milliary 
dynamite b still good for cratering. It is not rtiai useful in wet sit- 
uations. and the fumes it produces arc dangerous. 

Gominercial D>'naniite 

Unlike tniliiary dN-naroite, the coixunercial or standard variety 
dne.s catitain nitro^yctaic. Its rdaiiv'c cfTectivcncss depends on 
its exact makeup andean vary ^ndch tom maniifactufer to man- 
ufacturer. There arc tbiu kinds. 
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Straiglit Dynamite 

Siraigjat dynamite is simplv nitroglvccrinc mixed widi an 
inert tiller 

Gelatin 

DissoKed nitroglycerin and nitrncotion form the of this 

|Vjutici 2 cd dyaamitc. 

Ammonia CclailD 

An^moma gcladn is simply gelatin dynamite with ammonium 
n urate thrown in. 

AnuDooU Dynamite 

Ammooia dynamite U nitroglycerin and ammonium nitrate 
dvoainiie. 

TNT 

TNT and military dytutute arc not one and the same, ;n some 
Ibiks tend to think. VST has I’lerter briunce a\6 is good around 
wukt. The lumcs arc |u.< as bad as military dynamite, hosvcvcr. TKT 
is the '"base** upiouvci dut is. the e.xplosive aU others are com^ured 
n> wl>en determining their rdaiive effwrivcnc.is f Kh factor), 

Pentolire 

When ytiu have a SO/30 mix of PETN and TNT in a single 
e^plo$ivc. yuu have PentoUie. “Hitf Is another very good CT|^Io* 
sive, but, as expected, the fumes arc bad. 

Tetrytol 

A combination of 75 percent tetryl and 25 percent TN'J’ 
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tjeare^ Tcn^tal, The advauiage^ of this explosive aiv uicreastd 
brisance md force along uith reduced scasiriN’ity. *l*he fiimcs arc 
srill dangerous. 

Nitroglycerin 

The cJiifcmcly sensthve nature of niiroglyccimii nora msth. 
Although it is oac »>f the most powerful erplosives, its uses arc 
limued in its pure form because oi this scnsiitrity. 

DEMO GUIDELIKES 

'Iftc guerrilla, when selecting rhe right explosKv for a partic- 
ular job, rrnust conswkf rhe following guiddinra if he docsinftet 
have a choice of explosives. 

• iunicicnc power and hfisaocc u*» accomplish ihe mbsiw 

• rcswtartcc ro tetaperarure cxacine' and various sioragc con* 
dithms 

• stability in handling -not prone w dctonailon Itoro jarring 
and tnerion 

• usefulness in vret dimai» or underwater 

• ease of ban^lhng srith regard to size* packaging, wdgin. and 
so Oil — nt>t cumbersome 

• ability to be haruUcU uitW ivrith certain precautions^ by 
gvierrillas {foine avoidance > 

• depends hi I itv Insofar as detonation goes w beu (he initiator 
fires 

• abilirv’ to be detonated Mih a variety of iniiiatort 

TYTZS OF CHARGED 

The charge you select must be the very best avaUable for foe 
job, and the gtierrilb leader must strive to auain as wide a vari- 
ety of cx}>lo«iivc8 u possible so that he has what he needs avail- 
able when the time comes. Oftentimes, through foeft. raids, and 
ambushes, block demohuon charges can be acquired. 
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Block Demolition Ctiaig;cs 



Ibcse charges are the guerrilla’s mainstav far breaching, cra- 
Konp, and cutung jc^ *1 hey come in cyiindricaJ (ro))} and rcc- 
I angular packages. All arc made of either ( omp ‘INI*, ammo- 

iiium nitiaic, or Tctrvtol. 

Roll Denkolitimi Charge: M186 

Used when >*ou need to wrap a charge around objeas svirl^ 
diameters in excess of one foot, foe M186 comes m a 50* fool 
roll and is in fact a rolled focet explosive. You get half' a pound 
of either RDX or PH I’N in a font of the erplosivc, A complca* 
comains 15 blasting cap holders [MS). Ii conies in a 
satchel. ‘nUs clurge is good for vutring pilons aiui large trees, 
but the surface must l>c free of ruat, m<nstujv, kc. and din if the 
adhcAve cape on the chaige is ro hold 

AmmoiuuDi Nitrate KoU 

The 40 -pound ammonium nitrate roll (50 pountb of AN 
and 10 pounds of TNT u a buustet) is ao excellent entering 
charge and can be used cajuly in xiruadom chat require the 
vhargv to be lowered on a cord nr rope hecaaxc of its acQchcd 
Imvcring ring. (You can lower it in front of a turmel 
cmrance/exit Irom alvjve. into a well, into a storage area tfom i 
Imib the security forces ftukd to cut, or whar have you.) 

rNT Block 

Versatile and conimonplacc, TNT blocks come in 1/4* 
pound. 1 /2-pound, and I -pound package*. D<jn*t think that a 
mere quarter ptnind of TNT is of lililc use; if you use your imag- 
ination and employ such a charge agamst the liglu target, it can 
really impress the enemy. For instance, the guerrillas might step 
an enemy food delivery truck cn fotitc to an enemy ba^e in <jrder 
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to -collect noir' TOile the dii«r and any passengers arc bong 
qucstii-M^cd and shaken dcron, an unseen guciriJb emm the 
truck and places a chaigc inside a large can of coffee or some 
other easily accessed coDKiinerv sets ihc dmer, packs some nails 
around it. then retails the container ssith wbatcwf he took out. 
The dnver and passcogera arc then sent on their way. Set to det- 
onate during hreakiast when the ccxiks will be refilling the cot- 
fee urns frequently, the device stands a chance of detonating near 
rite enemy as they eat. 

Block Demolition Chaiget M112 

Thte I l/4-pound bnck of CA is versatile and therefore <»f 
interest tu the gucmlta. It has an adhesive backing that allows 
the charge to be anached to many rspes of surlacc^ it i* pack- 
aged in an olive drab ^Tapper and has excclkm brsante. plus ii 
is very good for using on objeer* with irregular shapes, such as 
guners. This charge U mon often used tof cuning and breach- 
ing opericiotu. 

Since ii ^ made of C4. it is caaUy molded for use in special 
situations. However, ilii^ charge will have to be taped ro surlactt 
that either have some sort of residue on them or arc frozen or 
veer. Also, coniadcr the sveigbt of the charge— tt i«rt a nice, even 
number Nic<s even numbers make it easy to calculate the 
rcquiccvl charge size needed to do iJw job cleanly. Your math is 
going to iiave to be up to speed with cliis charge. 

Block Demoliclon Charge: Ml 18 

The name is mifs leading rhis char^ Isn't a block so much as 
it is a packiige of lour thin sheets of other PETN or RDX, each 
sheet weighing half a pound and mcasuiii^^ 1/4 x 3" x 12' 
This packaging design is tor versatiiity of nsc, and each sheet can 
be easily cut to the shape needed and used on curved or other 
irregular suf feces, trcci fairb' lai^e targets to small taigets. 
Adding to the charge’s versatility is the adhesve backing and the 
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charge's ability to be used in underwater dcmufitions such as hit 
nng subsurface bridge pilings. 



Shaped Charges 



Tlwx arc sour primary shaped diaiges in the U-S. inventory' and 
<ach h vvtindrical with a funnekd nose cuoc on one cn%l Tliis cone 
uioiscs the durge on a small area. These durgu^ are gcxjd tor crratii^ 
holes in thu^sis inch a it>ads> tamucs. bridges, ervxrctc, and so on. 



The M2A.^ aivd M2A4 shaped chargw arc bath IS-poimd 

cliarges, hut the A3 ut 

50/50 Pcnic^rc booster 
^ PcnuiUcc, whereas 
fhe A4 is C^mp B w'lth a 
Comp A3 Iviosier. 

T'i difference between 

' I charges is that the 

M2 A4 is ami ally less 

sensitive to tilings blow- 
I ng up or tiring around it. 



M.^Strw 

71*1 c rwx) charges in the 
M3 Series are 4fl- pound 
charges. They ace used 
]ust like rlieif smaller xistcr 
series. 

The M3 itself is made 
of Comp h wirii a 50/50 
Pcmolitc booster. TIk 
M 3AI is alw cortipuscd 
of Comp B, but it ha.n i 
Como A3 lH)osterwith ir, 



"n>c gucmIU csinft the ccplosivT 
TreiQ opbifcd inoiulioiu like ths 
antEtink round for Ucer uw. 



np Gvexrilla anj Exi*L:>sivp« 



Again, the Comp A3 makes the charge less suscephWc to giuv 
tire ami nearby explosions. 

These arc the demolition haaics I’ll cover in this book. I 
an n’t go inw any more detail here because I would end up turn- 
ing this book into a demoHtions book, and I don't n-ani to do 
that. However, I htghlv recommend >*ou consult the Paladin 
l*rcss catalog for books tm demolidoas and crpk>fflves, including 
improvised explosives. 
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Strategy, Operational Art, 
and Battlefield Tactics 



"^Straujfyy wlrn prMSt(f4 Indianx, is e/^fUd ireachffy , " 

—Aji uioayau'j» V Cas'dry uillser, c. Jilfta 

"Hvfryifady 'f m^in \ evciy6ady V ‘baby . * 

— Ihr 

••Uivc Shack’ 

How i$ if rhar certain guerrilla force.i are ultiniaiely .success* 
fill in tlie lace ot* ghm odd$ 1 at least in a Qujnencdl and techno* 
'ogical sense) and others lail miserably I In the end, we .see that 
no single lucror def ermines wito » the winner and who is rhe 
kKer, but rather who knew tlieir enemy best and who used that 
knuvslcc^sc to his greatest advance . These ti uths arc ^pUcablc 
lo every miliiary or paranuhtary action, regirdlesis of the narure 
of (he combatants. 

Of primary importance to the guerrilla is a complete and 
ifuthtui ondersinndingofhowtlie enemy ihinks iiuhree realms; 
national strategy, operational art. and battlefield tactics. 
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NATIONAL STRATEGY 



Nearly all Weston armies first lay out tiwr Moonal strategy 
(i^., their goals or pobev* ob)ccm*cs:. then examine hw i\yev ^ 
vvill achieve those goals through their national pou^r. SaDonal 
power comisr/i ot'aaions broken down into ihc foDfwing Bnx anas: 

• liiplomatic 

• economic 

• Tcchcoloj^dl 

• psychological 

• military 

The successful gactriHa Ibree must first rccognttc each of 
these actions and then take the nccewary and appropriate 
10 counter each one as hot it can, All oi the most masieffijj 
guerrilla tbrcca i\^ve uiutcrsuxKl Ac importance of engaging 
the enemy at some level along these iHx front*, including 
American guerrillas during the Revolutionary War, Mao'* gucr- 
nllis during World War II. and ihc Vieiminh and Vicicong dur- 
ing iHc French' Insinchma and Vietnam VVaft, ^es^>ectively. Yet ii 
is interesting to note here that despiu* Presidcni Kenned)-'* 
directed reftKUBing of American military might on anti- and 
couiiicrguernlU warfare in the spring of 1961 and thousands of 
veam of guerrilla warfare history, onI> a tiny liandftjl of 
American officers undcrsctxjd the guerrilla, 'Ihis remarkable 
lack of c<imprchension allowed Ho and Clip to defeat not oidy 
the French bul the Americans as well, even though hindsight 
tdis us tbu we could have, and sliould have, anticipaied North 
Vietnam’s straregy, Dt^tc ihc assertions of some authors that 
the tttaiegv* of the North Vietnamese was something entirely 
nesv, we now know that ihe concept of dau tranh was as alive 
when Kublai Khan unuded what was to become known as 
Indochina, as it was when France and Amend followed m hts 
footsteps. In addition. Douglas Pike, a noted authority on 
Vietnamese w^arfere. stated that the North Vietnamese guernlla 

C.irruiLiA* i> aa.>r 



vvar^c style is one that ‘‘has no known coiimersrracegy.” At 
•ii^i glance, this claim well appear lo be a truism, but tlie 
faci of the inatnir is that Amerka did aut have tiic resolve to win 
ihc war no matter what the c«)st, and the North Vietnamese 
mew this (a fact that was central to their national straurgy ). It 
could have done so with a single liydrogen bomb, but the 
Monh ^emamese correctly antidpaicd thJt ft was infeasible tor 
[he Americans to use such a weapon against so apparently back- 
ward a fix: ii'.tcrnarional outrage over the use ul such a weapon 
at such a lime againet such an enemy would effectively prevent 
its use. The Comraunisii had preempted fi>ur of America's 
naiionai power elements: economic isanenons would surely 
have been levied against America j, psychological ^'America knew 
ir had the ultimate weapon hut w*as prevented lrr>m using it by 
economics and world petception and opinion), techttological 
(the tvorid’s most advanced saciun couldn’t play its in imp 
card), and miliury (America was prc\‘cntcd from uemg all oi its 
combat powxt). This situaiion can he likened to a vicious fisc 
light IxTwccn a smaller man and a bigger man uiio ha.< a gun, 
wherein tlx presence of too muiv witnesses prevent* die bigger 
man frocn usiog his gun. 

[.et’s examine the dner points of whai a narional strategy 
comprises. 

Diplomatic 

The guerrillas must liave a clevxr diplninitic strategy, one 
that gives rhe appearance of suKcrity' but ihai, in reaim^ i>i meant 
only to frustnue and wYaken the enemy <jver an extended period 
of time. Look bow long Anienca sjxnt negonating with die 
North Vietnamese government in Parii bedire a deal was finally 
.<iruck-^deaJ that (he (kvniounitis, of course, had no intenuoii 
ot honoring, even though die Clirwdna* bomWng of 1972 had 
literally laid \va*te to North Vietnam. It was pan of dicir jution- 
ai vtraurgy to wear us down at the peace tabic and finally strike a 
ha^in that would quiddy remove all .American combat tbreea 



<iCt*«IMA WJS30M 

aS 



frf>m South Viemam and ^top the bomhing of North VktDJMi. 
Just over two yearA iftet the treaiy was sij^ned. Nonh 
Vietnamese tanks folkd inm the Amcruran embass)* compounii 
in Saigon, vimiallv iino^>j>oscd- 

Diplot^axic strategy works especially wvU when the guerrillas 
are ably assisted by ignoram> easily duped, compliant, and 
actrcjncly naive “joumalisis*' such ai 'I he Washington Pwrculvim- 
ni « Richard Colve n t A be Rrr platlbrm Ibr \mxen of this ilk dt>« 
noi and could not ciisi. i Cohen's astounding commenu on the 
deaths of the 'I'upac Amaru lefforisn ac the hands of emifageou* 
Peruvian coitimandos tell the tale of a man who continues to 
play directly into the hands of tcrromis worldwide, hx instance, 
in a column Cohen authored shortly attcr the seige ended, he 
poimedfy refused to reter to tlw icfrofisis as such, tailing tlicm 
"guerrillas’' instead. Guerrillas, of course, engage only miliiary 
rargeu; they tio not attack retvdcnccs Ailed with several hundred 
innocent civilians and tltey are recognised by ihe CWncva 
Conventions. Oihcn willinglv lends the terrorists a sense of 
Icgibmacy bv calling them guerrillas. 

Cnhcn claims that some of the “guerrillas” “mat' have been 
sununarity executed,” but again fails r<» mention— aud even plays 
dtjvvn— the 'I’upac Amaru’s Im^ and very gruesome history of 
I'inmhings. arson, kid logs, murders, and loriure. He goes 
ou to say, through his own special brand of rcvisonisl hUtory 
and convenient omivlnn of the beta, that the killing of die ter* 
fCirisT.s may have been “an abuse of human rights . . . more trou 
blii^ than anything the Tupac Amaru has done.” bun her. 
Cohen $tatc» that the Tupac Amaru are “liardK* a blcxidthirsty 
group.” The Tupac Amaru gain much when alleged journal isi.s 
like Cohen “forget” that wme of the ^r>up's lavwtc targets arc 
KFC restaurants dlkd with children. 

Cohen even went so far os ro complain that Nestor Orpa, 
the merciless and maniacal Tupac Amaru leader whi> ctHnixund- 
cd the slaughter of tliou.sands of civilian men, women, and chil* 
dren dunng his murderous reign, had been shot in the forehead 
during the operation. Nowhere in the cc^umn docs Cohen ever 
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mention or grieve ibr the piles of bodies lestih'irig lo the Keim>i.ia 
orath of ihe Tupac .Amaru. 

I wonder what Q«hcn'^ lake on the 1976 briicii raid at 
Kiircbbe? 

It is people like Co him who sec Charles Manson as being a 
inisundcnt<x)d humanist. Mu'ammar QaddaA and .Saddam 
Hvissein as being unfairly maligned peace activi^s, and Ahintaei 
Guzman as liemg a persecuied dreamer 

If a guerrilla group can get kjjiicoiic like Cohen— or berrer 
yci, Cxihcn himself— on its adc, it is horrunaic indeed. 

Hconomic 

Bringing economic hardship on an enemy can be compara 
lively esM'. *1 he key is proiracion; rhar is, keeping rhe enemy 
ruacs involved in ll« war for a lengthy period of' time until ii 
wean on their country's economy to a debilitating degree. The 
drawback co this is the requirement thr the guerrilla leaders r<i 
liAV« compleie conildenee in the guerrillas' renaciry, whldi inusi 
be Mjfdiient to ouiUst the enemy. 

The government of the People's Democratic Republic of 
N'icrnam undersrood rhat rite American people would never staitd 
*br a drawn-out war dial coal them tens of thousands uf their 
lives over a period of several years. They knew that die 
American |>coplc were very tired ar dw end of Wr^rld War 11. 
wliieb ha^l Lasied only four yean Ibr Anenca, and were bitter 
About the result ol* the Korean War, which ended aftiT a mere 
dirce year^. In faci, they knew chat riic longest war rhe Americans 
had ever fought inol mcluding die Indian Wars: was (heir \Var of 
1 iJcpcndcncc, and that waa centuries earlier. Hutory told them 
that lime was indeed on their «dc, and the naiv'c— .wmc would 
say ignonuil, even stupid— poliiiciaru and generdis running the 
ttar onh served cu bolster the Communisb* resolve. 

Technological 

Seldom will the guerrillas luive technology more adv*auecd 
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than ;ar even equal to; that of the government tueves tl>ey arc 
figluing. To dftettveh* deal with this proHcm, ihe gucfrillas | 
most have a two- pronged approach. Rrsi, they muse use dcccp- • 
non to make the enemy betiev'C that their su|vefior tcchnoiogy is I 
causing tremendous damage to the haple.ss and frustrated guer- ) 
rillas and thus continue to dewte time, energy; and moiicy to 
that end, even thouglt in reality ii is having little, tf any, effect. 
And aeconiL the guerrillas must seek, find, and exploit gaps in 
r h c enemy 'h tech rwiogy. 

Mobility U often key to the lauer. hv instance, if a guerrilla < 
forte were to purchase or otherwise acquire mobile mi»ilc sys- 
tems such a< the SCUD-B find SCUD-C, n could conceivably use 
the same tatties Saddam's troops used during the GulfWar. Hw, > 
pennanent SCUD launch sites were left laigdy undefended and 
were in lacr tacriddal lambt meant w be destroyed by CwJiiton j 
forces. However, the mobile launchers |on tnicks; were madden- < 
ingly difficuh for the Coalidoo to bcacc and destroy because of 
hc»w easy they were to hide, move, finr. and ihcn hide again, bven , 
driring U.S, Army Special Howes (Green Beret s,i driving armed 
dune buggies {(^hci'iowiih Fast Attack Vehicles, or HAVs) in the 
licserrs of Iraq had difficulrx' ftittiing mobile SCUD Uimchcrs. 

Psycholt^teal 

Psychological operations conducted by guerrillas arc often- 
tin^s ami»g tlic most effective w-eapons they can bring to bear 
uiuheir loc, especially when linked to a protracted cvnHict. 

The doomed SoNict invasion of Al^anisian is a cla.wc exam- ' 
pie of this. A» die war dragged on and more and more Kasxiaa 
boys were .«cnt home in body to Mother Rusaa and ilidr 
Russian nioihcps, morale oo t!>e front lines i which were cxcrvrac- J 
K' vague) and back home in Leningrad, Vladivostolt. and 
Moscow plummeted. The cctrcme terrain and harsh wxachcr of 
Aighamstan, the apparent itivindbilicy of the mojiliadcen. and 
the wanit 45 support of the Russian populace, who never saw the 
owning r>f Af^ani^taii as being in the B^ssian national interest, 
all came together in one p5y*f>P« 
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And the Ruisiaiu have yet to learn iheir lesson. Clicchen 
^-rrillaa, in thdr struggle fruindepeudcocc, comiiiualK' demol- 
ished Russian regulars, dc^in: what one would think would be 
overwhelming technological firepower and loghtical abUitv*. 

Military 

Hi Rally, the guerrillas must be ticilciily adept and adaptable 
n> the tactics used by the enemy. Also, gucrrillaii must quickly 
learn tactics to exploit bartlelield condiiioas such ax weather and 
tfirain features. Gap’s fortes at Khe Sanh during rbc Ter 
Otfensivc of 1968 laid siege to the Manat fire base and were 
relying upon the monsoons to deny the leathernecks resupply 
jnd ability to mourn an efTeciive counterattack. Rut when 
the nwnsoon* bfed early, Giap’s forces were lefi very vulnerable 
CO I he nussivc counterattack conducted by the Marines tlirougli 
the use of combined arms concepts UsKira*d w'capons systems 
being brought co bear on the enemy in such a w'ay that he i* put 
ill a dilemma i. Glop's bod luck and lack of a plan R resulted in a 
ma&sive defeat ai rhe hands c>f some \cry angry Mahne«. and as 
many armies and thugs can attexi, angry Marines arc bod tor 
one's mtirolc. 

OPRRATIONAL ART 

Hot the guerrilla, operational art dictates general guidelines 
ibr when he h supposed to ftghr and wiicn he i.^i not. The must 
rudimcnDry rule of guerrilla warfare is frghl wrien you have rhe 
best chance of winning an imporcuit victory and avoid or break 
contact when you don't. Guerrilla misters have rmuined true to 
(his atlom for as long a» dxre have been guerrillas. 

Amcncjn tninutemen would not initiate an ambush on the 
RritUkh redcoats unless they were quite certain of victory, 
lapjncse soldiers in the Philippines, who remained behind after 
*hc war was over (and who w*crc separated from their units), only 
vnp^cd the enemy when they thought it most to their adv*an- 
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rage. The Vicicong aimust alw-ays lay low imdl ihc tajiicaJ ^^nlA- 
cLon favored them. The icrrorists fwhom many of the .American 
media Ukc m call guerrillas, not fast Richard Cohero running 
rampant over orach of Lebanon in ihc 1980s always chose to 
engage rhe American and French ■‘peace-lrfepii^’’ forces in 
ambushes ihjl took advantage of lethal mistakes made by the 
Marines and the politiciana who controilcd them from the safe- 
ty of their pliish Washington olticca. 

For the enemy commander, rational art is that which 
links ihe raciics he employees on the Isattletield to hi» govem- 
meiii's muional strategy by giving meaning to his operaDoas. 
You can htt that the gosxrnmcnt crying to put an end n> a guer- 
rilla ineurgcnc}' is going to do evcrvThiivg in ns |Htwer to avoid 
situations where the guerrillas are likely to come oot on top and 
thus move closer tu the realuuion of* their goah. Therefore, 
gucrrilb svarHirc ac the r^rational art level is a game ofoiMssii- 
ring rhe enemy army and exposing deciMvc. explotrablc gap* 
wuhin the frarnewurkol cheix maneuvers, leadership, communi- 
cations nee, and logisGcs train. 

In order to predict h<*pw rhe enemy's operatii«i* will take 
slu^ve. I lie cuernlla nwm Lmth grasp the enemy s national sirate 
gy and understand his battle held tacDcs. The former is done 
througl’i the sound collcenon and imerpreTaiion of the enemy** 
claims released through the media and through varitiu* propa 
giuada ageock* and mechanisms. The latter is accomplished by 
closely studying the enemy's militAry hUiory and dogma, gach* 
eritig idcticdl and upcrational intelligence, and accuraiclv inter* 
precing that intelligence. Once this is accomfdished. the guerril- 
la can tnrmulaie his own stnuegs' for cjtgaging ami detecting the 
enemy on all tri.»ni3. 

BATTLEFIELD TACTICS 

This is tlie mm- grift)' of guerrilla sv'arfare — how the gucml* 
la locate.s, close* with, and destroys the enony in a place of the 
guerrilla^ choo^gand at a time he considers to he most advan- 
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guerrillas Aod tbdr eaerny are nearly equal in cuticaJ exper* 
tiae as wdl as lechunlogT. 
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Tactia require hnpnivisatlMi. Thc»c MAriacat are uaui^ a Jafvnnc widitf '4 
bodf as pmteetkin ainj a mucsk rcac. i Dq»rtinc»( of Defers phcpto. > 
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Ugcmi^, Mao undcntciod thi» u ihc fuuaJatiaD of gucmlb 
stratcpv* and stressed the absolute cnhcality of picnilbs being 
highk mobile and alen and ar the ready to attack. 

Guerrilliis conduct combat opctacocu along rwo primary 
paths: 1) ambuihmg enemy misaions and convovs and 2) con* 
ducung siirpnac attacks on outposts airh ibe IxiUowmg charac 
Icristics: 

* I hey are diflicuh lor the enemy to protcci with fire support 
[mortars, artillery^ naval gunftre. and close air) or ranlbrec 
>vith addidt>nal manpower. 

• They arc cbfrtculr ro support logwically, i.c . rcfupply is 
extremely dangeroui if not impowiblc. 

Giicrrilla intianrry ucrics nwm be built around the maxim 
chat a small force can handily dsdeat a much larger one if the 
oTfensree principles ce exploiting ss'cakrvcsMS, neuirahzing the 
enemy's abilicv to react cffccrK'ely. concern rating com ter prmvr, 
unhang surprise, and exhibiting lH>Unc9» arc lully developed 
and employed. 

Two examples i>f how smaller fetrees deleaicd much larger 
iind moa* pouvrKil American Ibrces ate the bombing of the 
Marine Amphibious L'niiS Banahon I unding 'l earn bar- 
racks in Beirut in October 198.^ fresuhing id the loss of 241 
men] and the am hush of a U.S. Army Rsmgcr hdi borne insertion 
in Mogadishu a bom lU years later i\H killed i. 

In the tirst example, one man it he vehicle's driver) and bis 
support team were able ro defeat a huge ti>rcc in a fetal ly unde- 
fended position by curreedy isccrtaining ihai ihe Amencan gov 
emment had 1) not learned its lesaori in V*ictnatD regarding ns'cr- 
i*cscriciivc rules of engagetnent »ROE) ithc Mannes in BeirviC 
were ordered by the UTiitc House to noi load ilieir weapons and 
prevctit/fctum dre unless specifically authwiacd by a com mis- 
isioned officer — a 22 -year old second iicutenani snili 30 days* 
experience in the Hcct Marine Force could issue orders tci rcrom 
fire, but a Acrgcanc majnr wuh 30 yeufs* experience and three 
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wars under his bclccoulJ not — a policy recommended by Robert 
McFarland and supported bv liac Corps' Commandant, CcDcmi 
PX. Kelley j and 2) had not taken the ncccsisary steps to peevent 
a repeal of ihc vehicle- bomb tactics MiccessfiiUy used against the 
American embassy in dial city six months carher (And it is inter 
cMing ro note that dozens of Americans ha'*c been killed and 
hundreds wryunded by vchKic bombs dciunaied at static VS- 
armed forces fiacilincs in Saudi Arabia in recent montfu; svill 
,\mcrkan iVuvcs and fhe politicians controUmg them ever learn?) 

The wcoxid example lells of a uni r that felled ro adapt to the 
.;biliDcs<if what tt considered lo be no more than an unruly haiid 
u; hooligans led by an aging warlord i the late Mohammed Fanih 
Aiilid) and used fa rally und unr^cccssarilyi brash taciic» by 
.mcmpdng a helicopter raid in l>foad daylighr 

Ibis was grotesquely added to by the late and then -See retd ry 
ot Defense l.es Aspm and two tif his pnmary advisors, Gen. 
loscph Hoar leommander in chief of the U.S. Central 
< rtmmand; and tlic chainnaD of the ]Oini Jnefe of staff Gen. 
Colin Towel I I who has publicly blamed his subordinates niher 
than accept any <»f the ret 4 y>nsibiiiry hirmclfi. In this last exam- 
ple, Maj. Ccn. Tom Momgomery, who ar the time was in charge 
of ihe Somalia operaoon, haxl requested unks from Hoar and 
Powell ID case ihetr iminiidaiing Brtpower were nenied by ihe 
army alfer die Manner slcywried. Hnw'cvcr, attcr Hoar and 
Powell failed ro sulBciendy back Montgomery’s request, wliich 
(exulted in (lie unks' being denied by .\&pin ' who rcugned sooi^ 
after the death of the soldicj^ in quesnnn ). Montgomery dceid- 
e«.l to go ahead with the p(M>rly planned and uiepily led open* 
Oon without the lanki, a tcrrjblc dcctfion compounded by the 
head Rangci, Gen. Wiliiani Garriwn. wlw began ordering by 
radio: he wasn't actually at the scene of the battlc-^the on -scene 
k.omiYiandcr <Lt. Cul. Daniel Me Knight j to do this aii^l that and 
go here and (here in a xKwus dghl ihe general w'asn’i anywhere 
•tear. AiJid’s guernlbs mangled the Americans wiib murdcrcius 
machine pun fire and repeated voUcy'x of' rocket- propel led 
grenade \RPG) fire aimed a I the hovering and cmcmcly viilncr- 
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able helicopters belonging tu the I60lh J^>ecial t^peiaiicMw 
A\iatioji Regiment. Making matrci^ worse was I he ourngeoos 
lack ot’coniingency planning by the Rangers and IVlu Force 
commandus, wtio had to wait fist houia for relief to iu»mt lo 
rheir aid. And dial was provided by Malaysian and Pakistani 
D.N. forces. 

Guerrilla forces chat know the enemy commanders won't be 
held ac CO urn a hie for dKir dilutes are made all the more hoki by 
(heir tippunem's deadk display's nC cockiness. 

Oficnahx Maneuvers 

The guerrilla uni; muAt be able to condua a variety ofoflen- 
sive maneuvers ifit Is to be ilesible enough lo cvry on and win 
a war against a numerically and tccbnologicjlly superior foe. 
Forcuruitely, it has been proven dme and again ebat comeniioii' 
at forces, when pitted agnins; a well- led, disciplined, dedicated. 
and trained guerrilla force, stand a nuieh-reduced dunce of ever 
rvalizing victory. What berttr examples ot* this axiom than the 
disastrous french nod Anieriean forays into IndrKhina and the 
^*iet Union's heal iDvauon of Al'ghaoistai^? 

But 10 lie ricrorioui. the guerrillas mitfc scleet aixl employ i he 
correct toetia for the siUMtion. When considering this, guer* 
rilln leader must contemplate sevxn faeiors atTeering bis decision. 
They can be remembered is the acronym METT*TS*L. 

« .Siission, This is the commander's intent, i.c., ss hai be w*anTs 
tu achieve. It should lie simple and dear to cixry guerrilla, 
right down to the lowest man in the (bod chain. .Moke the 
object tve clear, and then make dear the reason why that 
abjccCLVc ho6 been chofen. The guerrilla who understands 
why he is doing sumcchiog is more dangerous (0 (lie enemy 
chan the guerrilla sriin just gix.s thnnigh the motions with- 
out really unde (standing die pur)X)se behind the attack. 

• F.nony, Here you must inform wur guerrillas of everything 
that is known, likely, or sus^iened about enemy strength, 
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compo^on, ar>d ilispoAtioa, This indudes but is not limit- 
ed to his weapons, tactics, morale, leadership, logisrics, and 
supportmg cquipmem; his orgaJU7aiion and whai types of 
trot^ lie IS made up of (iiifanrry. armor, engineers, motor 
transpori, conimunicadoos, ec.l; and whai he is up to ai (he 
moment riigluly dug in, deeply dug in, on the move aJoug a 
trail or road, awaiting resupply in a pa.smn.% etc.). 

Terrain, 'lo the guerrilla, terrain means everything. It 
includes not only the lay of the land but the vegetation, all 
Imdies of u*arer, man made features, and mure. The acronym 
KCXtOA can be used to help remember and plan fur the 
efftenve use of terrain; 

K • Key Terrain Fcaciuvs 
O - O^caclcs 

C ■ Cm'cr and Concealment 
0 ■ ObscfV'atKin Points and Fields of Fire 
A ■ Avenues of ,^pproaeh 

Troops and Hire Support .Available. The leader tiuist select 
ihe guerrillas for the mission anda-ssign them their tasks. Fire 
support, such 05 niorar reams and antiarm<jr asaaiilr tcam^, 
mu$t be identified and planned hir. Signab K)r ordciing nrc 
vup|.iori are also Ivougbr our. 

Tune. Tune constraints arc imporruir because guerrilla oper 
adoDs axe abiKAt always brief and very violent. Fnsurc that 
all the gucrrillaa understand this. 

Space. This is where the leafier covers boundaries ('cnnnDl 
nKOsurcsl Jnigned tu lutut advances and flanks. He must per* 
form a careful map study tu determine wiim rermin leaiure^ 
act 05 naruraj boundaries that un bud; ben; in die enemy and 
serve to lei the guerrilla know that he is near a boundary, 
laagistics. Kach gucrnJlo must have a solid understanding of 
cvcfv logistical concern. Ain munition, medical supplies and 
6icilioe$, food and water, extraction, and udicr facets of 
logistics have lo be well thought out and communicated to 
every man. 
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It'rirconnrtiiwnve patrols rcpori ihat, without a doubt, the 
encn\y could be overrun along a l>road front by a sudden, 
unexpected charge, d frontal attack might be called ibr. Btif 



1 hese Nor P«op(«*s Amv (crrorisu ac4)uirctl their ML6s bj' raiding 
riiilippiiie gvremmou Amtoricit anH ambushing gaverrunent parriiU, 
They on EcrfoKiir^ Ittfcause of their hivtocy ot kidnapping .tnd nmrder. 






Kaids 



One of the most common guerrilla actions in the realm ot’ 
ofTciuist maneu«r is die raid. In keeping >^uh gt«mlU strategy 
aivd raciicai theory, raids are yiiddcn. unexpected, vkalcm. dcsinic 
Qvc. and always have a planned withdfins'al that immcdjaieK* fol- 
lows the end of the mhsion (whether it was successful or not). 

There are any number of rexsons why a guerrilU unit con- 
ducts a raid. Tlie garnering of wcajtons, amnuinit:«HU communi* 
cations gear, fwsonets. and supplies arc juat a tew. [in manv 
caacs, raids are the giicmllas* primary means of rcsuiYly.} 
Mcticiiious planning, audactiv, cvmning, and very gjvid intdlj- 
gcncc arc demanded ot the raiding parry. Supporting clemcms 
inns; he at the ready lo help withdraw the raiders regardless of 
the situation Should a guerrilla be separated from his unit, he 
must possess the skilU and will to avoid capttuc and regain his 
unit on his own. 

I>rohably the most impr>nAm part of the raid w intclUgeiKe. 
Gucrnllas nmsr never conduct a raid on hopes and wishes, but 
rather vcnfie^l imelligcncc reports that tell of much to be gained 
by ri^ikmg a raid. A detailed rcconnaissunce plan is rci^uirc^l, one 
that produces solid mtbnnaoon on the louies of march, assem- 
hk areas. line of departure, automatic weapons posuions, mine 
fields, mortar postioivs, obstacles, individual readiness, reserve 
forces, command posts, and mynad other ^lors ihat will have 
t)) effect on tile outcome of ±c miwon, 

L^cellenr contingency' plans must also be made m case all 
does not go as planned, aud fehcarsah conducted with strict 
adherence to standard opcracottal procedures, unda the super- 
vision of seasoned KCOs, must be par! ot* the process 



bVontal Attacks 



68 



69 






i i i 

FRONTAL ATTACK 

&uch d cracks arc ilvviys considered i btt resort because of ilie 
OLtreme dar\ger inv<iK>:d; il'rccoQ reporis were wrong and the 
gticrrillAs run into a trap, rhe charwes of them being masucred 
are out branding. 

Speed and surprise arc the keys to a successi^l frontal attack. 
If the guerrilla eotiunattder saspccts that the cncay has been 
ti^>^>ed o(ty the aruck mu^t be canceled and rtew plan5 laid. There 
is very little room for error in a Irontal attack, liven the japancsc.. 
»iio w*erc often wUlmg to empkiv their chilling banzai charges ai 
Marine positions during the War in the Pacific, seldom achieved 
viewry bcxiusc tlic Marines* stood their ground and used inter- 
locking fields of Hre with support from indirect fire u'capons to 
mow down the atrackers. 

Point Pcocttations 

'I* his was 1 favontc of ihe Wiminh during the French- 
Indochnu War and the 'NuctcoDg during the V'ietnam War. It 
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.Bve^ves a sudden pcnrtiaiioQ of the enemy's defenses at a single 
x>int, vktuch is quickly hallowed by the gap being rapidly 
widened to allow tbUow oD hirccs to rush through \i in the con* 
fusion ID stnkc a decisive blow within the enemy's componnd. It 
is very risky but, as such, often offers g?rai reward when done 

vunccfly. 

How' the tuptute of the defenses will be accompli sited sit- 
uorionol and will be determined by the leader after a careftd 
reconnaissance andcvaluadon of those defenses to select the best 
possiMe point. l*hc trick is to pKk dtc right place for the rupture 
(whieli must take place quickly), iJisraiuK* widen rhat gap na rhat 
I he assault tbivc con enter the cumpuund without being cut 
down hy fields of inccr 1 <»clung automatic weapons tire, 2nd then 
get 10 the main fargei in a hurry and desrroy it. Olwjnusly, unless 
the plaA is Ibr the gticrrillas to actually gain total comrol of tl>e 
olvjccDvc, they must also have a plan for withdrawal that gets 
them our of there before fire nipporr ajid the counterattack h>rec 
can be deployed. 




POINT PKCBTRATION 
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Single Envelopmcats 



The single envclopmcat is one of ihe mo&t useful forms of 
(iiancuvcr lor a gucrriCa force. Here, a supporting attack by a 
smaller group r>f guerrillas engages the enemy at a location along 
the enemy’s defensive perimeter that makes the enemy believe a 
major attack is under vsmv there. In rcahev, a larger or more heav- 
ily arn)ed force has quietly sneaked imo another posiiion along a 
vLiinerabk flank that ssiil gh*c them access to a deciave ubjectrvc 
inside the enemy's perimeter. When the enemy commits his forces 
to the supporting attack, die enveloping force strikes ^ickly and 
u'vagdy, dci^cruying the objccchx’ selected for its criticality. 

The following arc the keys to a successful empkwixKiat of a 
single envelopment: 



■ i\ supporting attack chat convinces the enemy it is the main 
attack 

« aj\ cnvelupiag force (bat has asxadcd dcKcbon until ir tf too bre 
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• die selection of an objccrivr that is tmiy deceive and viiinerable 

• an enveloping force that has sufficient combat power to seize 
or destroy the objective before the enemy’s reserve force has 
the opponunit)' to cuunierattack 

Sliould the enveloping force be discuveted trying to get 
mco position, the attack must be canceled and the supporting 
and envde^ing forces svithdrawn mimediamly au foaC the 
enemy is unable to conduct pursuit or erpioiTation operations 
againsr the guerrillas. 

Ooulale Envdopments 

Idemicjl ro the single envelopment in concqvr, the execu- 
tion of a double envelrkpmcnt simply adds a second envelojviivg 
force to (he scenario, with tlte second force attacking another 
vulnerable and decisive objeeove vrifhin rhe enemy's perimeter. 

Tlie obvious drawbacks Wi the double envelopmenl are that 
the guerrillas must covertly position a 5cc<md main ctfoit bixly 
wirh^ detection along the perimeter and that ihc likelihood of 
Ihendty lire increases because of the coumerpovitirming of the 
cnvcli^ing forces. Also, sliould onctifihc enveloping forces get 
inro trouble wichin the objective, rhey arc going to have to be 
extracted by either the suppordog force or live other enveloping 
htfcc. Either way is grim. And tr> leave the force in trouble there 
wit hour extract would crush the unit’s morale by telling each 
and every guerrilla that he is very expendable nnd may not he 
abk to depend on lielp from his folknv gucnillib. 

Turning Movements 

The insidioas turning mov-emenr is a maneuver of great 
value to the crafty guerrilb leader. In tills maneuver, an objective 
important to the cnemv ihar con be made to appear vulnerable 
and desiralvk to the enemy is « levied for the supporting attack, 
but that objective is not really the objective ai all. This false 
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ubiecdvc is alvvays ss'ithis cmcT)Ccncy (kfcnMN'c .support range of 
the enemy force «cupy)ng rhe guerrillas’ true ol>jeaive> and it 
is as dee}> as possible in the ertemy’s rear area, urn least svcll into 
his rtuiin battle area. 

The idea is co cause the enemy oceu ikying die guemilaa* true 
ohjeetive to abandon that objective m order to save the raise 
objective from what appears to them co be a main attack lo I heir 
rear, or, shouid the enen^y refuse to completely abaodoo k, at 
least send enough turecs to the ^Ise objeetKx* co weaken the rrue 
objective enough co be token. 

These are the basics of tactics, but to luliy understand bow a 
guerrilla iurec must engage the enemy w*c must learn about 
mines and booby trips a.s well as ambushes, all of which will be 
covered in Cha(>ters S and 9. But right now, let’s take a look at 
the master guerrilla himself, a peasant's son from a for a wav. 
anriem land. 
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Soiditr4fF0fPnn^» LTC Robert Browa USAR (Bxt. ) tvilh iiii 

Af ptiaw muiihaciooi mAcliint gua aMti, nu doubt) in fire i>upp<in 
(oppramcm rulo. 
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Rcgudlcn of the moacusTr, nre support may prove to be tbe critkil 
factor is the end. 









Son 



^Mfthods suitabit tc iParfau cMHWit be tippiifd with suc’ 

(te 19 the speeiai Hmatiens thtu ctnfmnt ” 

—Mao Zeciung 
**Ofl (^i>«rrU) Wanurc* 

lfev«r then »af t ojuntry ripe for guemlU utirrait, it utt$ 
feudal China in die 1920» anU 30&. 

Feudal China? In the 20ch century? Indeed, feudal China. 
Centurka bdund much of ihe Western world when ii came lo 
vnh^tened social diou^d^t (La both theory and practice), China 
ai (his time was peculated wirli half a billion peasants ckin^ our 
4 brutal caisccace, made such by rampaging hoards of private 
armies commanded by savage H^adords in cahoots with the land- 
owning gentry. ‘I'here was no local government and. therefore, 
no soda! M.*r vices such as diose we enjo\' toda>* — ao police force, 
no medical services, no running water or scss'agc sv’seems, no 
electricity, no schooling except for those who could pay. no 
nothing. If the marauding m£fcenari», mcrdless winter, or bru- 
tal summer didn't kill you, then disca.vc, pcsdlcocc^ or the cul- 
muiatxsn of a niglumarish, hordhle life did. {\t is ironic^and 
inexplicable to some — that Prcsklcnt Clxntoo continues ro 
extend Chicu *mosi favored nation tradir^ status,’’ this despite 
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chdr long and well* documented hiicory — and current policy — ot* 
homSc human rights abu^, but he denies the same to Cuba. 
Clinton dearly undcrsLinds the axiom “business is business.^) 

In 1 893 , in a larger- than-inosc farmhouse in Hunan lVfn*jnct, 
a son wss bom to ait emerphung aitd ^rsighted ihxmer (who had 
managed tu secure more (aitd titan most tA the other peasants, and 
who in ruin was able to alibed progeny an cducaiitm at a 
province school that v.*ouJd have been denied lesser pcassanis) and 
crafty nvirhcr. Hi^toriaits tell us that this child’s imeresR. were 
diverse, but that his true loves were pobtics and hist 017. 

At the age of 20 , his lUmal studies cumpkee, he vv*ait (^errU an 
assistant's job in the lilxar>* of Beijing UnKvnrty, a position chat 
afforded him more than ample hmc and resources «ith whicl> to 
study his bduved pulirie^ atuJ history Uivoi the of the 

Chinese pcaNantry and his own upbrinpng, die ytMoig nun began 
searching for a means bysvlrich he could change China forevYr He 
believed he tbund the answer in Ok wmings of Marx, Engeb> and 
Lenin, the latter ot whom svas soil alisv and in the process ot enns' 
forming whar was recently czarin Russia inm die Union of Soviet 
6ocialm Republics. In 1921 , he joined the Chinese Coinmiinm 
Party Hs'c years later, he returned to Hunan I^nocc 10 lay tbc 
early groundwork for the revolution 10 come thrtmgh hisinsuttcncc 
on sw*eeping land refooivs and die total eliminalioo of the land- 
owning gentry, whum he saw as being die dnving Ibfcc behmJ tbc 
wretched .squalor forced upon the peasants 

Mao 2 ^dong hasi begun hh life’s wock, an enJeavur that woukJ 
chai^ not only the ot* China, bur chat of die entire world. 

MAO’S GtTERRILLA PHILOSOPHY 

Niao Zedong, in his essay “On Guerrilla Warfare,’* comes 
clean light away by seating, “Guerrilla operatioas . . arc the 
inevitable result of the dash bccwtien oppressor and oppressed 
when the latter reach the Umits of their endurance.” From this 
bdief, Mao pointed out that a succc&Oul gucrrilb army* must 
take Hcvt:n ‘'Kmdamcntal steps’* in order to aehio'c its goals. 
These &TC as Ibllows: 

GesAirLLAa .N ru.& Mt»i 
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• arousing and urganiang the people 

• xhteving iniemal unilicaiion poliHcally 

• establishing bases 

• equipping forces 

• recuvcriDg national strength 

■ descroving the enemy *a national strength 

■ regaining lost tenitoncs 

Arousing and Orgmtlzing die People 

H 7 f w hnnt a tigfr fir to xbe vari, take 

some relaarts. ^ 

— Chinese proverb 

Mao did nut fiutuon these seven steps hcitcT'skcltcr. He gave 
considerable thought to what order they tnust be taken in — and 
m doing >0 ^owed an astute undemanding of the tbundadun 
tlut muse be laid for a guerhUa Ibree to at least have a chance uf 
success. His analogy' that ihe people are the sea in which guer- 
rillas swim 1$ iiased upon lus assertion ihai the masses muse be 
moifvaied and oiga<ii?:ed before tlwy can hojve ro fashion and 
employ an eflective guernlla force. Once a Ivurgeoniiig guerrilla 
force has the backing of five people it is trying to free from 
oppression, the oppressor’s )oh becomes many timet more diffi- 
cult. <lne of the reasons Hie Shining Path railed in Peru was 
because the guerrilla ‘terrorists began a policy of outright terror 
I linked (0 the coca irade) directed against not just die elite and 
the govern me ru but the peasants tlicmscivcs; they alienated 
ihemscKvs among their own pet^k, who in rum began to sec 
tile Shining Path — rather than the gewernment they claimed to 
be h^Hog against — as the enemy. 

O^iizing ihe people is one of the most challenging aspects 
ol'guemiia waHw, for tliere are innumerable secuntv concerns 
cn doing so; it is often easy for the enemy to cnnce one of the 
people CO beo.vme an informaitt within the guerrilla force, and an 
inlbrniam in llie guerrilla fora, if he {or she | takes the appropri- 
ate security measures, can be the grrmp’s Achilles' heel. For 
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iiwuaiKc, not oD}y it an infortrunc thii led the Peruvian p<^*c 
ID Guzman'& hideout, but it was an mformant >vho hd|Kd Israeli 
counterterrorist forces to the terrorist known as “‘Hie Kngineer* 
on the West Hank, and it was an infbrmam who spilled the beans 
on an Irish Republican Army Krrorwt who was gunned down oa 
Gibraltar by the Bridah S^oal Air Service (SAS). 

Beenuting must be careriilly di>nc as well. Rceruiu must be 
aruiiMd into starting on with the guerrillas, and this can be 
accomplished by exploicmg crimes and mistakes made by ihe 
enemy and the government they arc supporting, if- well as by 
taking the initiarivc to care ibr and protect the locals from harm. 
Recruits muse never be “drafted’' or prewd into service with the 
guerrilla umt. tor this will alienate not only the recruit but the 
enure village ftooi which he came. Beside?*, few* rccnisu forced to 
join will ever prove to be highly elTeciivc in comhar hecuiK’ tbeir 
hearts probably aren't in the fight. 

V'Ulogcs and towns on the mde of the guerrillas muKC be orga* 
nucci when it come» tu active and passive defense against the gov* 
emment- Active defense is risky, ws. because once the village 
tights against the government forces the might of chat gov'cm* 
mctit will likely come to hear against them, and this can cause the 
village to L>e wiped out or, worse, blame the gucnillaa hx their 
pain and suffering. Paidve defence is much wiser in most casc& 
bcuuise it doesn't inturiare the government if carried off currect* 
ly. The idea is lu make rhe gm’ernmcnt chink that the village iirrt 
wants Co be left alone but that ir will cooperate if ic can. In truth, 
the village does very linle to really help the government. 

Achieving triteniat Uniftcarion roUtically 

*Lrt vur object be CHrceuniry, <mr wM omnrry, and nothing 
bnt uuT country. 

^Daniel Webster 
June 17. 1825 

Politico are to guerrilla w'arfare as taxes arc to the IRS — one 
cannot exist witiioui the oiKcr. let’s tacc ic the reason you arc in 
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a giacrrilJa -war Is heciu?e ynu either warn to overt fi row the exist* 
*ng cx>crupt govcmmcnc. be it Communist, Socialist, hascisi, or 
wliat hav'c voii. and cstat^sh a democratic govcmincnt that is truly 
by and Ibr (he people, or becau^ your counny has been invaded 
by a loreign amivar>d yriu are bem cm riesiroying them at all costs. 

Tlic guerrilla army niu.st lx united politically and have a sin* 
glc, deal*, aoaiiiahlc goal m mmd wHten ir initiaies hostiluies. 
Guerrillas and potential guerrilla.^ who arc waffling or wito are 
unclear as lo w*hy a certain political goal is needed must he con* 
vinced through educanon and sound I leadership that the political 
goal of the guemiUs u one ot nobk purpose, chat everyone is 
going lo benehi feom the actions taken by the guerrilhs, and 
(hii ii it I heir dm> to w<.irk toward chat end. 

hdiicahon is key. The enemy will have a pnjpaganda machine 
up and running full uh, a machine devigncvi to lace a few truths 
wiih misinformaoon. Iialf i ruths, and outright lies mcam lo con- 
fuse, scare, and otherwise weaken the resolve of the imlividiiiil 
giicmlb and the civilian jvk()ulace wiio are or migln lx leaning 
iivward o.ssiiUing the guerrillas. Mgltring this propaganda will he 
a major corKcm of the guernlbs for as long as the w*ar goes on. 
Fducailon of the masses and of the individua] guerrilla ntutr he 
undertaken linm the very hcginniiig and carried out until victo- 
ry is achieved, and it musr be given cm all levels, fron*k one-on- 
one disemsions between a leader and hu charge to village and 
(own ebsKS and infonwarion dio«minarion. Caution tnusr he 
used. howcv*cr, when dealing with large nun’ibcni of people and 
through miss media. A radio broadcast can casiK* be traced ro 
the .source and attacked with artillery, mortars, aircraft, and a 
hasry insertion of ground troops int<i the area, and leaflets writ- 
ten bs* (he guerrillas being ftrund in the hands of civilians will 
likely i^uickly result in rctaliarion by gcvcmnxnt forccn. The pro- 
tection rW'ihe pr^ulace is paramounr. 

The gucrrillaa must constantly demonairaie to the populace 
the evil wav5 of the cnemv. and then the civilians mui»i be shovMi 
how ibe guerrillas are capable and wortliv of protecting and 
serving them. Xu do this, the guerrillas must establish l>ases that 
facilitate the conduct of oflvusive opcrariuru. 
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EffUhlbhing Bases 



‘‘TJk o>nviH:ional army itves tf i: d^r hoc wm, the /fuerrtUa 
nmsifhcdoeiHorhsc." , ' 

^Hary kisinser 

ilnabhshmg ba«< for 3 gucnilla anoy can be a daunting task 
when pitrcci against an aggressne and diatrinined counlcrsocr- 
rilU force backed by a gfrv-emment. But it tan and must be itone. 
Security and rcs<mrccfuHtc» aic criocal. 

Guerrilij bases arc osvtn by nanire, never out in ihc open 
for the enemy to kc wth hi^ piloted vehicles, manned 

atpcratt. ind iaicllites, hi faa, the b<sr guernUa ba« i« the one 
that docs not even ippcar tu exists >*ith no i^hysical evidence 
whatsoevcf being avalliblc lo the scfudnv and punidmiem of the . 
encmv, lltU w the jr.ierrilla bi« oTtlic .^cncan Revolution. 

A-i you will recall from \%>ur American history w^h 

recounted how many of the Colonins fought the HKtish with a 
guerrilla artnv of roinutemen who wpported the Continental i 
Army, Nmy. and Marines ^thc latter iverc primarily used as ship^s 
security, Uiardicig parties, and sniper In the rigging), AmerKa 
was born of a giuTnila war. 'I hc«c fermers. merchams, craf^wn* 
dergN'men, iraty>crx, and other everyday tUk »*ore ao unitumii 
and appeared to be simple cb'ilians going about ibcir lives in the 
towns and countrvside, but wlien tfic call ume they would sneak 
away to clandestine musters and m<n.e lo engage the British wnh 
hit-and run tactics that scnxJ them cxrrcmdv w-cll. Wlicn a 
fight ss-as over they «,nuld return to the it iamilics and jobs and 
hide their uva^ions and gear from British search parties. The 
Vietcong used this snmc technique nearly 200 years laa*r. | 

Security is everyone’s concern bwofar as establishing and 
maintaining a guerrilla base is concerned- Childfcn arc especial- | 
ly vulnerable to being trickc^f orM;ared into telling who is a gucf ' 
rilli and where the weapons caches arc. and every precautic^ 
enus t be la ken to prev cnl this . Ignorance is best here- -if i he chib 
dren don’t know who is a guemlia and where the goods arc, 
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then they can’t spill rtic beans. The guernlias and guemlia sup* 
porters muse strive to operate late at night (w'bcu the arc 
a^cep; as much possblc and use hiding places that aren't cas 
ih* discovered by children aecidcnully. It might seem a good idea 
10 forNd the children access to a certain place or area wiiere 
guerrilla supplies and weapons are hidden, but ihi^ can backfire 
when the ciKtny comcai to town and asks the children where thev 
an: tbrbidden frcHr. playing. 

BasG> cscablisited that are more corporeal in nacurc muAt still 
remain concealed or secret, away from the prying cyc.< of those 
who would do you hanii. They nuisi alw'at's be undcrgrc>vjnd or 
ludden away in what the enemy comoders to be some itnpcnc- 
crahic region, Chaprer 12 for guidance. 

Equipping Forces 

M*at with thast who rrndt xirh us is Ukc scrrin/i a 
ufwi n euitomer at the shop door. 

— Thumas Paine 

How* 10 initially equip and then logisncolly maintain a gucr< 
.rilla force is often one <if the most cli.'dleii^ng aspects ofbeiTtg a 
guerrilla leader. Ncx-errhelcss. hisoiry tells us that ssrith persever* 
ance and ingenuity the guerrilla leader can come up wirii the 
arms. ommunitKin, explosives, cuinnnitucatious ge;ir, load and 
water, and support equipment ncccsNary to successfully probc 
cute — at least logiaticaily — a guerrilla anipaign. 

If* America were ever invaded ag»m by a foreign foe — ihe 
fapanese were ihe last to accomplish this with their ill fisted foray 
into the Akutians, which were, at the time, a pos.^ssion of the 
United .States and not yet part of what w'a^ to become the %{ixe 
of Alaska — or dmuld guerrilla wartarc be taken up against on 
American government turned lyrannicak we wouldn’t have 
much of an initial squiring problem for guerrillas, miiess our 
wvj|ioAS, amniunition. explosives, and communications equip* 
meat were drat conliscaicd by I he enemy. Hut the Second 
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Thcfe wenpoAs v>nll bccooK rhc p^ucrriflat' wc^pon^ s printiptc Mau 
ffuck bv. 

Amerisimenr U i^till (wrinlK* inucr dcspirc mir «ocialUt politi' 
LWis' repeated artacb oa it through inch measum a& the io- 
called '* assault weapons'* ben (even chough ^aesault weapons'* 
are used in lets than I percent of all crimes commined wiilt 
lifcarm^) and Ciirncoat Suih Brad>'*s |'>eraonal vernletta against 
law-abiding handgun owticcs. The problem would be maintain 
ing those seeapons rhraugbour a protracted ss*ar and comiitg up 
sMth the spare prirts to dx tiicm and aitununuion resupply, food 
and water NS*ould he equally important and might be hard to get 
tzvm tLcne to time due to enerny efTons at destroying the sources 
of both— firms and food caches could be put to the torch and 
water supphes contamin.ited^ the latter of which is a vtry .umple 
thing to do. Good communications gear (gear capable ot oper* 
ating with a reduced risk of jamming, monlionng. and direction - 
iiuding} woitld probably pro>e to be troublesome to find and 
mainuin with case, and support equipment — everything ff<Hn 
packs and nugi 7 ine pouches m mess kits and canteens-^ill 
sooa wear out and need repairs and re>)Uceineot. 

The guerrilla unit must have the means to repair br<^n or 
damaged nems and replace those in need of replacement as well 
as eflcctivcly provide the men with all the jimnumtion they 
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need. Covert supply hnes must be established and protected, and 
ihi» will take great effort (and the North Vicuunmc uie of the 
Ilo <!hi Minh Trail is a good example of hnding a wav, no mat- 
ter 'vritat the dangers), local repair ladliiics must be maintained, 
too. and these must lx underground. 

It is likely that raids Oi\ vulnerable enemy supply depots will 
Jiavc to he conducted on 3 regular basis in order to acquire liic 
iieccMary items, but the guerrillas must be constantly wary of 
ruses set up bv tlx enemy that arc meant t<i lure the guerrilla 
into a trap. This i« <rften done by n^aking a supj>ly depot appear 
ripe for the plucking when in fact it heaviK defended. And ihe 
guerrillas must always be su^ieiuus of *^ta^b of opportunity'* 
tliat appear as manna from Heaven, those being much needed 
.vupplks that arc left behind or otherwise made readily available 
Ivy dte enemy. Such things arc o^n amKishcs io disguise. 

Recovering National Strength 

'h/cTnA/ petue iaits t/tteU tkc Krvr war* 

— Riisslui proverb 

l*his step involves gening back up to speed after repealed 
hurtful attai^ b>' the enemy 11 te guerrilla mrwement that i* able 
to recover cimdmiaily ftoro endle«& brutal battles waged over 
>ears is likely 10 be victorious 00c day. The most powerful 
capon the guctrillas haw in rhtf realm ls a belief that they arc 
nghi and tlx enemy is wrung, and tliat w^hen the sun ivnally .sets, 
they will be left standing on the bacilchdd looking over the bro* 
ken body of their enemy. 

Bur II vstviild he ujvrcaJis&c to think that the belief in your 
cause is enough to wm ilic s«r. It's not. VV’mning the war vsiJl 
also lake shrewd cconortiKs, brilliant tactius. the very best lead- 
ership, an uncanny aivility to exploit mistakes made by the 
enemy, and much more. And if will Ctkc as tew mistakes is pos* 
sible made hy'thc guerrillas. Intelligent dccisinm and the gilt nf 
conea andcipaiion are requiute at all leveb. 

Tn~ Ppvi.VM** bus 
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One of rtic wisest rhin^ i guerrilla movement can do is 
make friends with those who might see them as being in the 
nght, and who n>igin l>e willing to assist them in their struggle . 
The North Viemamwc ^rmy {WAi and iheir guerrilla counter- 
parts in the south would never have been able tu euatusuc what 
the Wtot ItnowTs as the Vietnam War without the logistical and 
philrwopliicnl support of the Soviet Union and People's flq>ublic 
of China. Virtually every weapon system operated l>y the NVA 
md VC — except ibr those firearms captured lUi the battlcfickl — 
was from either the Soviet Union car Chuu. Consvracly. the Xcw 
I'cc^lc’s Anm' in the PhiH^dnes waa never very successful^ par- 
lirilly because they received almost no ibreign suf>pori, even 
though they were Communists. 

friendships with bcnctartors must be cultivated carduJly and 
erperriy in order ro ensure continual support, and great caution 
[mist be exerdaed in protecting secret alliances. VVhcji Adminl 
fohn Poindexter and Lt. Cul. Oliver North were caught selling 
weapons ro che rerrorisr sure of Iran and usirvg rhe mones* to 
fund Ihe Contras in Central America, they round out how' 
impurunc security is in such operations — the bard way. 

DeatTOying the Enemy's Nationai Strength 

thg kill oti ' t tkoH^r: wt were this war. * 

— Walter Crsmkjte 
An inadvertent broadcast remark 
during the lei Oflensve, February \96H 

This is bc.st described as taking the battle to the enemy's 
backyard and Itopefuilv riglu imoliis family's aud neiglilxn^'hv* 
ing roams. This isn't done by invading his town but rather his 
family’s, fnenris'. and neighbors' psvche If rhe guernlUs can do 
this, die war is half won. 

Up until the winter of 1968 and the miamous Tet OfftnsKx 
I, let is rhe Vietnamese lamar New Year), most Anvericans Iwck 
home hdd die belief that America was winning the war in 
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Vietnam. The wealth of lies and disnfiTrmaiioii splaiiered up<jn 
ihc Americaji people by IVewdcnts Johnson and Niton, l>efen5c 
becreury McNamara, Cjeneral Westmoreland, ilie yiim ciiidk^md 
the service secretancs, ami many of their nufuaii, ail came crash- 
ing down upon ]ue American and hi» family W’hen General Gi.ip 
launched this massive and cosdv buiprisc attack on hundreds of 
taigets throughout South Vietnam, from rhe Mekong I5elta up 
ih rough die (lent ml Highlands to I Corps. Hue Cirv, and the 
OMZ (Dcmilitarm^l Zone} Althougli it is ahw.>lutely true that, 
dc&pitc heavy lasitcs by the Americans, du* NVA and Vietixmg lost 
this daring gambit on the hardefidd, the Communists won it in 
America by da|i^>ing ihe American public inio the realiiy of ihe 
dtuatiuQ. Suddenly evervune realized that this war we were sup* 
pnsccUy winning wasn't even dose t<i being won, and that despite 
horrendous punishment being meted out by fna.uK’c American 
luepuwer, the Comnuinius ^lill appeared io l>e as strong as <vx:r 
and in no way about to throw* in ibe towel Eftccdvcly, Anicricn 
lost the war in 19A8 Sadly, it ttxik the giwcrnmcm anotlicr fKr 
years to cut 11 $- losses and run. Two years after thai, ihe 
Communisca tolled into Saigon as they olwav> knew they would. 

On die banlcricld, die best way to destroy the enemy’s 
national strength is 10 send as many of their 50 ns home in body 
bags as po^iblc. and to do so on a regulAr and graphic basis. 
Hifough perspicuous hue efrvedve taetks and stilid leadership, 
the guerriJias can rack up a huge l>ody counr rh or will dcmorol* 
ize not only the enemy soldiers but the enemy nai ton as well, 

l^galnlng Lost Territories 

*Ht' vJja has iand wiU hare var.^ 

— Italian proverb 

It may be imporunt to the guerrilla movemcm to roapturc 
bnd lost to the enemy as a mailer of honor, xnategy, national* 
IS411, and closure W'hen it u> determined that cerwin territory 
must taken back, you niaet consider thit<mce you take it back 
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«SolJien Kke tUe«« %vil1 often dr> whatever ihc>’ tJUnk it will lake to pre- 
vent the guerriilu from rt|punlng loac terricory. 



you ire going rn have ro hold onto it. Somciimca ii is wiser cu 
just deny it or its use to the enemy aithoot actualK* occupying ir 
with cnxjps. This can be done by making it loo risky or by mak* 
ing it les^ valuable to the enemy. 

To make the Isind too risky the guerriibs must mine, booby 
trap^ and cover the land with indirca Hres ro such a degree that 
(he enemy makes the dedaion lo simply lea^‘c the area alone *lo 
make it less valuable the guerrillas may be able tu alter the land 
in K\n\e n*ay that leMcru its S'ohte, euch as when the dcftvliant 
Agent Orange was applied to the South Vktnamese )un^e so 
that--at least in theory — the Victcong and NVA couldn't hide 
there as easily Or the guerrillas may he able to dmw the enemy 
away In something like a turning movemem because they believe 
M>mcthing more impnrrant Is hang threatened hv the guerrillas. 

In any case, the dedrion ro regain lou territories must be 
made wisely and sbrew^. 

One can leam much Irnm a peasant's son. 

’M Tirj Ml«l 
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*StvfT is c6e smfU efa iivA4 enfmv. " 
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Kieldcralt includes all those skills the guerrilla uses to moke 
his existence in the tuirsc, jungle, or what have you more elT* 
vient, safe, and comfortable. ih» migin include creating a cook* 
ing vessel from a Kccion ol' mature bamboo; unding, reading, 
and incnprcting sign Icit bv the enemy: punlyii>g or filtering 
water taken lh>m a mud hole; finding st place to sleep tliac the 
enemy will not discover; rigging on improvised antenna; build- 
ing a booby trap; and much more. The guerrilla leader imisi go 
lo ^at lengths to ensure that all his guerrillas have developed 
ebeir dcldcralt prowess to the highest degree: he can never 
assume that they are proficient at fieldcrafi because they are 
indigenous to the region in which they ore operating. Just 
bccauac a guerrilla W2s bom and raised in a rural environment 
doesn’t necessarih* itjean he will denKmstrate tlic wixids savv\' bis 

4 , 

fellow gucnillas do. 




FOOD ACQUISITION, COOKING, AND EATING 



Acquiring consiamH* in I he miDtl of ihc gucrnlU 

leader. There arc tour priinary means of food aupiisitinn. and 
the iwe of each ‘*iU depeiul otx the purttcular dtuaiion o( die 
guerrilla unit in question. 

Hi^er Unit Resupph* 

It tlw guerrilla war is being «.*af cd on a national level, Itnvcr 
guerrilla uni is will be able to— least somclimcs -dq^end on 
resupply horn higher units. If this is the ease, ibq* mu« exercise 
extreme caution at all times wfjcn receiving thi»c supplies. At no 
hiTic should the suppKing unit and the uuii lacing supplied ever 
ccime facc*w*facc; to do so puts both uniis in jeopardy rather 
than one. Unii-to-unii resupply should be done b> cache, 
lliw is when the sufiplying unii stages and lud» supplier tor 
«n other unit and then nonfics that imit in some way that its sup* 
plies arc txady to be picked up 

Whatever couimunicaaon system is used to tcD the rccaving 
unit that riielr food is waiting for rhem at siwh and such a loca* 
Don. it muse be a .secure one. This might consist of simple yet 
secure radi<i trao&nussioru. or it might invoK*c sonic signal oo tlie 
ground tiuu the receiving \mit will tsc «ire to sec, such a* a com- 
men soda can King in a cenain potiiion near a certain rock, or 
perhav* a discarded vehicle tire being moved sbghtly lo rhe right 
nf where it usually is. This is someiimcs called a dead drop signal. 

Voluntary Civilian Resuppl)' 

O Vi liana setn pathetic to the guumlJas will aoniciimcs be will- 
ing to supply diem with food. Great care mu.st be taken to pro- 
tect these dv I liana from suspicH>n or. should they be Knind out, 
reprisals by the enemy. 

The gucrrillatf and their driltan confederate?, muxi work out 
a Jondestiiie system between them so that both parties remain 
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as sate anH detached from each other as possible. The village or 
town hdpir^ the guerrillas must never obviously store excess 
amounts of ftx)d in the town i.ihc same goes for a family helping 
the guerrillas — they must never be caught with saq?jdous1y large 
amoums of Ibod ; . To avoid di.scov'ery, individuals must transport 
the tuod in small amounts to a cache site. When the time is r^ht, 
a Mgn.il IS given and the guerrillas will collect the fciod. 

All fixKls prewided by ovilians muse be paid for, or the civil- 
ians have lo l>e compel wa ted in some other way for the risks they 
arc ukiiig. Such mutually agreeable details must be worked out 
at the local kvxl. 

Should the enemy caich a crvillin helping the gucirillas and 
kill rhat ovilun, ihe guerrillas must pay serious compcnsatlnn lo 
that person's liunily tor cheir loss. They muse communicate un* 
cere €imd<ilcncc3 os well, and they must enact improved security 
nieaMircs in order to preveni additioiul security breaches. The 
guerrillas should not lake obvious, immediate revenge on the 
enemy uiiit that killed the civilian; this will only bring more 
acTcnrion upon char lamily and village. Nevertheless, by w'aitmg 
a few weeks and then striking the offending unit while it is well 
away from die village, the gucrrillax can, if they feel it tmgiu be 
u5cluJ, report to the femlly and village that the enemy unit chat 
killed the Chilian in question has Iveen severely punished. 
Rcaasiuv them that die enemy haa no idea they suffered an aunck 
because of who they killed in that village. 

Involuntary Civilian Resupply 

When the guerrillas are operaring in areas they have not yet 
pacjlicd« it may be nceexsary to acquire food by ui voluntary 
resuppiv. Ibere are two mean.* of doing this. The orst is with 
csinipcQxation, an excuse, and an apology, other wise known as 
tbre^ rcqiiidtion. Here the guerrillas take tbod from a village's 
communal stash {never fixim » single family unless it is very' obvi 
OU5 tiHt femily has plenty!, apolc^re Ibr the inconvenience, pay 
fair market value for what they take (or a little more than fair 
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markei \*alue, as a sho« ut* ^oud will), ami then ofler ac cxcti»c 
that pUicci^ ( ha bbme thr their tn Jo rhk oa die eoemv. 

This techmque muAi he a<cJ as intrcqucnily as possible. 

The second ss*ay of acquintig food by in voluntary resupply is 
with a ruse attached. This is v»h€R the giiernllas steal food from 
an uncooperative village and liu so in such a W4\- that the vil’ 
Ugers l^eliev'C the enemy stole the food. A dever means i^puUu^$ 
this wV IS to first n^cei with the village hodman or mayor 
t(i Sv-aro" him that you have received reports of enemy troop* 
stealing food from gardens and cummunai nasbes. Advise him to 
con NCI you for '‘asdscartcc'* if tixid sorts coming up missing. 

A few days or d u'eek later. hav*e your men steal *omc food 
and leave cracks like those that woukt be left by the enemy (have 
your guerrilla* wtar boots taken Ironi enemy dead). When (he 
hea^lman rerpom tu smi that the enemy has been stealing food* 
reassure him that you axe doing everything yon can to preveni 
additional rhefrs, hut chat your unit t» smaU and has a lot of 
ground to co^’er and villages to proiea. If you c^imrc on enemy 
soldier, tbrcc him to admit to the bcailmon that he the one 
who *tr>le the food. Then ukc him away and prumisc tbc head* 
man tiiat tlie soldier wilt be punished flc\*erdy. *niU technique 
keeps chc enemy in disuvor v^ith the oviliana and ntay very well 
bring you and your guerrillas intii their ^v*or, which b yom goal. 

EATING 

Food preparation and eunsun^oQ are al^aya a concern to 
guerrillaSs and ao imporrant one at that. Any dme a guerrilla or 
guerrilla utiic eats, securir>* is automatically leuened Ivecause less 
arrenrion is being paid to securic)'. There arc mxik steps die 
guerrilla can take, howev*er, that reduce the chances of a secun 
vy breach when tuod is being cooked or eaten. 

On the Move 

It is often ad\isable for the guerrilla to cat on the move, con* 
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Miming a hole ar a time from a pocket filled with something high 
in complex carbohydrates, umple sugars, and protem. This is 
cspeaally useful during midday when a laige ‘'sit-down" meal 
should be avoided; sucb meals in die afternoon can render the 
guerrilla lethargic, thus reducing his attenrion to detail and level 
of alertness. (The sleepy guerrilla who just consumed a big lunch 
IS sometimes said to liave fiiUen into a toed coma.) 

As is the ease wiiii every meal, the meal- on -the -move must 
be eaten in such a way that no tnee of tbc tbod is left fur the 
enemy to find; such sign can cell a tracker a great deal. Apple 
cores and fraur rinds, cdicphanc wrappers, bone*, and all other 
evidence must be kept with the guerrilla while on the mos'e and 
di^sused of safi?ly and actkaliy when the situadon picrmits. 

At no rime .shoidd a guerrilla be caring anything while on the 
move that hampers his ability to employ his weapon, maneuver, 
or hide. And he should not ba\‘e to lock down at the tbod he i» 
earing in order to get a hold of it; he should be able t<i amply 
led Ibr it and bring it to his mouth without taking hi* eye off the 
aonc oc away from the dfrecuon he is supposed to be watching. 

Ac Brief Halts 

While on patrol or ocherwix on chc move, the guerrilla unit 
is going 10 have to stop from rime to rime, for whatever reason. 
Stops like these demand dut no food be prepared or eater) — the 
guernllas are now a stariunary target and all eyes and thoughts 
muse be tightly focused on security all the while. 

In a Harbor Site 

.A harixir site is a clandestine hiding spot that a small guerril- 
la unit (squad-sized or smaller) uses cu rest, and only rest. There 
is no eating or food preparation. Since the harbor site will always 
be in a .spot difficult to reach or detect by the enemy, security can 
go down to 2S percent if the siruatian permits. Tbc horbur sne 
demands os lirtk movement within the site as possible. 
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la a PatroJ Base 



Hood may be prepared and taten in a patrol baw; however, 
scamrv is iJwa>'s a M.*rious concern. hU mcaii^ that, depending, 
on the siiuauon, up to SO pcrccnl of I he nnic may be preparing 
and eating ibod; liw other 50 percent should be tending to accu- 
riry. Cold rood (no ftre^> is safer because olibe lack of flames and 
smoke to alert rhe enemy of your presence. There arc some sit- 
iiaiions where the gvictnlla can get awas* with tiny tir»» biM they 
mu« be masked from posable dctccnon at all tunes by being 
below ground with the smoke being dilTuscd Hy sxgetation 
above the tire site. X>ry liardw'ood in pieces no thicker riian a 
penctl IS called for so that unoke is reduced. The Dakota hole tire 
lay is a gtKxl guerrilla Arc by because the llamcs arc kept below 
ground at all times. Conk from the Dakota hole can I’te saved and 
used in ,m underground Dutch oven or sunilar fire by so rhat 
food itaii be crooking while the guerrillas arc out and about. 

Avoid allowing individual guerrillas to each have a lire. The 
n\orc firex built, the greater the risk of compromise. Ni^uad lim 
are l>esu ar'id the guerrilla sc|uad leader must be made re^wnsi- 
ble tor the proper use of those fires. 

In a Semipermanent Base Camp 

The same rules av*p^y in a semipermaneot base camp «no 
guerrillas ever operate oui of a pem'anenr base camp: ihc risk of 
maincainmg sudi a sranc site arc too grcai) lltat ap|^* in a patrol 
base. Two of the greatest dai'igers gucniUasfece insofar as dcrcc- 
don is concerned when operating out of a semipermanent base 
camp involve the disposing of fot>d svastc/coniamers and the 
denuding of the surrounding area b>' guerrillas tbragina for loci 
for tlicir ffres, 

Food waste disposal is made less of a concern hy efficient 
preparation and consumpooii, i.e., cook «)nly wbatyoti uUend to 
tat and cat everything you cook that is edible. Bones and other 
inedible waste must be deposed of surrepliiioush*. well away 
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from the camp. Large dump sites arc out of the question. This 
leaves disposal in sxa such as deep rivers 'foe waste that will 
sink? and one-man dumps. A one man dvimp is a riny hole dug 
by each |uerrilla in wiiich he places his tbod waste. These dumps 
arc always well asvay from ihe camp, and The guerrilla takes care 
to cover the site in order to ninke ii appear that noihing has hap- 
(Koed there. Such shoidd displace no more dirt nnd detri' 
ms than necessary'. 

Booby irapa can do some good when placed near a dump 
Ate. Some coniuerguerrilla units will use dogs to snitToutdump 
«tc*. The more and enemy forces Injured or killed hy 
boohy traps ac dump sitca« the better, The mental stress cK|>eri* 
cnced by ihe dr^ handler when searching tui* a dump site is bad 
Iw their morale. 

The gathering of fiiv) for evasion fires was cine ofihc prob- 
lems we always counseled our students on at the K^vy SBBi'. 
(Survjvwl'Evasioii'Kesktance'Kiscapc'i School in Maine. lust a 
few* men couUl quickly make a very nmiceable impacr on the 
flora in a small vea when gacbcriiig fiiel (tinder, kindling, and 
the more bulky fuel) lor a fire. We tauglit them to tievvr gather 
the nutcnal they need anywhere near wl)ca' they intended to 
Ivulld their cvaaiuD shelter, and tliat when they did cnileci nvigs, 
Ivark, and small branclus that there must be no evidence of tiuv 
fuel having been removed from wise re it was. Thavc same prin 
ciplea must be appbed by guerrillas. 

(ii some utuations the gucmlla may be able to loiate «uid 
procure alternate beat sources for warming nr cooking his fixid. 
ir.ti all possible, the guernila should have in his kit a small sin- 
gle ‘burner $co\% rliix is enable of* using a variety of hiels, siicli 
as white gas. CoJemaii frid, and gasoline. .Stoves that ean use 
only one rype of fuel are to be avoided ii’ possible bcciusc of riie 
obvious Ic^stlcal restraints they three on the guernik. One 
problem caused by these swwcs, is nuimenancc. FroxTirivc main 
lenance is crucial in <itdcr to avoid unnecessary gliiches. riie 
iffovc must be cleaned reguluK* and thoroughly, and spare pans 
must be kept on hand . 
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A.% mother alteroatire, that okl standby^ Sierno, is still a 
viable and otrco advisable means of hcatiDg tbod. A «ngJc can, if 
used rigbi^ can list quite a while and beat many meals. 

louring the Gulf War, my Marine inlaniry unit was intro- 
duced to a new type of food warmer Called an MRE (Meal, 
Ready to Eat] beater, it consiso of a thin plasbc sleeve a lirtk 
ividcr and longer than an MRE package with a soft, flcaiblc 
wafer of some matendi rn it that, when soaked with a little water 
that Is jwured into the sleeve, quickly reacts with unpresMvc 
heat. Hydrogen gas is produced as a result of this chcmkal reac- 
tic«, ao laution must he exercised not K> hnve any open flames 
near the heater when it is in use, 

riiere arc Htill various forms of ‘*hcat asailab^ that 
bum when * lit match is applied to them. A major advantage of 
having chemical hesilng mechanisms such as these available Is 
the fact foat they can be carried right along wrifa the guerrilla, 
thus ehniinaring the need for building a Are. 

If iogiatics permit, each guerrilla should ha\*e his own coin- 
ing vessels and utensils in his kit; however, this iNi*t ahvays the 
t^se. lit many siruadoos, the guerrilla is going to have to fiuhion 
and use items provided by nature. 

If the guerrilla is fortunate enough to be operating in areas 
with stands of macurc bamboo, the world^s thickest and often 




GUIKK'IIAS IN 7MS M.V 



mostusctiil grass, he can use a section of the plant to make a ves- 
sel for sccimii^ or boiling food. By cutring a rectangular lid in 
ihc ccQtcr of one Mxtion. he can stuft* food imo the caviiy and 
add a little water He then replaces die lid and sets the bamboo 
over a Fire As an alternative, he can take a large scctaon L)f bam- 
boo and cut il off in two place.s — below' die upper joint so the 
top is open and below tbe lower joint ko the bottom is solid. 
I hen he can set ri up on one end between iwn burning logs or 
some rocks to cook the ftuxl he has placed made. 

laiigc green lea\'e5 like dial of taro con be wraf^d around 
foud mans, which are then cooked over coals The guerrilla places 
coals in a shallow' hc^, places rucks o>er the coals, sets rlie Icaf- 
wTap|>ed food on the rocks, and then co%'cfs the whole deal whli 
dirt. Ibis Is ihe guerrilla’^ 1 hitch rmcn, a system that allows him 

rr> ovik food with no fur- 
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ther cSbrt while he tends to 
<ithcr things. ;\Jso. those 
«imc leaves {or green Icaws 
umil&r to rhem) can be 
wrapped around food and 
shoved dircedy into the 
coab of a burning Fire. 

A medium -si zed steel, 
heavy aJtuninuni, or tin cau 
is easily fashioned into what 
is called a hobo stove. Such 
a de\‘ice can last ftir many 
meals if made correctly and 
eared fi)r, 

SLEEPING 



Where, wlien, md how a 
guerrilla unit sleeps is of 
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cnticaJ tactical importance. 
As a genera) ride, most 
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sleep htU be iiken duriag the da>. sance mosc pucirilla Of^era- 
tions vriil be con d acted at night. Although caution pcr^-aJcs 
sleeping arrangements, the ^tcnillas mnsi gee rafheient sJcq> 
il they are to be at ihcir sharpest duiing an acts, patrols, ami 
other acrjvitkcs. 

On the Grourtd 

Most of the time, gucmilas •*111 be &lcq>uig on the ground, 
with one exccpcon being iit wet areas like swampa, pocosins. 
marshes, and so on, whicb require either the coovtruciion of 
platforms or the use of hammocks strung between trees. 

A guerrilla ahouUl itevcr ha>’c to deep with nothing between 
him aiid the ground except the clothing he has on. A ground 
mat, punchu, tarp, or similar item sltosild l*»e ls.eucd m> that a 
butter separates the guerrilla from the damp and/or cold 
ground, Remember that the guerrilla must be able to get some 
sleep; the gvierrilla leader must use whatever plausible iDcaos lie 
can come up with to make his fighicri more comforrablc. 

Ill aiiyrliing except subtropical or tropical cliiDcs. a slee|>ing 
bag of some kind is going to be required. In warmer, temperate 
rones, a sleeping bag can be constructed out of a poncho and a 
liner, but m areas with snowfall and colder temperatures, a gen- 
uine sleeping bag will be needed. As is the ease with most gear 
guerrillas acquire, sleeping bag5, carps, poneboa, liners, and 
other thingi^ will be stolen or captured trom the enemy. In 
friendly areas where the indigenous people favor the gucrrUlaa, 
cottage industries can be set up ro mam^aeture these iienvs, 

A tcdinologically advanced enemy may have thermal imag- 
ing systems tnouiued in a>rcralt. In this case, guernllas must 
sleep in the fetal posicioii at uight in xmalJ groups; this can make 
rlicni appear to be a small henl of mammals such as deer. The 
vtist majority of mammals sleep curled up this way to facilitate 
body hcjii rerenrion. The guerrillas on guard duty will ensure 
chat no sleeping guernllas stretch out m the linear 
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Above the Ground 



When the guerrilla is crqtiircd to sleep up olTihc maued. he 
may liavc up to duct cho*xcs, not including sleeping in a vehi- 
cle, wliicii is madvisablc from a racrical vicupyjinr, 

First, he con string a lumruock bctvvcen tvs*o trees. Most ham- 
mocks arc (ishnci atvIc, which makc> them lifdtt and compatible, 
He can string a poncho above the hammock for rain protection 
isonie ovmmcrvially available •‘jungle" hammocks liavc ponchti 
Toufn as p«art of the system A du*adv'antagc of the rishnct-sryle 
kammock is that gear tends to get caught in it Phe guerrilla 
udng this kind of Ixammock should be uught to hang his combat 
gear on I he tree at h» head for case of rciriev'aJ ilioukl he need it 
suddenly. Aruichcr disadvantage oi‘ the luuniTiock. comes with 
cold- weather use JuM as die surtacc <if a bridge freezes lie fore ilie 
road surtace does because of the cold air passing beneath the 
bridge, the hammock will have cold air parsing uoderneath ir, 
causing the guerrilla to liecoine coklcr latter. 

*lhe giierniia can abo eun^cruct sleeping plartorms if lime, 
equipment, and nacurc permit (enough .satisfactory vegetation s 
Although mtisr types of wood can be used to build a sleeping 
planorm, the easiest to use i» bamboo because )t is hollow (eas- 
ily chopped down) yec strong. IVaining in lashing is required, 
The final ch<Mce nughi he sleeping u: a tree. There arc obvi- 
ous dangers here, such as falling out of the tree and nor being 
able Co escape easily should you be discovered. SHU, some trees 
offer fiiir protection as sleeping locatiueis. A1 wav’s use a satew 
rope to tie the guerrillas uitu the tree with a quick -re I ease knot. 
Make suiv no sign has been left around ihe base of the trees 
being used or in ihe general vidoiU’. 

WATER FILTRATION AND PURJFICATION 

The accounts art* mauv <jf both picrnJIa and conv*eniiond 
tbrccs chat li*ll prev to impure water and lost their struggle 
bccaase of «. Guerrillas must exercise strict adherence to water 
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piiriiicntion pwaktf?, since so mam* nanml pathc^cn^ and man- 
made contaminants are found m water sources. C 4 ariry b nc\*cr 
to be coniQdemJ a rduble indteator of puriry: many contami 
nann arc ins'isiblc to the naked eye. Nor Is the remoteness of the 
water source to be conMdeted a ccliabic indicator* even tl>e most 
remote streams are NkcK* t<i contain some Datural contaminants, 
and cluuda formed by water vapor oripnaiini; uvvr contaixiinai' 
cd water or cuntaining airl^orne conTammann (acid rain and 
ocher polluiamsi can be dangcrutis. 

Rlcration 

hilrranon mvdvcs the removal or sub^antiai reduciioii r>f 
suspended particulate n^arrer* such as sill and Jemtus* &om 
water. FUtrohon alone, although good for improving the appear 
ance and perhaps the taric ut'thc ssatcr, is not enough, it docs 
not remove coxini. 

Phmitivc tiliratior can be accomplished by suspending a 
trouper leg from a tree branch ssith the hem dou*n and a knoi 
tied just aivn*e rhe hetn. Fill three quaners of the kg with alter* 
anting layers of rock, sand, and grass ;nvo layers olcach). Pour 
the water t<i be liiccrcd into the top of the leg 30 tkii ir drains 
dnw*n til rough the bs*cr$ and drips into a coniamcr placed od rlie 
ground bdow the knot in die keg. 

Two shirrs stretched huriaootally tight, ooe above the other, 
cati have w\\t<r poured through them. Place a container darcedy 
beneath them to catch the water as it comes ihronglv 

You may he able to simply alli>w standing ssatcr lu settle fee 
as hteJe as an hour or so in order ton he suspended matter tr> set- 
tle to the bo«t>m of the container. 

Purification 

Fufllication is the re moral or destruction of harmiiil 
pathogens and other materials in the water, home modern fiircflr 
available at camping stores and th^m outdoor ci^uipment suppli- 
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CT3 do in fact purift' water by cemaving nearly all known natural 
and man-made contaminants, including viruses, bacteria. 
dinoflogellaiM such as plistcria. and other debilitating toxins like 
jfjnHt and Giardia lamblta^ os well as heavy met- 
als iTOm industrial waste and kcal enlifonn bacteria, winch is 
ewnmoa in the w*atcf and sediment layers of riven and streams 
meandering through agricultural areas. 

Boding water at e culhng boil tor a kw minutca kills all nat- 
ural conuminants but may leave syrnhenc toxins. Still, boiling is 
better than ootbing. 

Water con also I'le purified by chcmdcal means such as bleach 
or iodine and chlorine tablets. Many conventional armies use 
liie&e tablets lur combat units operating along the tlH>ard edge 
of the bardc area. Guerrillas should carctiilly scorch bodies and 
prisoners for ihe« lablets. which they con coke and u«. Warning: 
1 once operated in a counccrgucrrilla unit rhar kept liiglUy to.de 
tablets chat looked pisr like iodine lahlets in a genuine iodine b<it 
dc in cheir uniform pockets in case of capture or death. .Make rure 
you give a prisoner frirni whom vou have jam taken wliat appears 
to be iodioc or ocher puHficanon tablets a canteen of water con* 
Earning one of these tablets first. Let him see you place the tablet 
in his water. If he balks, you know* the cabletfi arc bogus. 

Water CoUection Sins 

Water must be collected covertly, hntire guerrilla units must 
not show up ai a single water source to collect water. A few guc^ 
rilJas should take canteens ht>m the svhotc unir and fill iKeni 
trom a position <if soJery. This way. if they are compromised, only 
a lew* guernUas arc in trouble rather than cvcryr»ic. 

The gucTtiilas must be careful nor to use the same e.xact col* 
lection point more than once. An enemy unit watching the river 
• oroiher source) might easily spot some ^crrilJas getting water 
.somewhere and allow them to leave without being attacked. 
Then they can fet up an oliscrvanon post to sec if the guerriUas 
return to dial sx^llection point. If so. again the enemy allow* them 
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tu leave ind laicr miac or bool>y trap ihe site. Or the enemy 
miisht let them leave and then send ui a sniper team m track the 
^cirilias ouihe»r way hack.ro their unit. TIjc rest you can imag- 
ine. Another option the enemv has ui this instance is to lio a 
rliorough map sfiidy ot* the surroiutding area in order to deduce 
where the gitcrhlla pacroi base iTuaht be. then send in a rccon 
team, conduct aerial reconnaissance ^manned or unmanned), or 
drop some listening devices in the area. Some counierguerrilla 
ttiroa might even contaminate the uau'r if thev think it mighl 
harm the gucrriilas. 

Haw the guerrilla intends to use the water he is taking will 
determine where he u*i)l take it trora For insuiscc, dnnkmg 
water comes frotn il>e point farthunt upstream. Downstream 
from chcrc is the point tor cooking water, folhwed by urensU 
ajui cuokiffg vessel washing, clothes washing, and. if ivecessary, 
vehicle washing u rare event thr guerrillas). Soaps must never lie 
used unless thev arc the bio^iegradahle kind dtai cnvironmcncal- 
ly jiw'sire backpackers twe -such soaps leave no bubbles or other 
signs ut* pollution. 

NAVIGAnON AND MOVHMENT 

Gucrnlla tones are usually mdigci^ue to the region in which 
the>* are figitting Ncsxrchcless, the guernll.i leader muet ntakc 
every eftort to enaure that each guerrilla is not only v‘er>' fainjliar 
with the lay of’ the lanvi but also know^ how tn move aero* chat 
liind without hang detected. The guernlk must also be jde|>r at 
using techmeol (it^ap aM compass^ navigation tcchoxfucs as well 
as prinutivt! means cu get ^om place to place; the time may come 
when lie rmm mme out of his home aiva into a region iinl‘imil* 
iar CO him. be it as n senitpemunent rclcxubon or to link up with 
another guerrilla force in order to conduct a foini opera rion. 

Tills book doev not contain a dccailcd cipbmdoQ on tech* 
meal and primitive land navigation, .since this would tcs]uire a 
section the size of a bix>k icsclf. All the land navigation (and sur- 
vival) technivpies the guerrilla needs arc fbunJ in WtMfm/a 
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Ffvy to Sarvivf in tbr Vsildffrntss as Tou Travtl ami 
in a vidLXi. Thf Ultimats Outduvrtman: Critical ^iUs fur 
f'raviUn^. and Enitmnf, Tour Timt in the mildemrss. 

Borii are available from I’aladin Press. 

liluave nvovicmeiu lechniques, liowever. shall be covered herc. 

Movement 

Mao /.edong, when wriemg aboucyu chi chan {gucrnlla war- 
tare h said that guerrilla strategy nvust be based primarily on 
alcrmcas, raobiliry, and attack. The iirsi iwo arc crucial to aclriev- 
lag the third. 

Anyone, regardless of his background, con learn tu move 
undetected. Whereas ii is true that many giiernllos are bom out 
in the country ddc and have learned tu move viuietly through ihe 
wnnds while hunting, a ncu* guerrilla bom and raised in a dry' can 
also be lauglu to slink through the forest without a sound. And 
country boys can be eauglu w improve iheir movement skills. (I 
am a perfect cumplc of this. Although 1 was raised in the woofs 
oT Maine a inf in the Isackcounrry of old south Florida and the 
Everglades when this regii>n still had huge irocrs of uninhahiced 
uildcrncas and was quiu.* ptuliacm at sneaking about by rhe rime 
1 was 1 3 y*eara old. I 'oiamcd iruirc an a icconnaixsoncc Marine by 
paying acceutiou tc» people like Sian Iramk. my pirint man. who 
waa raUed in ^ PaJau iun^dv* in rite wester) Pacific; Pai Mailing, 
a strapping coiiniry Isoy from the sugar beet fields of nortiieru 
Minncwica who knew how to run a parrol hettcr Than most men; 
and rndd Oh man, tny rccon team machme gun net. ) 

The guerrilla must always be watching, listening, and learn* 
ing. The day the guerriila feels he ho5 nothing more to leim is 
I he Hay the guerrilla war is lost. 

Hie Trad Fallacy 

I recall being taught in the Marines thar you must never use 
Jails because of die inctcased likelihood of being ambushed. 
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AJ though it 15 so ihat the more often one iwes a trail to get lh>m 
one point to ino^r the greater hia chances arc of being 
ambushed, the iruih is that all guerrilla tbrucs and all coawn- 
Hona! forces use trails extensively- The reason for this is expedi- 
encx'. It is oltCQ neccssarv to move <|ukkly from one place to the 
nc.xt, and trails atfued you that ability. 7^ key is rr> use trails as 
inircquently as possible artd, when using ihem> to reduce the 
amount of sign or impact left on that trail. 

lb reduce «gn { whether on a trail or off », the gucrrilUs should 
trac'd in snuil grovips with the li^msc possible loads, and prel^' 
ably tr^ivcl during haves ot* darkness and rain. ‘Ibe tewer feet in a 
trail the fiwer fbnrprinp left behiivd. Tlic lighter dw individual 
load, tive less live impact ctT the foot tn the grcjurxl. Koirt helps wash 
dw'ay sign, and dirkncss allows a certain degree of visual ufexy. 

Snvall trails are preferred to larger ooes because they arc 
mr>re dift'ciih (or the enemy to dciecT Gucmilas can use game 
trails extenaivcly in many caacs^ prm’idcd they adhere to the 
ahjrc men cloned rules. Ir is wise to have a large guerrilla fucrc 
break up into smaller groups and mo\x independently vu snvall 
trails arul then form up at a predetermined, secure location for 
the attack when doK to the objective. Ir is ss^ortbwluie co tram 
dogs to run point and detect bool>y traps and enemy ambushes 
with their sensitive m>si9. 



Interval 

The diatajscc between one guerrilla and the guernllas to his 
un mediate ihjnc and rear is called intcrsul. Inicrval isdccermmed 
by the tacdcil Mcuanun; you wanr enough distance to prevent or 
lessen the chances of two or more men being wounded or killed 
by a single booby trap or ambtLsh. but you also want to be close 
enough so that eye contact can be mainiaiived and mutual sup- 
port is available in ease of trouble. Icmin. w-eaiher, vtgccatiiMi, 
weapons capabilities, and the level ofuciical proficiency tbc 
has all play a role. In any caac. the in ten’s! stuMld not be so great 
that one guerrilla cannot cffcctivch' communicaic with the gucr- 
rilid in fiont of or behind him with hand signaU. 
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Hand Signals 

Hand signals fliould be simple and easily understood. For 
instance, pointing oi your eyes means you see something, and 
tJien poindng in a direction raeons you see something in chat 
ijircction. Next, dashing numbers with youi fingers means 
lhax something U so many yards away in ill at diicvdon. TIuk 
signal might be foUuvsxJ by another numencal signal indicat- 
ing how many of those ilunp you .see, which is followed hy a 
signal for what those things are The latter might be forming 
a handgun with your hand, which would mean enemy troops. 
In le«.s than three seconds one gvicmlla van '‘tell'* anachcr 
guerrilla rlur he sees ftw enemy voldicn 200 yards to the cast 
and never have to open hU mouth or ri&k detccuun by mov- 
ing back ro the other guerrilla. 

Time Together 

Ouerrilla leaders muse do everything in Uieir power m keep 
small units cogcihcr as much as possible, fhe more rime a small 
unit ^nd» living and operating logether. rhe more efficient 

rhev will become as a team. After several months of combat 

« 

rr^cthcr, a small team of guerrillas can seem to read each <ichcr's 
thoughts based on bow they are moving, i.e., rheir Ixidy I in 
guage I have operated in ujiiu with this aKtUrv' and can assure 
you chat they arc hi(dily tftective. 

.Minimize personnel turnover. Iwcryihing should he done as 
» team — sleeping, vatuig. traming. rehearsing, and Hglitlng. If a 
penonality cla^ cannot be worked out within the ream, move 
one of the guerrillas involved tc» another team. 

Simple Ridw of Movement 

*rhe fcdlnwing arc some simple rules to make movement 
more locncollv sound: 

• A guerrilla must oevee uoc vcgeiafton lo pull himself up a 
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ftlope: pulling on vegetation leaver addiiiona) of the 
gucrrilli's pissnm, 

• Stealthy scua& mxi»t bi* u»cd ic adv*ancc of the main body, 
ntitj A rchable communications sy^uin must link them. 

• Before moving out, titc gucriilla mu&t hlcacc all gear «idi 
camouflaged (dark green, brown, or blacks marking ope. 

• Trails toeing avoided hy villagers and to^^a>tblk arc being 
avoided for a reason — they arc unsafe lor some reason, i.c., 
they arc mined or bry>hy trapped. 

• Night movement must be practiced more than day move* 
ment; nigltc mr>vcriKnt U more dTHlculi and the majerity of 
guerrilla opcracioi’isivill be cr>ndiictcd ai nigfu. 

• Wlicn using a mail ay*scem, um nliemaie routes to avoid pat* 
cemlng. 

Alieriute Movement Techniques 

Besides moving over brtd on foot, the gueirillaa should 
attempt CO take advantage of rh'ers and other l^osLies u*sa'r 
Watercraft can be an cTcefleni meiliod of movmg supplies and 
inHltraring tror^. 

Higit Speed Cast 

While operating in the Philippines, one td' my rcconnais* 
unce unitT favorite insertion methevds was h\- bonka b<vu — 
diigciit caoots with outriggers and outboard mornr.s operated 
by indigenous people like the Negritos and the bihpinos them* 
selves. The boats arc extremely common and ihcrelore seldom 
attract attention. By having the boat operator run the boat at 
high speed (which is just ahoui ibc onlv speed they tun at) 
along a shoreline, a team of men can “lliglj speed caai” into die 
water svilhotu the boar’s having to slow dosvn. They can then 
infiltrate from there. 
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Rung and Snorkd System 



Slower craft can also be used, bu; like any boat they can be 
searcited. In warmer watei:$ the gueriilkus can hide l>cneaih a 
boar that has beci^ speeially ngged. Auacli rungs on the bottom 
ofihe hull, antiatcaeh tung drill a narrow hole in the hull, linn 
this hole U inserted a snorkel wii)^ a short cxremion attak.hcd 
dui runs up imderncatb a scat so that it can’t be ven from 
inside the boat. Ihe guerrilUs hang on to the runga ami also 
auach a safety line between them and the wrung in ease they lose 
dicir grip- I have lued this trick nuny tunes and have yee to be 
caught by a scar^ team uivvedgating the hoar mi list ream. 
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aUNG AND SNOaRBL SYSTEM 



Hang Glider 



Ctliders were firsr used by enmmandr* in World War U, with 
the British, Amcriems, and Germans all gctdng into the act. 
Today» liaiig gliders are more likely to be u^d because thev arc 
.smaller, easily hidden, simple to operate, ami often unexpected. 
You need an elcvatvd bunching point. 

Hang gliders must only be used by guerrillas at night, and the 
operator musr be an expert at aerial nasngafir>n via icrnin .issoci- 
ation or, if available, Global Posimming System (GPS). He must 
«ay clear ofihe itioon and slay sufTicienily high inuil time to land 
so that be is not heard; yes. all hang gfiden mike some notK ais 
the wind pushes against the fabric and rramc of the glide t. 
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CHAPTER 8 



Ciuernilas used bi<!Tcte^ cxtcnMsxly during Worid War II, aixl 
tbc V’ktcong also ui«l them to move supplies and weapon.^ not 
(jnly along ihe Ho Chii^iinh Trail but as ucll. 

Some convcmional force i are currcnih' capcdmcntiDg uirh 
niouncairt bikes as a means for messengers and even reconnais- 
sance units to get about, ai)d the giierriJIas can do the same. 
These rugged bikes can also move supplies. 

Animals 

Horses and other animals can he u«d, too. A neat inck I 
once used tu move some sheet e.xploMws into an area was lo sew 
tlie Bxplosivo right into the saddle blanket of ihe liorse. No one 
suspected a thing. 




Pack miauls m»y talie the pUce of vdilckft rf that U all yoo have. 



Now lee's look at some mines atxJ bw>by traps. 
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mint isstt^ ae ofjtciai communique. * 

— Adm.ral Wiltam Prwt l'^42 



Mines and buobv traps are to tlie guerrilla a$ lies ai'id i^aif 
mults arc co polincians and many juumalisGi thev go hand in 
hand and |>lay a cnrical role in col^ducling day*t» day hiuvinuss. 
The guorilU force that does not use mines and booby traps as a 
combat multiplier scands a aubstandaliy reduced chance of victor^'. 

Mines and booby traps first came inm ri’ielr own <m a grand 
scale in World War 11 when antitank and antipersonnel mines 
were used heavily by bodi the Axis and jMlied powers; booby 
traps were used biiuo a much lesser degree. Hut ic wasn't umil 
the Vietnam War that we really began to see how de\'aMnt- 
mg an effect these guileful weap>n.s could base on an army. 
Thdr nuTcpbrious nature and tendency to bruttlly malm rather 
than kill outright makes them particularly effocQvc in lowering 
the enemy's morale and shattering not only their will to tight, 
bur that their country, too. Also, they are readily available in 
the world arms nutlet and van be very athxdable, wiiJi some 
antipersonnel mines cthting as lidc as S2 each. When you add 
this to the fact that booby' traps are just as eas^' to manufiicrurc 
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ami ng to nntipfrsannel n^ines arc in purchase, you begin to see 
why they are *o irciporiam ro the gucrrilb. 

Every mine or booby t^p where a guerrilla might acri- 
dencalK* detonate icbcvausc he didn't know it was ihere maet be 
marked rn prevent tins. A system of apparenily meaningless 
marks (meaningle^ to the enemy; and perhaps even imnodced) 
must be developed that warn any guerrillas passing by chat a 
mine or booby trap lic& ahead. Iliese mark^ might be vimcrhing 
iA innocent looking as a nucbcic against a tree. 

arc d hided into three carcguiics: antitank or andv chi- 
de, ancUhip, and ami^KRux^nel. I'hc pjdicious use ot cach can mb 
standally turn the tide in 4 guenilb war. and if the guerrillas have 
a reliable source of rc.mpply, thdr combat power is aU the greaier. 

DETONATION SYSTEMS 

Minei^ and booby craps can be detonated by a number of 
mean»« including the fnllotving: 

• preswrc 

• pressure-release 

• Knsiuti'tdctoc 

• cm-command 

• magnetism 

• tiincr 

• anti disturbance 

• air prvasurc ciunge 

• air temperature change 

detonation meclianism ihe guerrilla selects will 
depend on the ciromtotanccs. 

Pressure 

Pressure -detonated mines arc among the most common 
types ttiund in guerrilla wan. They work oi> the simple principle 



I A* IV T**r Mist 

112 



of someone or something 
aj^lying pressure n> the top of 
the mine, which detonates it 
initandy in rmi&t cases. They 
are commonly placed on trails, 
pallia, and roads. Caution 
must be taken to cnsiice that it 
U placed at a depth that u jiisi 
rigl^c for detonation, 

Some types of mortar 
nvunda can be rigged aa mines 
by placing them nose up In the 
ground mill the Ivire 
safety pin removed and setting 
the fiwe assembly on impact. 
Failure to remove flic Ivorc rid- 
ing saKty pin will result in the 
round's failing to go off 

MORTAX ROUND M£NB Pressure- Rclw SC 

rbc (Vfcscurc release mine is exactly the opposite of the pres- 
sure nunc. This mine requires dtac the pimure keeping the mine 
Inim detonating be released or reduced in order tbi* the mine to 
detonate, huch mines oltCD rdy upon ^ome ru^c perpetrated 
upon a careless of unsuspccong enemy soldier where the soldier 
picb^ up or moves an object sitting rut the mine's pccsbure pLue 
or sw-Ueb. A classic example of du» is wiien a guei rilla Ibrce leaves 
something chat tbe enemy would find of' mtcrert on top of the 
unseen minc^a weapon, map case, radio, sock of' p3pei*s. ur 
M'hat have you- When the enemy soldier removes it— whump. 
hven more insidious is placing a soda or beer can upngln along 
a ruad or jiath. underneath which is a pressure a'lcasc mine. 
Many sokhers just can’t resist kicking at cans, so . . . 

Pressure -release mines can also be placed iiiuier die dead 
bodies nf gucrriila.s and esemy soldiers. 
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Tension- Release 



Tension^release deton^rors are normally associated with 
booby traps. These arc the cUsaic *^trip wire** devices that cost so 
many Ammcan GLs body parts ami tbcir lives in Viemam. 

M^cn setting these btxibv craps it is impoiTant and very wise 
to have TO'o sources of tension on the wire. Ihis adds an ciira 
dimension of safety to the operahon, 

The v»irc can be run airuo trails at s*aix»us hdjdus, and I 
recommend using the S-to 1 rule. This rule says thar after every 
hve crip wires scr at ankle height, the next one should be set jt 
head or shoulder height. You do this because if the enony point 
man lixuls hs’c wires at ankle height be may assume that they are 
all set at ankle height. KopcfulK'. he will he proven ^lally wrong. 

On 'Command 

Ilie on*conitnand (command* detonated! mine is most often 
i claymore, a cuntaiatr of pellets backed with an eaplosisv charge 
that hurb the hundreds of pellets iow*ard die enemy. It U a devas- 
tating iveapnn that can cn^>ple or kill ncjineroiis enemy in a single 
well-directed blast. An electrical charge detonates the tsioc. 

Magnetism 

Magnetic mines are usually ^escr^'ed fiv antishipping pur- 
poses. Tliey am be set on the bottom cd* a harbor, and when a 
ship passes o\‘cr them the magnetic pull lifts them off the bortnm 
and pulls them against the ship's hull for immediaie detonatioo. 

Timer 

Mines of many styles can be ngged with timers in the hiao- 
ry or by the guerrilla in the field, limpet-styie mines are com- 
monly used by special openuions forces auch as Force Rccon 
Marines, Navy SEALs, and the Bneish Sfiedal Boat Squadron to 
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sink enemy slii|«. Ifa guenilli tbrcc can come by such mines and 
use them against enemy slipping, they have done gc>od and 
added a new dimension to the war. 

AnridistuibaDCL* 

Both mines ai'id boolvy Traps can lie figged with antidismr- 
bamre systems designed to detonate tlie mine when someruie 
umpcTs with ix. A simple mcroiry switch b all than really need- 
ed, and these can t>c fashioned with the insides of a btamiard 
household rhermosiat conraining a vial of nscn*ury, which allowed 
an electrical circuit to be completed. 

Air PrcKsurc Change 

A mure sophisticated deionaiion device uses a barometer to 
cTplndc the mine or booby n-ap when the air pressure n.^« or 

to a (^rtain level. This is i good sv'stcro to use when yotir 
imclUgcnce says an enemy unit will be mrwing into a certain area 
ahead of or behind a storm from. 

Air Temperature Cliangv 

Tlie same principle as die air pressure change deionntor can 
be used tti rig a devKe to go olT when rhe air temperature readi- 
es a certain Icvvl. A digjul diermomeier is required. 

Mines and booby traps are one of Hie guerrilla's best tfieuJs. 
Use them wisely and watch the rmwle of the enemy plummet. 
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Abosv: Uocxplndcd inbpcrsoiinei bombleu fmor * cluster hi>mh unir 
(CBU) nich aa tkis ua make excel lent booby trsps. 



Cumndcs of chltTopAC Aauru icrmr»t boob)*-tra|ip<d ihe 
laponcac afflbanadoc's home In Unu After sebbg it ajtd huidreds ol* 
bukta^es in Duember of’ 1V96. Fortunately chclr^lmet failed when a 
CIA bcbw’vuer ELO HA rceoniuissaacc Aircraft o^‘crQcw the f*ftmisea and 
pinpumted the buoby tnp> as well as the cxw hxadon of e>‘er>‘on« 
in»iiJe the mansion. This allowed tbc Peruvian comoundos to lake ilie 
bmIJIng Juwn with the loa v£ cullr two of their men Ithc unit's ops 
itrtVer jtH} a lieutenant) and one hostage (who aj^orcntly died of a 
lir.irt im.ick). All of the terrohats wav correctiy Idiled. The moral of the 
sinry may he that tb< pieniUa should never tnm to terrarlsai. 
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*Wr hapt the fs*ver tn knock any society out uf tht 20th entfUfy:’' 

— DeftnM :^ccr«urv Rnbcrr McNamara. 1464 



]u5r hcarini^ the uwd canmake a guerrilk (igln- 

<r*s jaw tigluen and eycft squint, fin* it* there is uoc hallmark ol'a 
guerrilla war, it is the ambuaii. Tht aml^uah is probably the old* 
esrtocric in the guerrillas warfightiiig manual, and the reason it 
u »till there ia simple; It wnrk.4. and ic works remarkably well 
wficn planned an«.i executed correctly. 

*l*be liar of guerrilla forces who used ambushes is long and 
unprcsMvc and [Deludes diveiu of Amciican Indian tribes, the 
Huns, the Mongoh, the Swiss, the Afghans, rhe French, 
Aroerkans in neoHy every war they have ^ught, the Russia ns and 
the Soviets, the lapancse, tite Chinese, the Vietnamese, the 
*1 ami Is, and thousands mure. 

The guerrilla force must be expert at setting and executing 
amboshesin a vanccy uf vittutions. Once the guerrilla ittaim the 
abilitv TO ambush cnemv forces with blood v results, ius combat 
power IS greatly multiplied. 
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ymY AN AMBUSH? 



Bcsidr:* the obvious overall goal of weakening the cnenw 
physically. lactically, ^pirirudUy. and logtfiicalk, (he am hush is 
meant to either dc^urm* a cctuin cnczn\ turcc (and reap ihc 
manv rewards (hat ccime from that dc&truLTioQ,* oc harass a cet- 
tain furce in order to wear it down and reduce \ta corabai power. 

When an enemy tbnx is destroyed, nseaning ir can iv> longer 
tiglit as a unit, the gumiHas tan benetit by capiuring the lolloping: 

• pcrsooncl 

• wvapons 

• equipment 

• iiittfliigcnce informanon 

'Htcy will also bene tie from the KjUo>^)ng: 

• a rise in cheir morale 

• increased ambush c.'cpcncncc 

• Increased general combat leadership experience 

Tlie guerrillas bendit in the toUowng ways when they* cue- 
cessfuUy harass an enemy fr)rcc: 

• by rbrdng the enemy to abandon or alter iherr plans 

• by keeping rhe ettemy on the detvaove 

• by lowering the enemy’s morale and will lo rlghr 

• by demonstrating to the cisilian populace that the enemy is 
puH^crleu agiinsi :he guerrillas 

And regard I e«. of the type of ambuab— ilcstniction or 
hanw»mcnt— the enemy wll become less aggressive and more 
uneasy and distrcs&cd when uperadng in guerrilla country. l1u$ 
»ill result in the enemy’s substituting caution tor Egression, 
which orients thent more to the defense than the offense, and 
tiiat is precisely where the guerrilla «'nms fiis enemy. 
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AMBUSH CLASSinCATIONS 




"nic rvpc of ambush von conduct will depet) d entirely on tlie 
taciical siruatkw at the moment. Hicre are two types of ambu&h* 
cs: del i Iterate and hasty. 

Deliberate 

*l'he deliberate jmbusii is an imhush planned agauisi a pre- 
selected umt at a predetermined time and place. Solid mtclh* 
gCDcc and dcuikd planning arc the two dements that make a 
deliberate ambitsh possible and worthwhile. 

Deliberate ambushes require information on rhe follrwing: 

• the size <if the enemy unit (squad, platuon. company, etc.) 

• the composinon of the enemy unit {infantry, mechanized 
infruilry, motor tti import, headquarters, supply, etc.) 

• the di^mdon of the enemy uoit {casual, somewhat alert 
and defensiw, very alert and dcfensivvl 

• the strengi h of ( he enemy un i ( ( weapoi is, I ead e rsl*i ip, .supp orr 
equipment, ctc.i 

• Hie route of march of the enemy unit and estimated dmc of 
the enemy’s arrival 
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Stream caa be exedlmt amhnA atcK 

K the encfliy fatl« tn ea^ sccority pceaudooe. 
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H^ty 



TKc hast)' ambush is conduced qiucUy on targets oKuppex* 
mnit)'. 'lb make it work tbc gueniUas must rhink and act quick- 
ly at^d hi\'c set SOPs that make cfacrn read corrccik when the 
time comes. 

Hasty ambushes require the following mformaEon: 



• rhe approximate 
si^ of the 
enemy umt 

• the suspected 
composirion of 
the enemy unit 

• the suspected 
disjKi.drion of 
the enemy uiut 

• the approxamate 
strengili of the 
eivemy unit 

■ the current route 
of march 

• the esiuTiared 
tiiac of arnvai m 
rhe te*n rone 




Support vehicles travdiog akwg roa<hvii>‘» where the trees gruw rigin up 
to the road are treqocntiy easy prev. 



AMBUSH ESSHNTIAI-S 

'Hie eoi>dua of an effective ambush rcqiures dircc essential 
components. 



SurprUe 

I r is no surpri.v that die offensive tundamentaJ of surprise is 
critical to die J^icceswul condu« of an amhush From surprise, 
all else comes when dcaiimr Nvith ambushes, tor without surprise, 
you have no ambush . Good intelligence, tliorough planning and 
rehearsals, individual and teajn preparation, and masrciiul cxc 
codon ore what lead to surprise. 



A U • I H f.l 

125 




Fire Coordinatioa 



Thi!i Is trcqucntly uxkt most dilSciiii and cime-coo- 

sumiD|; faccc^s lo ma^cr. CommiinJcaiiDn aiul anetilion to 
detail arc the keys to solid lire cnordi nation, ^^^{hulrl whidi the 
ainbu;^h \s> doomed to foilure. Kvery n»n mu&t kjKAv prcdMily 
w\ut (0 k\q and when to do it if the kill zone is lo be filled tsirh 
the bodies of the enemy. A mistake in fire coordination means a 
loss of concentrated mass Hrea in the kill 70fie. 



Yod will need a wrapnn 
capable ot* stopping the 
cociii7's tbrwanl move- 
ment unmcdiatzlj. 





C^Mnmand and Control 

The anU>ush is the most imci^se il>rm ul a^bac and. a such, 
teqoirea the vc47 best in command aitd control. Leaders ail up 
and down the chain of command must have a tight grasp of the 
procedures that conrrtd the ambush, from the insertion to the 
setting up to the execution t<i the cjctrartion. SOPs, thorough 
planning and rehearsals, and supcevition arc what it takes to 
command and concrol an ambush effrccively. 

OMiMutd and Omfral (icaU 

The gucnillas must use command ami cuntrol measutes to 
<hi the IbUoseing: 

• dca'ct the enemy's approach and intunn the ambush team 

• allow the enemy to lully enter i he kil I rone Ise fr>re i n i H ari n g li re 

• utilize immediate action if the ambush is diacovered prior to 
initiation 

• utiliac direa and indirect Hre^ wlien needed 

• utilize search and weep techniques immediately alter the 
ambush 

« sa^ly and tactically withdraw ivice rhe amhu^h i& finished 

AMBUSH FORMATIONS 

The type of ambush ibrmation you select will depend upon 
the foUenving 

• the size and turmatioii of the unit being attacked, as tvell os 
its composiooii and dispotition 

• tlie weaponry Iwing carried by the unit bdr^; attacked 

• the terrain 

• the vegetation 

• the size, composition, and dii^sition the ambush ftjree 

• (lie weaponry available to the ambush Iuk'c 

Once the gtiettilla leader has determined tiicsc ractoeshe cati 
better select the best ambush ft>rmation to use. 
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linear {LiocJ Am bush 



Tlw linear amba^h miniates rhe ambush fiitcc paralld to the 
enemy tbrcc. After pinmng the enemy in position by scaling <»lf 
both ends of the long a tit with mines or oiher weapons^ the 
ambush force attacks the cnemv with large volumes of tire along 
the enemv’s tiank that is ei^xncd to the ambush ftirce. 

ilie guerrillas must use camion to cmuiv that the majority 
of enemy rrnops uid weapons is i^ithis the MU zone; an cacray 
unit that is strung our on its long axis is imlikcK to be darned 
seriously by a linear ambush. 



MtKKS 




tJXBAR AMBUSH 



(lUViRk LIAV IN THV M tl 

128 



RoK (Rectani^cJ Ambnsb 



Hie box ambtish is tf34>eeiall7 eiTccuvc against a fcsvc that has 
Me or no erpcrience with ambushes. Ic rdics upon four 
ambush teams forming file ibur cornets ot‘a box v^ith the enemy 
made the box. One corner engages the enemy at a time, 
the enemy rum ro tight in that ihrecnon, the initiating team 
cea«s fire and ai>pears lo be lAithdrauing. that time the team 
diagonal to (he llrsi team I'^ns tire <uui forces the enemy to shift 
tiseif focus of an en (ion. As they do *o, a th^d ream engages the 
eitemy as the wond team ceases tire and appears to withdraw. 
When ilic enemy go aitet the third team, the third team also 
ceases dre and appears to withdraw. Now* the tourch team opcm> 
tire to tinish of) what's left of the enemy force. 

Pyramid (Truogle) Ambush 

There arc two rypes of pyramid ambushes: riglir configura* 
(ion and loose configuratinn. 

1*he tight |>yramid or iriao^e is used with inrerincking fields 
of fire from automatic weapo<u set at the points of ihe conltgii* 
ration when the direaion from wlxicii ilie enemy will be 
approaching is uoknown. This conftgiiration i» ftirly secure but 
requires at lease 20 or so men due to the risk uf the enemy 
aasauliing thr<iugh. 

.Similar in concept to the box, the loose triangle has the autn* 
inatic weapons engaging the enemy's lead first until the enemy 
(ficstoaa&.iiil( through li>em. When they do so. one of the flank- 
ing automatic weapoiia opens tire to draw rite enemy oH'. When 
the enemy mes to attack that ream, the other tianking team 
engages them. 

An oflslxvx of this is to have assault reams standing by to 
ckm: with and destroy the enemy as soon as they' are in disarray 
and being WTsm down by the autumadc wcapum tire. 
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wwT linnv itvr«c>Pov 
CsfAn An*«o»rM 



AMtUM FUUJ> APmr. 
rTLL'WalSU FIBjl» 



4MMTAR ma CAA 
UAMR'VB TO nx ZKUU 



^MKU^H fOR<^ 



Pl'MMII) AMaUSH 








Z Ambush 



When iJi ambush force may be taced wHh an exposed tknk 
I rcmlumn^ oicmy unit, i single envelopnicDt, or even i kill 
7x>Dc with a potential escape route, 1 Ik Z ambush is usc4. It pro- 
vides a secondary kill zone in ease the enemy manages to get 

througli I lie parallel ambush team. 
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LOOSE ryjtAMtO AMBUSH 
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L Ambush 



The L ambush is the clasau ambu&li because ii <ia 

be Id s'ahoiu airuations. 'I1^e I earn cKcupsing the leg panlld 
to ihe bll 7<>nc delivers tlanking Bre ibai MXppom the blcx±uig * 
ream’s fire imo the encim* element's lead. Tlic ambush force musr 
ensure that the enemy’s rear does not escape, This can be accom* i 
plished by setang a day more mine to cover this possibility. 
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T Ambush 



This htnuaiion takes its name frcini the shape the opposing 
tofcca take in the ambush. The ambush hjrccis perpendicular to 
the rouic of march of the enemy Ibrcc and is able to del her 
harassing fires onto the enemy’s lead as well as down their long 
a.xit in a conical ^shiua. Ic can also be used svhen the direction 
of the enemy's approach is somesdtat in doubt but bcUcv'cd to 
be most likely Irom a nghi ai^e. 
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V' AJTrbosh 



'i his ambuih w also i)uitc versaiik and ^vc» ihc amhath 
tbrcc an excellent chance of complete surprise when tfac ambush 
br set m a wooded area along a trail. Stria fire ciisdpiijic b need- 
ed to prevent one leg from shining lire too far toward the oppo- 
site leg. The diamond shaped kill zone b vwered witli inter' 
locking and enfilading Dres. 
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SI^HCIAL AMBUSHES 



Special ambush c?: arc Hmired only by the siruoiion and the 
aisdadry and imagination of the guemlla.s 

Helicopter Ambush 

Ky disabling an enemy helicopter in a kill 7 one but leaving 
some of the enemy afive inside or just outside the chopper, the 
guerrillas can lute in another helicopter or helicopters In an 
atKmpto extract the downed bird’s crew and/or truups, To do 
ibis tile guerrillas simply cease ^ and remain hidden until the 
rescue ehoppe:^ arrive. 

In many eases the rescue f<irce will hnt Hy a couple r>f gun* 
ships alor\g ilte {verimetcr of the laiuhiiB "Jne to check for and 
dear guerrilla forces. This makes camouflage and discipline ent- 
ical: 00 guerrilla rmiat be Mxn or open frre undl the rcseiK birds 
are on the ground. 1 'hen tltey open with .1 large vrtlijine r>( con* 
eentrared tire to cripple or destroy the other hclos. Withdrawal 
must l>e immediate if the enemy lina ihe resources to engage tiic 
guerriiUs from the air with gun ships or with supporting amix like 
anillerv and mortan. 

Dcmollrion Ambueh 

A demolition ambush b initiated by first attacking something 
uspurtanc to the enemy with explosives. Harassing Hre b then 
delhered 10 the urgei oa the enemy reacts to the explosicu. It 
may behoove cl^c guerrillas tti hold their tire Ibr a wliile before 
opcemg up with their automatic weapons from a dbunce; the 
enemy will likely l>e etpeciingsnme iinn)ediaie harassing fire and 
by delaying fr>r a .short while the guerrillas may find That the 
enemy, unce it appears to them diat no harassing tire u> imml- 
nem> relaxes their guard sontewhat. 

Claymore Sniper Ambush 

If the enemy b moving across fairiy o^^ii ground with little 

AxauiitLi 
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tov*cr, a day more mine can be deronaied to stop his torward 
Several snipers are positioned around the kill eonc and 
withhold fire tuttil the enemy thinks tbai the {picnillas have fled. 
Once (he enemy comes out into the open again the guerrilla 
smpers pick ufl as many cncniy as possible and then withdraw. 

Ambixshcs arc one of rhe guerrillas’ best W'aya to even the 
sides. 
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Expl^Sron, and 
Indoctrination 



“Death is I(if bar tJ:an afwheK duty heavy (if a mnuMtain. " 

— bmperur Meiji, 168.^ 

Hot a fe«* years I wss an instructor at the U.S. Nnvy S£R£ 
Sdmul in Maine. One of my jobs at chit most demanding and 
challcnprig school was widtin the Kxsi stance Training I ^iboratory 
(IVl*!.) training and (cstiiig students cut their ability to survive a 
simulated phaoDcr of war (POW*! experience honorably. Aliso dur* 
ing rhis rime« 1 served as an advanced NKR 1*1 insinicior teadniig 
graduates of die baaic SER£ course things dicy needed tu know 
prior to making a deployment tn’erseas in the near funirc. In l^th 
job* I worked for termer prisoners of war who liad been shut 
down over North V’ictnam and captured m 1968. Their expcri« 
cnees helped me — and rhe rest of rhe insirucrar staH^ — beiter 
ijiuierstand die myriad lactor^ governing du* interrogation, 
imloctrinadon, and exploitation of pHsoncrh of w^ar. 

Immediately after finishing my tour a: the school I sv^s &ent 
tu Saudi Arabia and then Kuwait with a Marine rifle company tor 
the Gulf War. from die buildup to the final witlidrawaj from 
Kuwait in May of 1991 of the la« Marine combat unii, which 
liappcQcd to be my unit (2nd Battalion. 4th Marines: then* 
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Priwier^ &K Tuy valuable camrnodtKec them pmperiv. 

C Department Defense pbuto.) 
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Lieutenant Colonel Ki;\in A, C'onry, commanding), I found 
that, just Ai I expected, it is often to make pri&oQcrs useful 
iit some w*ay, sometimes extremely useful. 

CAPTURE AND HANDLING 

Let me (uake this perfectly dear— a prisoner oi*«*ar b a valuable 
commodity' that ytxi, the gueniUa. must learn to ciq^cit. A very 
valuable eoirunodirv. As such, ycru mu« go to the grtaiest lengths 
to make extremely sure svur meI^ do not -inadN'crtemly ororher- 
wise— mjure, maim, harm, tx oihcrmse damage the prisoner. 

Combat b an incre^bly emotional experience. All ar once it 
can lie tcrrU>'mg, thnlling, shrieking, horrilymg, disgusting, 
repuirive, maddening, sicketiing, humorous, conftidng. and 
mind numbing, and c\'cry guenilb is going to be, to some 
degree, affected by these e morions. This undeniable fact iswiiat 
you, as the guerrilla commander, are going to hz\x to sled >viih 
on probably a regular basis when it comes to prisoners of w*ar 
and how they are handled during ami inuncdiaiely after dicir 
capture and, if you ore required to hang on to the prisoners for 
an extended period, perhaps Ibr mooihs on end after their cap- 
U(i*c. Hmodons — those of rhe gucrrillaa-'acc the greatest threat 
to the value of the pri«mcf of war, nnd you mun do evcriThing 
in v*otir power to pres'enc cmoiionaJ responses from degrading 
the value of your pruc. 

Prisoners of war arc affbaiai eenain rights under the Geneva 
Conventions Relevam lo the Treatment of Prisoners of War, 
which w'^is signed in August of 1949 by many signatories and has 
since been signed by many mi>re. Abiding by these conventions 
actually increases the comlxit pmver of the guerrillas In many 
(most I drcumstances. so it behooves ihc guerrillas to abide by 
them. Brutality tor bruuliry’s sake ts of almost no value to ihc 
guerriikis and only serves to gain immediate phy^cal compliance. 
Although there a somerfilng to be said tor physical compliance, 
there arc other, more valuable means Ibr gaining such compli- 
ance, as we will sec. 
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The 5 Ss 

Ihc American iniliury uses the 5 Ss — search, siknee, segre- 
gate, speed, safeguard — to lay out bow prisoner? of w'ar should 
he handled initially on the barticdcld and all the w'av to their per 
manent detention feciliiy By sriebng ro rhU fnrmuld, ihe guer- 
rillas will reduce the number ctf problems tbe^' have between tlic 
dme they actually capture the [msoner and the time they mm 
him over to higher command. 

The search is the ftnt thing the guernlla does upon captiir- 
ing an enemy soldier. After taking die prisoner's obvious 
vrea^vins away, rhe guerrilla ctHiduccs an immediam search of the 
enemy soldier's person, including lus unifonn. He thoroughly 
scorches pockcc>, pack, and other w«b gear, as well as boots, hat, 
gloves, and es>ery odicr uniftirm item ibr weapons or anything 
chat might be used as a weapon (a comb, pencil t>r pen, keys, 
watch, compos?, belt, boo] laves, idennflcarkm rags and rheir 
chain, and «> on). Once the cactK.il situation pemiils, the guer- 
rilla performs a strip search, and this mcludes body casdtirs and 
depressions. The anus, ear canals, moutli, bottoms of feet, 
armpits, groin area, small of the back, hair, nostrils, navel, prw* 
tenor koec, palms of the hands, and other potential hiding spots 
are cheeked and cleared. 

All searches are done with one man doing die search and one 
man covering tlie prisoner with a rifle. Tlic searcher must never 
step benwen the prisoner and the man with the rille, for ohvi* 
oiu reasons. If ihe guerrillas have the fiind? (and tlib vkiesn't 
require much), some efectromc dog coll an should be bougiht 
and placed on the priMmer during the detailevi search. Should 
the row deade to get feUrv. a guerrilla jmt pushes a buRun and 
a nice stream <il clcctridry flows direcfly imo rhe prisoner. A stun 
gun is another worthy investment. 

The gucrriliaa niijst transbre immediately ail doc^unent? and 
proees.s them tut their imdligence v.ilue and tlicir exploitation 
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md intcrro^tian potential. I^nert to and from home, warning 
and rations orders, radio frequencies- SOP cards, resupply 
request/:, aj^d miich more mav be of siibsiantial value lo the 
guetrilla efthrr. 

SilfHce 

Every POW must be «lcnced from die moment of capture 
until he \s well asvav from the battle area and in a conirr^lled sit- 
uan'on. Masking tape is cxcelkm tor thi^ {yc^ it hirrts when you 
take it off but ir does not harm the prisoner i. Make Mire be can 
breathe thruuidi ha nostrils when you put the tape osxt hia 
inoufh. A friend of miac once k*t a prisoner {read: the prisoner 
sutTocated) after raping his mouth shut. The gu> had a cold and 
bb congested rtobc didn’t allow* enough air intt> his lunp. h> . . . 

rtepending on the tactical utuaiion, >nu may have to Nnd the 
prist*iner’s legs and arms os wvU to keep hiro from ihnshiitg artHind. 

St/rrejjatt 

U is permissible to segrcgarc prisoner* by nmk uy>on i heir cap* 
ture so as lo prevent immcdlati: escape attcmpts> and escape 
atrempTs arc more likely lo succeed when rhcc' arc undenakm 
soon after capcurc. before the prisoners are deposited ii> a more 
permanent detemion frctlity*. In the Krsi 24 hours or so arter cap- 
ture. the lacw' prisoner itsiiallv lias the lol lowing points in h» ftvort 

• He ia close to lus unit or friendlies. 

• He is often in cxcdknr physical condiiion, 

» lie is I n situarioiv: such as tra*.x’ling in vehicles that rnidee 
escape easier. 

• He is in dmations that otberwiK’ make escape eaiuer because 
of the fog of war 

Hy segiegating pri&iincn by rank Ifumur cnliMcds, NCOs, 
and ofticers), in n^nny cases the guerrillas can uiuicrminc the 
organic ah on trt cuvert escape commiiiee^ and committcc^ that 
facilitate c.^pc in nome way. 
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1 jrrr u-hen ihc prisoners arc in more permanent fadlincs. it 
may behoove the g^rrillas tn segregate prisoners by race, reli- 
gion. gender, and ever age. Such segregarioa carl nuke c^ploiia- 
tion easier arut more producing. 

Speed 

Kensoving rhe prisoner from tlie l»ii)e area as quickly as pos- 
sible Ucrucul to his future exploitaticm. Ry getting tom away from 
the Qgliting and speedup him to a saic area, the guerrillas are 
mure likely cu prevent hi.s .successful or addiuond injury. 

But with i^wed comes rl>e danger r>f ovcriookrng a sccuriw 
concern. Kvery precaution must Isc laken ui deny rhe prisoner the 
u^^xmuuicy to slip away unicen or make a Ivild dnsli for freedom 
in the confiisKm of the fight. Plans arul SOFs must be lurehilly laid 
10 increase rhe chances of a surccssful exiractiiM of the prisoner. 

Safeguard 

Every prisoner must be afrbrdcd sulHcicnt protection from 
enemy lire and friendly reraliarion. 'I'hc more damage you do or 
alkiw' dorK to a prisuner. the more likely he is to l^c of little use. 
Remember that the prisoner of war is a most valuable coni mod* 
ity that is to Ise realoush* safeguarded regardless of the caciical 
dtiiadoD. If thi& rtKauis that he must he allowed ro keep Kis per* 
.sonaJ proccctivc gear like a helmet, gas loask. and link jiickei, 
then so be h 

The gMcmlla^ must move the prisoners frequenriy m help 
prevent rescue actempb by* thdr comra^ks. They must coiiduct 
searches conumially so that rhey can detect and deal with secret 
stoihes and covert oigaaiiauons within tlw ranks of the prison- 
ers. If facilities permit, prboacn should be kept in solitary s'on- 
Qiictnctit and sectired with redundant security systems. 

InCerrogatioD and Exploitation 

Prisoner intenogatioa b an art unio n self and is covered In 
its enrircry in die Paladiu Press book Ma^e 'Em 7i*!Jr. J'rinci^hf 
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vf MiiiMTy Incp^ngafion. Given this, I won’t cover aU tiic 
approaches anJ incite ofihe trade hen: but »ill instead give you 
gcncnl adsdcc that will assist you in intenvgations. 
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AJeobol can ufteti h< uxed to tooseo a prisoner's tonpje faMcr than any 
other Approach. 1 'Kr Spanisb Lcpoocuhv koouis the dnt. 
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Tffrtnrg Is Out 

hoi^,et rorrurc altogcdicr. Tlus surprises you? It surprised 
me, roo, when I was trainiEg lo be ait H^tcr^ogltor under the 
nirelagc erf career Warijic interrogator Gunnery Sergeant George 
Misko iwho conducied mariy interesting ma'rrugatiom duiing 
the Gull War, attd elOT'hcrc. a man who can arrhly a prisoner 
with a incfc looki. tofmcf prisoners oJ*wir Cdr. Bob Fani USN 
• Ret.) and (^f Tim Sullivan USN i Ret J, and now -retired N;uy 
SKAI, Master Chief Tom Keith, the laiter erf wliom conduced 
numcroas field imerroga&uns in the Mekong Oelu. 

Toffure gams compliance , phvMtal eomjviuince, hut it docMi'i 
often elicit userid inri>rroaQon that js reliable, and )t doesn't serve 
any purpose in the piaeiical cxploiranon of 6c prisoner. For 
insoiftec, during an exploitation session in Hanoi M^hcrc several 
American POVVs were hmughr licftirc a Kicct group of n^dla 
(sclcctixl by die Communist regime, that is), one prisoner ofu*ar 
vkas forced to walk on uage in ftont of the cameras and was then 
told to bow, The pns^oncr intenuoruUy caulked out and acted like 
a zombie, then Ivwed stiftly to the* assembly first to the front, and 
then m 90-degfee angles to *“box tlie compass.'' This made him 
appev like an automaton who had loH his mind, and it ix'as made 
even wor^ lor rhe man's captors sslien a guard ordered him to 
bow again. This gavx the cl^’er pnaoner anorltcr chance to box 
the sompats wirh bows^ 6rcc of whicli went toward the rides and 
rear ot'ihe siagc 

During another exploitadoo session in Hanoi, a group of 
Amencaii Communist media was allo^xd ro question btcver.il 
rOWs. A bowl rtf fruit had b«n placed on the table Hj give the 
xJw that the prisonen. were being fed well, which was far irom 
foe truth. ofccHirsc, but one prisoner saw an oppiirtumty to turn 
6c tables on the rumctab by snatching a large handriil of tlie 
fruit and feeding ravenously as 6cy quesnoned him, sliowing 
6at be was underfed. 

The very besr way Ui extiaci useful iix formation is to use 
(wwen approaches ; outlined ui detail in Make ‘Em Talk) th,i\ do 
not call lor genuine ph\'»cal abuse or torture*. It w aJmosit a I way's 
easier to get ascfiiJ and accurate informaiion by using tris’kery. 
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Profosfionals Only 

The intcrro|4StioD ot pri^^oncR bv gucriiilAs other than cho«e 
tTfuncii in mtciru^adan tcchm^ui'I) rmist be avesded ITicre 19 
much too much to be lost at the hands of an irate, untrained 
incerro^tor in the field, Dwciplinc and exrratnion SOP 9 ^vilI help 
get the prisoner away from the hem Idle Id and into the hands of 
someone who knows exactly wliat be is when it comes to 
extractinij mlbtinaDan. 

Informati^H Sura^cand BxploiUxsuiH Systems 

Information giemied froiri pmuners must be kepi in a safe 
place and in a system that ib caady and accurately accessed Iw 
the gueniUas' intclUgcnce network. S^’seems with holes iliac 
allow good Information to he lost or not fully exploited must 
he lenried to, 

The djiscminacion of ineclligcncc from the interrogation 
center down to the troops must be smooth niid efticicot at all 
levels. Oiheruise, ilic guenilU movement b singly spinning lu 
wheels in this area. 




Smok? tells ot’ & ^crnlla scrike niatif xuecMAfuJ by the hifoniutioa 
estcacted from a prisoner by 1 prolcsMuoAl inEcrrt^lur, 
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I fsdoetrituiMH 

It may or may not be xvorth the time and efibn of the gucr* 
n Has TO run an mdoanoaiion program; it all depends on their 
rcscHirces. abilibes along these lines, and the educadon Icx’el and 
rcustance techmi^u» of the prisuners. If the guerrillas have the 
financial and lugisDcol resources, as wxll as indocrniiators who 
arc experts at their craft, and if ihe prisoners* educational level is 
fairly low and ihey have little or no training in resistance tedv 
nji)uc9, ii is advUablc for the guerrillas to indoctrinate the pris- 
oners into their way of thinking. This not only luafces them more 
compliant, it also makes tliem excelleiu propaganda sources, ami 
ihai propaganda can be directed at both the local populace ami 
the eoemy's bomcland. 

Bur as the prcv'ious two examples of erplottatinn attempts 
demonstrate, evptoiunon and indocin nation are not without 
risk, especially when the prisoners are educated and have been 
trained to roust enemy Induccnnadon attempts. Interrogators 
should alwavs try (o learn the prisoner's cducariona) level. 

loiivdociriiiaiepruoiiers — make 1 hem ihink like you ihinkitnd 
see things a» yuu see dietn — the giicmlla must use a smattering of 
tnidia mixed with haJfcniths, lies, dlsdnftirmatjon. and v^agary cci 
sway them. Pir^iaginda used against rliem must I’le of the highest 
quality; anything kss >vill be seen tor what ir is: a tnck. Persistence 
and d>c ability to use MX'mlngly msigniticant data u tools In the 
indoeirinauonsysiei>\arerwr)nrfhe guerrillas* most valuable a*;sers. 

Oil the Other Hand 

Lastly in this chapter, a wued on guerrillas who ace captured, 
hvery efTort mu.tt lie made to rescue guerrillas svho arc taken 
pnsoncr, amt every gucrcUU must be lauglu escape pnxedures 
and how to resist enemy intcrrogatian, cxpluiution, and indoc- 
mnatinn techniques .Strict accounrability must be maintained so 
that guemlLaa taken pnsoner are not willingly left behind in tiie 
name of pt^tkal expediency, such a» when Amcnca left nearly 
1,000 American POVVs in Ni>rth Korea and China after the 
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Korean Wax during Hairy Truman’s presidency, and when, as 
some iiikgc, hundreds nif>re American DOWs tt'crc knowingly 
left behind in North Vietnam after the truce was sgned in 1973 
daring the Nixon prcsidcncy- 

Tfic leadership trail of k>yaJt> muse be demonstrated at aU Icvris. 
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“Bemr ndu thAn be a crtWArd. ^ 

— C^dJu 

Ctiiemlb warfare i< a w'jr of tacrics, siraregy, operarional an, 
and fvcpuwcTf but it is alvu a w*er of trills ajid Jitinds. Tlie guer* 
rilb army that undersrandA the countcrgucrrilla a'chii^ucs the 
enemy uses aitd moves lo ihwart those Techniques at evert' runt 
will be the victor Et-CQ Amcnca — a country with exceusivc expe- 
rience fighting gacrrillas. ranging from the Barbary pirates in the 
early 19th century to Mohammad ha rah Aid id's guerrilla rhugs 
in Mogadishu -oonbAUcs to be stymied by third world hooli- 
gans, this despire ihesoorid's ntost powerful naciem having been 
bloodied in guerrilla wars m Central and ^outh America, Africa, 
Ada, North America* and Europe. Major powers will always, it 
seems, be vuinerabic to the guerrilla because of the modern 
oatKin s arrogance, pour leadership {in the capital and on tlie 
luidefield), and remarkable ignorance when it comes to how a 
giiertiUa army can and should be engaged and defeated. 
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THE ADMSSION 

The umber one prublem conwritionaJ jrn«e* make u^ten 
poin^ tu war against a gucmila force is rchiang lo admit that 
their aliy^tiic nation with the insurgcncy/gucrrilla problem — is 
suftering from political, social, ami economic problems that have 
^ven birth to the very msurgenq* iris now faced with. Who u 
to blame for these problems is lew relevant than finding and 
miplcmcntiiLg solutions to them or, if that feils. attepnng the 
loss cark on so thai one can get out. 

America lost the Vietnam War because unuMored, contemp' 
tuous pobticians believed they could defeat the Vleicong and 
North Viecnamesc Army with sheet firepmver and advanced tech- 
nology. and these wme {valmcians made the fetal minake of rely- 
ing upon military oftkets who. in most cases, oeN*<r undersrood 
rhe nature of tiieir opponent and whni lengths he was willing to 
go to in order to win. IVcsrdeni |nhRSon« already one <if the most 
egotistical, craw polidciaiis ever lo tit m the Oval Onice. accept 
ed Lhc rccymmendanons of generals who told him whai il>ey 
believed he wanted t<* hear — chat mudve bombing in the oortb 
was ibe answer. History tclU us chat although the bombing of 
Hanoi terrified the civilian popubce, the people were never in a 
p(\sition CO dctnajid that their gtrvcmmeoi stop the war in the 
south, «nri chose people did truly see the Ameneans as l\irtvanans 
camniicting war crimes against an innoceni sociccj*. When Nixon 
einered office he began secret bombmg missions in Iaos and 
Cambudia u3 an attempt to stake NV'A and V*C bases there, hue 
flic policv felled miserably on the nadoual level, even thcnigh B* 
52 stnkes were greatly feared by the enemy. Instead of merely 
increasing tlie level of violence and letting it go at diat, Amenca 
should have act out to cuher remove the impel us of the struggle 
ot, if that proved impossible hand sometimes it will pfow impoe- 
siblej, cut its losses and fled Vietnam in 1968 Instead, tbe war 
didn’t end until 1973. a fact rlut cost tens of thousands more 
American lives, and all for naught, 

A review of tl« tactics used by the most successful counter* 



CtI'T:RKILL.\S in IHf Ai*1T 

152 




guerrilla h>ix*a in Vietnam shows that small units of thsciplined, 
aggroftivc, cialU' soldiers whcj were willing and allowed to dght 
the VC on their own terms, were the most sueccsshil. When 
Special Ftirccs ourfits starred traicimg and arming people like the 
Mnntagnands and I Imong to defend ihemivh'es lumg guerrilla 
lacncs and .Marine units began their srraitgic hamlet program 
along witli usehil curdtm and search techniques, the V’C suifered 
serious setbacks. Add Navy SKALi to ihc Mekong Delta hunting 
VC with guerrilla tactics and you start to win. But even these 
successes would never have been cn<mgh to u,in the V'ietnam 
War because the Communists had an almost inexhaustible sup- 
ply ut young men and resolve, and they knew i hat America wa» 
unwilling to fighf for decades and see more and more body bags 
coming home. TTie crudiof ihc matter b, «5mc guerrilla wars ai c 
unwinnabic because of the naoirc of the insurgency irsdf. lap an 
learned it in China. America learned ii in Vietnam, and the 
Soviet t'nion learned it in Afghanistan. 

Once a nadon providing hireign intcrnil defow i,F) I) i to a 
iHcnd admits rliarirs friend ho 2 i social and political problems that 
led to the insurgency and m«.»es to correct these problems, it can 
get oo with the war. The gucrrillu mu»t be ready Ibr this and 
ready far the strategy and racncs used by both rhe nation pro* 
\nding I he HID and the host nation 

COUNTEKJNO THE FIVE STEFS IN 

COUWTER.GUERJUTXA WAMARE: 

THE MALATAN INSURGENCY 

Many cnodcra oadofu u»e the ^uccnsful Brituh countcrin 
sufgcncy tipcriDoii in Malaya [1948-1959), ‘wHierc the Briri.sh 
Juughi and de^ared a guerrilla army belonging to tlie Malayan 
CtimmunEt Party, whom tile Britiab referred to as CTs for 
Ckimmunist 'Icrrorists {and they were just rhar), as a good exam- 
ine ofho>x' a nation can conduct i prudent counterguerrilla wac. 
One of the most inngluful wndngs on this topic is Lt. Col, 
Roland .S.N. Mans’ cs»a\. ^Vica^ry in Malaya.’' Mans served in 
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Malaya trom 1 9S 3-1 9 5 6. itvj he both liUcJ combat billets on 
ihc ftont lines as a rifle C 0 RH*>attY commander wth the First 
Barcaiion of ibe Queen’s Royal Regiment and served as a siafl* 
officer oo the hcadquarccre the 7ih Gurkha Division, cnie 

of the inon dangerous and cflkcnw coiimcr?;ucrriila Ibreo ever 
ro be rnuMcred, 

Lie kite (in nr Cokmd Mans cites five that are critical to 

i succesatid coimterguerrilla campaign. I*hc guerrilla leader who 
js fii miliar with these stands a much better chance ol'ppcvcming 
them frr>m ever taking \\o\d. 

A Coordttutud Intelligence Neeworit 

Without an accurate and active inicUigi.’nce network that can 
\k used by all in need of chat uitetligence. the cuuntcrguernlb 
force is going nowhere Mans used as ouKiindmg police furoe 
gf sorts to establish and run this nctu'ork. and it was highly cffcc* 
rive, The British knew a great deal about the CT#' plass> laciics, 
and sc rare g>* and were able ro rhwurt ouuy of the CTs»' mitutives 
because of rlii.s. 

The guernllat mast Mnvc to prevent a police Ivrce for any 
other enemy unit] tfom esrahlishing as istelligencc nerwork of 
any kind. 'I he guerrillas can accomplhh this by sniping indhid- 
uaI mcdligcnce oper.mvcs, ambushijtg the enemy police patrol 
before they csxr reach tlteir ob^cthc. and using propaganda to 
tway the populace m rheir side. A One way to accomplisli the lit- 
ter is ro invite the local chieftain to tag along for on am hush uf a 
police patrol coming toward hjs village. One giterrilli will have 
on his person a set of bogus orders that direct the police to inter* 
rugate and then slaughter aU llw men in the >Tllagc after they are 
forced to watch their women and children being gang raped. 
Immediately after the ambush, while the guerrillas arc searching 
the bixlics. the guerrilla snth the orders rucks them inio the coar 
;xicket of tfac senior police oflicct without being seen by tile 
clilcruin. w'ho is bciitg dKrractcd. The guemlb calls out to the 
leader tlut he has found some important Unking papers, and the 
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Feeding fid>e inf<irmatio*i inin tJie IntelUgeocc system, such a plan by 
the guerriittA vn hl( ihk nuclear power plane itu^t catise the enemy to 
IcMoi «&3iritv at a port facUity; making this ship sulncrabJe. 
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leader ajid the chieftain apprr>ach ro see the guerrUU removing 
thoac paper? from the officer’s pockcL He hand? them to itc 
leader, who immediately eaarame? them. 

N'em a little acting. Pdgning rage and disgusi upon reading 
them, he thrusts them mto the chieftain’s hand, who then reads 
them and secs that the police were coming lo sbughtcr his mca 
and defile their women and children. 

This ploy can he reinforced by ha\ing a 'hefugee" from a dis- 
lanr \'ilUgc enter the chieftain’s siUagc and tell of ho?v be barely 
escaped with his life after the police came to viUa^ and massa- 
cred everyone thcrcu, women and children included. He also tells 
of hoNs the guerriilaK fought sMliantly to delwid the village but 
were also kdkds and I'low he Iwd only because three boditt fell on 
tup of him daring the massacre, shielding him from the bullets and 
havxMJCts. He then mosvs on, Of course - he is no refugee, but 
actually a guerrilla, anri there never was any ma.«aeiv. 

Another ploy, which it ongoing, is feeding dismfi^imaoun 
and inaccurate mformacan imo the enemy’s imelligencc net 
u*ork. This should be done troin many source ami on all levels 
so that tlK enemy use up as much rime, energy, and manpower 
as posMbk backtracking the bogus infi^rmaaon. 

If you liavc a civilian informing on you, he must be killed. 
Henvever. it must be made to appear as ihovigh :hc police them- 
selves killed him, perhaps beta use they whetted he was a double 
agent. His death ntusr shi>w plausilde evidence chat h was live 
police (or other intelligence c>peratisx*s) who rmindered him. The 
word will spread cjuickly that die police cannot be misted. And the 
body or head a police officer should be sivnvn to the village 
from v/hkh tlte informant came with the c.^planarioo that he was 
the officer who nuirdcpcd the inlbrmanr and that the gucrnllas 
Took rev'cngc upon the evil enemy ibr his crime against the people. 

Winning Hearts and Minds 

The enemy will try rigorously to **win the hearts ai>d minds’* 
of tile pci^lc. They’ll try to do so by caring for the people wida 
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cxpcn medical and dental care, lood and water, and much more, 
and they will try to educate the people to diow how the gov- 
cnuDcm is right and the guerrillas arc wrong, btill. unless the 
gowfiimcnt IS nienfhng its ways and has moved to give land rr> 
the landless and money lo die pexor. while holding the U'Cdkhv 
criminal elite accuumable tor their crimes, ilte gucrnllas can 
alwas*s a?k simple questions such as, *"IIas ihc gcn'crmnenc given 
wni the land you were promised? Land that is righTtlilly yours?" 
When the answer to pointed quesrions like these is •‘no,’* ihen 
you have arguing ptAver. 

An CTcclIcnt way the enemy convince some people to sec it 
thar way is by providing the pc<^lc with food, lo counter this 
riKivc the guerrilla has duiices. including ambushing ihc Itvod 
convoy before itcvxr gets to the snllagc tr i.s dcjuned fur arvd be- 
ing die fe>od with a strong but nuniatal poison that makes the 
l>coplc sick. This is done Ivy an agent inside ihe enemy orgonua- 
lion who has access M the food hcftirc it goc» an the trucks. A 
week oc so after ffic pct^le cat the food and hive recovered rrom 
rheir illness, the guerrillas spread rlie w'ord rhit all villagers 
should use extreme caution ssiicn accepting ibod from the gov- 
cminau Ivecausc i plot was unearthed that called for ihe poi- 
soning of certain villages by thv govern menr 

Integrated Command 

1*h< military is going to l>c required cu interface on many 
levels witli civilian offals, and this includes any tumgn military 
aaisting die govern mem. The militarv will try ro appcise die 
bureauemt!^ arid officials asolten as piw^ibic, but will endeavor to 
alw*av> make clear io them that the mi lie ary i$ in cb;trge at all 
nm«, even if it is trying to make nkc. 

The puefTillis can do a iut of damage here by finding which 
ofTiciais had a well known run in widi the military daat wjis wit- 
nessed hy several people. Soon thereafter the oilicia) is ftiund dca^l 
with asii^le bullet hole to the back of the head, gagged, and with 
Ills hands bound — an obvious ciccmion Word is spread that the 
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pos'«;rnmciit hjm bccau&c he wouldn't coopeme fully 

wiib them. This mithod can quickly ilcCTm* already (hakv 
alliance!) between the miihary and civilians. 

Patience and Tenacity 

A wise countrr^ucmila tcecc will be both paricni and tena* 
liuus, accepting that the war msy Take decades to win and 
accepting char che\* are indeed in it for the Juratk>a. Hac gucr* 
nlla can best counter thia by applying Mao's principle of dcs-troy- 
iiig the cncinv's national strength. 

When the enemy arc never allowed lo rest and recuperaK, 
arc con^ranrly tieing hara.^sed and maimed and killed, and when 
ilieir own pci^le back home ore being comHneed that rhe war la 
tar tC!o costly and prribahh’ unwinnable.. ihey uiU Ipk patience 
and clicir cenacm’ will wane 

Training and Aggresaisxnm 

This i$ the most dithculc taemr for the guernibs lo counter. 
The training and aggressive nature of the enemy udl likely be 
instilled in them ueil before they come alter the guariiia. and 
once tiiey have that training and aggr»h*e spirit ii is trouble- 
some to take it from rliem 

Nec'crthckss, die enemy's ^^TCsMvenc.w can be depieied 
somewhat through the sagacioas use of mines, booby traps, and, 
to a .digbrk lesser degree, ambushes. {Am bushes arc more ca.dly 
coimtered in most eases than mines and booby traps.) bveryooe 
fcan being maimed more than ansthiug, and the more graphic 
iTuimings the enemy suflb*, the more eauiious they are likeh* ici 
become. Caution is like a cancer when smeared on aggressiveness. 

MANS’ PRINCIPLES 

laeuteneot Colonel Mans set down four principles that he 
believed — and mh good reason — wav the rca.<ion the British 
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Sotnt uapU cninmg will luvv gucrrlUai pobunlng the «snemy*8 w^rer 
supply with (usie tmtt. 



were nicecssKjL in Malaya. The guerrillas tbcmsehvs can ap|>iy 
these same principles in their quest Ibr victory. 

Initiative and AggrcamJoo 

*lbe success of the guerrillas in inditiduaJ operations will 
ofren depend on tbe inirianve and aggressive action taken by 
NCOs and hew* well they arc able to lead iheir men in like 
acrioo. Uvesc ^maJI unit Icaiien must do whatever it takes to get 
iheir men to be the most ph\*sically resilient, hard charging dog« 
of war they can possibly be. The guerrillas must all be almost 
immune to the most oareme liardsliips mvr an extended period 
of time — usually yean and sometimes decades, lliey must live 
and opera cc for one thing and one tiling only, that being the 
complete destruction of tlie enemy no matter where tlicy go and 
what the conditions there arc, 
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Fireums And f!xpk»$iTes Expertise 

Maas sires«d the criticality of being an expert marksman at 
shoct ranges, hui the guerrilla muse go bewnd that lo being 
highly prcHiaent with ail weapons at shurr and medium ranges, 
and he at least prufident at ranges up to about SOO yarda. He 
also havx a thorough understanding of cxplouvcs and be 
able to hill silenrk ^*ith a knife . 

But Mans ^tIso realised that it is impussblc lur the gucrhlla 
Icarlcr to train a luiit in which crerv* nun has the same marks- 
nianship xkiils, and he rccomntended keeping your beat shua 
“up from" where r hey can do the roost good. Bui everyone must 
be able to ahoot quickly and shoot accurately. Practice U the key 
to achlc^^ng this? there ia oo oilwr way. 

Navigation 

*rraining in land rurigabon— co ioclude noi only rraditional 
m:vp and compass work t^r more primieve meaxu aa w«ll, such 
as celestial navigation, contouring, and rerrain associabon — i$ 
paramoum to rhe .success of a guerriikt unit operating In a rural 
cnvlrotuiient, regardless of whether that enviroorocni is an 
alpine Kirest, i ^uigle, i desert, or rhe taiga (the wee, coniietous 
forest l^low rhe nindra). Every single man must be able to go it 
alone anywhere, with or ^virhour map and conipaas. *l*his Is 
I m porta nr Kir the coruUiet vf patrols, wilderness survival, and 
escape atid evasion. 'I'hc guerrilla who lachs such skills is a threat 
to the success of the unit. 

Fielder aft 

Mans called rhis •iunglecraft’* because that's wlsere lie was 
fighting the CTs, but since you may find yourself in pbccs oilier 
than a jungle, wc'U call it ficklcnJt. 

Lieiitenanr (lolonel Mona quoted Field Marshal A.?. 
WavcU’s Girted perception of the skills a grunt must have: “He 
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must be a combination of cat burglar, gunman, and poacher,’’ 
This is a very accurate desen prioo of a guenilla as well and works 
well here. (Field Marshal Hfwin Rommel said ofWavcll in '/he 
Komm^t Paptn. “The only one who showed n ic»uch of brilliance 
was WivcII-'' ; With regard to V^veil’s dtaaiption, Mans went on 
to say that “Certainly the good jungle warnt>rs in A'lalaya need- 
ed all dicse aniisncial characteristics and a surprisingly large 
number acquired them" 

.See Chapter 7 lur addim^td guidance on lieldcratt. 

Now that we know luw lo oufriiink the enemy, we can go 
underground. 
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Guerrilla Tunnel Systems 



^War u g TW/fular Art. I assort yvu that I havt Jou^ki sixty battlts, 
and / itartud nethinfl hur vhat I kntiP :rhc*i Ifvufiht iht first vnc. ** 

N^KilceNi Ai>iiif>iiic in OupirdCrrargcird. 181 S 

Wlchoui (^uesbon, ih« of i^ucfrilla tunnel war^rc 

were the V^cec<mg Entire Lxjoks have been writtei^ about tlac 
remarkable ahiliries of these $av'v\’ guerrilla 9 when it came to 
building and utilizing secret urn 11 eh and bunkers, and u*c can 
learn a great deal from chetn. One American generars d>nng 
wish, as be lay iTwartally wounded at the height oi the Vietnam 
War al^ a sweep of a tuntieHofcsied area, was to meet the man 
wbo iHiili those runnels, lust meet him. It h this level of respect 
chat stunvs ua just bow shrewd the Vicrcong were. 

The runnel rat was burn in Vietnam. A tunnel rat wij. 1 
Marine oc soldier, usually of slight stature, who would enter i 
tunnel with a pu>toi and a ^aahlighr to rr>^ to flush out the 
Mctccmg hiding therein. It was eatrcmely dangerous work, and 
soon it became dear ihar the secret runnels and as»udace^l sub* 
rerrancan bunkers were marv'ds ofdever engineering and audac 
ity. One sergeant major ndaicd tu me aji inddenr he witnts.sed 
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hi^vtnit in the Central HighJands where a Sonet-baUtT 55 
tdtik lielr>nginj 5 to tbe NVA wa.s sem toming dewn a iraiJ. It 
tun led right and entered die jiuiglc. 

And disappcATcd, 

Withiji ntiimces Marines were swamiing in the jui^c wUtn 
the tank hail just seen, but tl*e huge mctaJJic bca« was 
gone; It had dis-ippcarcd undcrgrounii. Despite hours of frantic 
scardiing. the tank was never seen again, Aircraft were called in 
to bomb t lie a rca wi th the htjpe of r he bombs collapsing t he con- 
ewied bunker the rank had pulled imo, but to no avail. 

Hut runnels arc not without dangers to ihe guerrillas- A 'cry 
useful fiictic that Marines and selected Army units used in South 
Vietnam in areas where tunnels were a problem wus to leave a 
rwo-man sniper team behind to watch ilw area after the main 
Uxiv departed, iVcording lo 1st Marine Diviwon records, in one 
right* moJtth period Marine chalked up nearly 500 con- 

firmed using rhis rcchniii^uc. which etploirt rhe fact that the 
guerrillas must come chji oi'rheir runnels and bunkers sometime. 
And poor construction techniques and mu»tako made by ihe 
guerrillas while they arc in the tuajtel/biinkcr complex can lead 
to rhe system's discovery by ctiuncci^icrnlki forces as well. For 
instimce, tunnels dug without suiTicienr turns and sumps u*! pre- 
vent smoke fron\ filtering through the cm ire system will be vul- 
nerabic ro being duoiled wirb siuokc as a metlvavl of determin 
ing svhere rhe other cotncccs to the runnel arv. TunneU that 
weren't built so ilur one entrance can be covered by Hre from 
another entrance arc aJsu vulnerable, as are tunnels that comain 
no buuby iMps. false walls, trapdoors, and hidden 
exirs/cmranccs. 1‘he point here is that il yuii are going to build 
1 tiiruiel/lmnkcr complex, build h right or not ac all. 

TUNNEL PROS 

The advanta^^ of tunnel and subterranesin bunker usage arc 
mnnv. 'I'licv can be Uicd as (Wllon's: 

4 ^ 
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I • for cvari<ia when being pnrMied 

• for s ti gtrg; food, wcapims, amm unit ion. and c«^uipmcnc well 

I forward in cnemv areas 

• hospitals, rest and rtxxe^on ^iJilies. observjiion poiu- 
siii|)er podfions. and mriltratioii routes 

• for voaJucung brief and training 

• as repair faolitio for weapons and equipment 

« as command and cuutruL faeiiidcs 

• a$ morale builders for harned gueniUas 

^ TUNNEL CONS 

1 

I Auemrve countcrgucrriiUhvccs arc ailcpc at hiding diiri de^i rov- 

ing tUQoeb aixl iiiKlergmund Ixinkers 1T.L*y kKik xn* the follow uig: 

1 

• I h I ngs on t of pi acc , such as small fou<l plo ih I \ id d en i ii ii ndo* 
gruvirit away from hahiranon 

• wisps <if smoke with no apparent source (Horn cu<ikiiig fires 
underground: die odor ot IvkjJ cooking ia another giveaway 
U'tluu ame'l uin'r near a house or hut i 

• the odorofsliesel fumes {tV<im an umlergrtiurid pener.nor) 

• small pil»> <»f dirt or spoil spread out on the ground with nu 
Ollier explanatKin for its being Uierc 

• guerrillas ail heading m one direction after being deiecieii 
with m> apparent asciiue of ew'ape 

• eoiiiJiMi.ll sniper Hie or harassing lire iroin one area rliar 
been swept by corivemioiul troops but with negative resnlis 

• vemibrion sharis (uviiallv hidden in clumps of brush or 
luidcr logs or rocks • 

• false canopiea (extra brii«h and branches placed in living veg- 
eiaiion above a tutind) 

• entrance 

« I Ik smell <tr aghc of ini in an feces chat appears out <.»j pltice 

• 4 Mini trail leading into a thkkei and then disappearing 

• a cluster oI*kmIT marks, fixrtprinTs, and hjnd*iinids nn near 
bv trees or bushev with no ofmems eaplanadon 
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« an iodivkiiul thdi appears lo be b>' him&clf and bas do obvi* 
OU5 reason tor being where he a 

Cr%untcrgueiTiiia turccs operating agiiiivit gucrrilb onip 
kriC)Vvn to uk runnel ?v*stcm5 arc trained to kKik for eni ranees in 
certain areas. I*iiey fociw on buildinp9— where tunnel entrances 
can be hidden imder sections of false Hoonng and under cuuk> 
idg pnts hanging over fin: s on (he ground (usualK* in a c<irncr\ 
luul e\*en l>encaih fotxl stock piles— and anv where ihat would 
ailo'^ tlie giiernlla heucr obsenadon ot the surrounding area: 
jusc otT trails m a thicket, beside streams^ and in hcd|Dero^^‘s. The 
guerrillas must be sure h* avoid paiierning ihcnwclvcs in ihU 
murmer Imagination and mgcmu(> arc the hallmarks or a good 
runnel system. Some times rhe most ohnous place is a good Icxu' 
rion for an entrance, and suineumn i good place » ingenious. 
An obvious place could be a secret emrajtte biiilr halfway down 
chc town well (nuke sure the acru^ entrance looks just like the 
will of chc well) or in the base of a Ivrmh crater If chcrc are 
burned our vehicles lying around that axe being taken tor gram> 
cd by the soldiers as iosi pan of rhe scenery of war^ a runnel 
entrance could be run ituo the underside of a vehicle «irh part 
of the wreckage serving as die d(H)r cover. 

To further as^oid detect lon. fill in rhe initial excavation shad 
is dug m gee to the level oo wtuch the mam runnel complex 
u^ill be locMied Ivtlow. Dus way, should mmikodc who helped dig 
rlie excavation shah be captured and imermgared. he won't be 
able to tell the enerm' svherv the old cntiaflcc b because it will 
no longer be there. It is also wise to keep the system's where- 
abouts 1 secret from diihans su that, if questioned, they* won't 
be able to divulge wiiere jc is either 

COUNTERING THE TUNNEL 
SWEEP-AND DESl'ROY OPERATION 

Modern countcrguenilla forces conduct tunnel sivccps ssith 
a forte whuoc biic is deicrmmed by the si7.c of the area they art 
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to search. Seldom ts fierce smaller than a platoon f anywhere 
berween 25 and 40 cror^I, and it is usually no larger than a 
company ( 100 ro about 160 (foc^l. If the discovery of a major 
^ system is the goah occasionally the enemy will bring in a battal- 
ion. but this isn't often the ease. In any case, rhe unit is broken 
I down incu squads, which arc given inters to search. 

^ Unit Task Oi^anizatiua 

The enemy will divide into three primary groups— ilie search 
unit, security unit, and reserve unit. 

Search Umt 

These arc the troops char will be dumg the actual looking 
around for a hole leading to die runnel/hunker syxrem. 'J1iey 
will cry to get imo every* imaginable place to find A hole and will 
be l<K>king hard for anything that might indleate a possible 
entrance. 'Ihi5 team might also have its own secunry derail ro 
supplemcm the perimeter security unit. Search teams that are 
efivetive arc tncdiodical and patient, and they don't care what 
lengths rltey hav*e ro go to In order to find a runnel. 

S4furity> Unit 

becunng the pen meter of the search area will he tI’k sccunt^* 
unit. Ii» job is to prevent attacks from outside the area and he 
waTchftit ftir guerrillas crying to sneak ouL The sccuhrv’ unit can 
employ obrervatlon posts, automatic weajnm positions with 
cleared Helds ofintcrlockong fire, and sniper teams. The most mod* 
cm countcfguetrilb units may also onploy remotely pilutcd v^hi 
dcs» CO watch the area from atwve with a real-time video camera. 

JUaetw Umt 

These arc the troups who back up the securty' team and 
a.ssist in keeping the area cordoned off to unautiionzed foot and 
vehicle traiBc. I he reserve unit also contains the headquarters 
dement. (The headquarters cleroem coiuains the company or 
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platoon coxnmatidcr. but kt is unlikely ihat he vnh stay ri^t with 
hcaiiquartcrs element and sit on his duff Most company- 
grade otliccrs 4^ill go tTT>m subordinate unit to subordinate 
unit — a company comniandcr skill go from platoon to pl«oon, a 
platoon comrnandcc irom squad to squad -'to penonaliy moiti* 
tor their progress. A sniper should waich for this man and his 
ever-present radio operator. It is easy to idemiiy rhU pair movum 
from unit to unit, with one of them aJksays handing the radio 
handset to the other. If ihe raccica) siruanun pcimiis, ihc gucr> 
riJla STM^>ef should kill this ohker. \ 

Tunnel Xnfilmclon and Destruction Techniques 

The toll owing will dictate die tnfilirahon and des^uenun 
techruquu employed by the enemy: 

• the level of training they have rcceh*ed 

• chdritscal resources iwhat they can alTord) 

• leaderstup ability ; including that of any tbreign advisors they 
may have with them, who may consist of expeneneed uA- 
jjers — oAicer and cnlunwl— or more cbnrie«inc types Jtsuh 
the military branch of the supportuig nadoji's imelligencc 
service; 

Ky knowing hii enemy, tlie guerrilla can otbm prcihci wHiai 
Ccehiiiques and equipment they will vise; rhercforc, the gucrnlla 
can work to miUify both. 

Demolitions, Urenadefy and Bvmbs and ArtilUry 

The use of demolitions {usually satebcl charges I and 
grenades is commonplace witen desi roving runnels. Given tlus, 
the guerrilla can construct tunnel entraneev that ihwart their use. 

The illustration at riglu showT a typical tunnel entrance with 
a gas sump and a demokdon sump. >V1ien i mending to collapse 
the tuoncl with demohcion^ without first sending in tunnel rats, 
a soldier will usually clear the entrance with either a bur^i of 
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^ TVrJCAI. niNNfX BNTftANCS Vm A COMBLVATION 
GA5/OA£NAn£ (DEMO; SUMP 

automatic weapons fire or a grenade and theu eturr the umnel 
with a aaieltd charge. He will prolubly saspect a ga» sump near 
the entrance and will gu by it to try^ to find tlie main vertical 
shaA. Unless Ik is very bravi:, he will likely drop the charge down 
the main vcrdcal sliaA and retreat, then detonate the charge 
once he Is dear of die entrance. A demo sump at the Ivasc of the 
vertkaJ shaft will catch the clvargc and allow it to cxploilc harnt- 
lcs.dy. .Above the gas sump on ilie second lioiiwintal stretch, the 
guerrilla can place a hivklcn charge that he w\ \ demnatc liter the 
cnetnv’s charge has gone off in the sump. This small durge is 
just atrung cnougit to collapse this section of the tunnel su that^ 
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should the cixmy reenter rt>e cunnd to sec if' thirir durge 
worked, thev will find the tuiuid collapsed just iresidc and hope* 
fully think it did. When the eneciiy depan, (he guernhas dig a 
tiew entrance; never re cxcavarc the old one, ance (I>e enemy 
svill mnember where u was and check it from time to lime. 

Bombs and artillery w.iih delay fUsc-s might be used to col- 
lapse tunnels. Artillery is much less erfecctix ihan powerful fuse- 
delay bombs. When the enemy has heavy air power, runnel ws- 
tems must be very deep and heavily rcinfwed. Entrances dug 
bcncatli thick canopy arc someu'hat protected as tbey help to 
detonate the bombs and artillery d«Ms Iwibrc they strike the 
ground and ba^i; a chance to burrosv underground. 

Gas and S^nAk^ 

Smokc> tear and white or red phosphorous from 
gremtdes, and, in some cases, special generators that tbree smoke 
into a tunnel can be used. These methods can be very effective 
proshded the guerrillas dt> not have gas masks, nierefore, every 
guerrilla should fuse a gas mask. 

Besides I’xing used as a Hushing tool designed u) turcc the 
guerrilla to flee the tunnel system, smoke can be uMd to locate 
ventilation shafts — tite smoke finds is way into the sbalt. drifts 
upward, ivnd i* then seen by ssutchAjI widiers W'hcn the enemy 
can see smoke osirtg from several venblauon shafts, (hey get a 
rough idea as to the layout of the sysicm below thdr teet — 
knowledge they' can euily use to help destroy the runnel. 

'fhc enemy may elect ro roll fbgmentatx>n greaadea dcm*n 
these ventilation sbatis. This means (hat the guerrilla must buikl 
a grenade sump into (he shaft so that no rulhrig grenade makes 
it to tlte main tunnel or bunker Most fragmentaoun grenades 
have a 3- to 5 -second msc. so the sump should he no more than 
a meter or su from the .'Surface. A sump »o f^'cd will catch the 
gretiade l^fnrc it has a chance to roll very far down the shaft, but 
tar enough so that the sotilkr who rolled it thinks if did rhe mck. 

VentibtioD holes (hat arc more narrow than a standard 
grenade may not be useful because of rheir reduced ability to 



fK ~n~ MrsT 

170 



I 




• f 4 li* • 10 

■ '■e 

.-VV 

■ .« a « ' ' 

ft a* w 






TRAP rXXA Will! 
- VZUE1A31QN 






OlPNATlR 

Sl'Ml* 



HONKrJt 



TUNNBL ASr> BUNXER SVSrfiM WITH 
CtRCK.^B SUMP AND AIR SHASTC 



move air. and when dealing witii advanced mtelli pence agency 
advisors the gtierrillAt may find that those advisors carry 
grenades chat arc half the sue of a sumiard grenade 

Minf Detects 

Mines nude of metal should out l*< used JiCdt tunnel coni- 
pkics because of (he eise unth winch they can be detected by a 
mine dcicctoc; howe^'e^. plastic mines fwldch arc com moop lace 
today) migjit be used. Better than mines are booby tra^>s, which 
can be rieged above ^r>und in many ways, 
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Any rypc ot' metal ;mme> detector can IcK-aic metal below 
^uiuid, iDcluding ammunition, sveapuns. comm gear, and so oo 
sturcii iM the coraplci;. But litc metal detector ta onJv aA good as 
die snklier ope ratine it, and being Kumaii, tliai tddier i$ oiren 
ea^iK' led asrrav, Here's huw, 

4 , 

As the runnel complex is being huili, a team of gaerrilU# 
should be coUccting as many shell fragments from enemy 
artillery and mortar:» as posuble. \ hey place these in the ground 
ar xurnius depths between the timnd and the surftcc. 

When the detcciur indwatci metal below, the enemy t^xira 
mr steps hack ami aibws another soldier to em’luUy dig fr»r the 
•‘ininc.'* but lie only luids metal fragmcnix from what he wiU 
asKume must have been a previous any or mortar schke on the 
area. ^Vhen the guerrillas hav'e placed several fragments at each 
spot above i»tor<igc areas holding metal, oltcnnmcst the enemy 
so)diet> win get tired of deiecring meral and only Hnding frag* 
mentis, atui they will &tart to hectxne lackadaisical in their Judea, 
heUeving that every time ihe detector goes off Ir is jwa another 
shell fragment ajid lun wt>rrh iheif rime and ctTbn. 

Another trick, a little more inWIous, is to ng mines \sith 
andtampering devices such M a mercury fWMch. When a «»ldicr 
cciuchcs the mine, the mercury iu the vial mils and complain the 
connection, thus detonating the mine. '1 his is usually onK* gtiod 
for one event, however. becauK every lime aft i hat rhe soldicn 
will jiisr blow the mine in place rather cluui irsizig to remove ir 

Ihe u.se of dogs \% quite rare when clearing a tunnel, but il 
may lx coitimon in sor>tc units tbr locating tunnels. Dogs with 
good noses like labradors, golden retiics'crs, German shep* 
he^d^, ;iud beagles can he trained to detect a great many things, 
tutUKi entrances among them, but inost dogs don't like going 
into narrow, dark tunneis 4t\\i they aren't that eflccthc when 
down there because of booby traps and diffunili pas.sagcs. such 
as verdcai shaf&. 
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It may be useftjl to engage the liandlcr-dog team. Shoot tire 
iuruilcr. nor die dog. Why: This m^y sound strange, but shoot 
ing a man's dog is likely to cause more anger 'wirhin the t^icmy 
unit than shoodng the handler Humans often form die 
sTToiigcsi of cmorional bonds to dogs, and they get highly l^pscI 
sHicn a dug is shot. *l1iu could easily result m i iiibstaniially 
grcao:r level of dcicrminauon and revenge being demon >ira led 
by the 5oldscf>. Also, Jog handlers receive just os much i raining 
as the dog. and the iwo arc a Ivindcd team. It might uke longer 
to replace the handler than rhe dog, 

Sijiift Visiffti and FUtbliglfti 

Digguig uumels wirh frequent turns can lessen the etfeenve- 
ncM of slevicBS aueh as these; cv<a the best njgln M^ion goggles 
'NVCsi can't see around cornen. 

If ckecneity is available within the tunnel system and the rat 
U wearing older model N\^Gs that don't have fric ability to 
counter sudden biighr lights quickly, ng up a lighcbulb riglir in 
the nuddie of the runnel. Keep it oil* until the guernlla is right in 
front of it and then rum it on. *l1ie sudden bright light will 
“whire out" lua goggles and temporarily blind him. Then do 
tvhac you have to do 

Weapons 

Tunnel tab eari 7 pistols. Like NV'Us and flashlights, bullets 
don't go arimcd eoniers i at Icditnot die ones 1 am fainiliat with, 
although some acquaintances of mine — don't cv'cn uk; diey 
even scare me in a certain government agencty Mv rheir organi- 
«ticm IS working on iu. brequent turns help reduce the cti’ce- 
tiveacss of pismLv, 

Flame wieapoas cotnc in four types: those that rl re an incen- 
diary pfoieviile isuch as the old M202 Muld-sliot Incendiary 
RsKkcc Launcher, while of red phasphnrous shells . or hue I Air 
Explosive boml» ( FAE j). thew: that fire open dames {the cb.wic 
flamethrower), ihnsc th^ bum after being dctoaaied [certain 
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mines 3nd hoohy trips 1. nnri those that burn after being poured 
{ gasoline }. Only poured flammable lii^uids are elective in tun 
nds in most situaiions, and <n'cn then modern coumcrimcmlla 
forced dcidom use them because ifac>’ arc so easih' foiled ihrougfi 
the use of* sumpa, 

Some Esii Tricks 

[besides .n^ilding sictcction in the Hi&t place, one of the guer* 
rilla'4 goals in tunnel vvarfhre is to discourage the enemy Irnm 
entering the tunnel. This is done by making tunnels extremely 
dangerous to enter and dear. AU tunnel tricks must be siibriy 
marked on both sides ; coming from both direciicHu*) in such a 
way that every gucmlla will know not only that there is a tnek 
rhcpc but wKai kind of trick it is and therdiwe not fall prey ro it. 
l/« whatever system works b»t fur ytnt. but make sure «>'ery 
guerrilla knows that ^y^tetn by bean. Ensure that the mark won’t 
l>e readily noticed by a tunnel rst and identified as a warning 
Sin^ple marks like a sacglc bullet lett lying in the runnel might 
make a rat tlunk that a guemUa ju9t dropped ir there unknow* 
ingly, but It is really there to tell the guerrillas thar a certain tnck 
is just aheiid. 

Ki^btmare 

More than anything, a miner fears a cas‘e*iii. All cunnel rats 
tear cas’e ins juM as much xs rhe miner does. 

WaUx and ceilings of tunnels can be weakened and rigged to 
collapse through the use of irmutdy detonated demoHrions 
carefully placed behind and in the ceiling above 

those walls, 'Hie charges can be detonated by* command or bv 
the rat tripping them with a hidden pressure scritch in the llsKir. 
A mCKlifimtioii of this is to hasv the prcs.sure switch eight of nine 
feet past the charge. This is g<Hxl to terrorize i he rat by trappii^ 
liim inside the tunnel, or tor when two rats are in the lunnd, one 
nghl bdiiml the other. The second rat is buried alis*c by the 
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aciioiv of rhe first rat, who tripped device, and who then lias 
to either rry to dig hb partner out or tlnd another exit. If rhe Krst 
man lives ro tell the calc, be cow has lo continue lighting know- 
ing tiut he caused hu pal's dead). *]*umiel warfare is always a 
game of psychok^cal warbtre. 

At a minimum, a tunnel collapse with a soldier inside sliiws 
the search down as would>bc search teams come to help try to 
excavatv the trapped soldier. If a lc»s than aggressive commander 
IS in charge be may even call off the scorch and mthdraw. 

Ftwr Pungy Fit 

laking yet another cue from the Victcong. dig a pungy pir 
in ibe tunnel door and cover ii with a false floor so that ilie tun- 
nel rat’s hand goes through the false floor as he crawls forward. 
Rare Is the tunnel rat who will continue rhe search once hb hand 
bas been perforated by several sharpened stakes. 
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\ modificjrAjn of this » tv vtty Aggressh'c. highly 

venomouA Mwkc in the pjt sdorig with tlw pongv' siakes. No»* the 
nx has holes in his hand trom stakes and a i>aoy si^ikchtic; he 
will depart the mnnei unnicdiatcly to seel i real mem, and rhe 
other rats won't be cspceialiy keen on goiitg into tl>e tunnel 
('orporaf Deadgviy just came scrcamiog out of. 

Cerflrr SMf 

ALkmu it end Itcight tor a cravkiing man aoJ immciiuuly 
around a Ol}>d^ree comer in the tunnel, dig a shelf into the i 
wall, Place a Jeadk snake on it and dc its tail lo a stake with a 
strung piece uf string {Itave anorher mati hold the snake bchuul 
the head to prevem your being hit fen as wj do this I, As the 
guerrilla turns the comer, Ihe idea U tor rhe snake m strike. A 
head wound inflicted by a snake like a huslimasicr. wc.stcm or 
eastern diaiTiondback tattlesnake, kraii. ler de-lance, puff adder, 
or otlicr equally dangcroos reptile is more likely to kill the sol- 
dier chan a wound elsewhere on the bodv. 
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Take a Sifaw 

Single -edged razor blades can be placed in the lloi^r In 
buDclies about an Inch apart aj^d barely covered with dirt The 
rai i^es his hand on them and is cut cu shreds. As you can do 
Mith puiigy stakes. Apply Icccs to the blades to iriere.tse rite 
chance of infection. If you arc operating In areas with certain 
species ot* wildlife tlut are highly Kixic. such as the poison arrow 
Irog of the Soutli American rainforest |i colorful little frog thnr 
IS nnhciicvably w.dc jusi lo the much, Jiv^ Indians use leax-e? 
ro pick the little bugger^ up« lesf they be poisoned themselves, 
and then use the puiaon the frog's skin releases on their hunting 
arrows and hUmgun dans), even more cxil can be done. 
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Dw«p Siu 

Although oot fatal, a pile of human feces placed in a shallow 
hole in the dour and then barely covered with dirt will prove 
highlv anno)’ing and disgusting lo the tunnel rat. 
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DUMFSTTE 



SbtiU (?»me 

I 

Ilig i detectahle bin not blatamk obvious booby trap in tlw 
tunnel. This one isn't intended to hurt the rai, bui the unseen I 
antiperson lid mine or Ivioby trap 10 feet before it i$. Most luii* ' 
nel rats, when they see i liooby imp, will crawl (brward to check 
it out iind see irit can be bs-pisaed or rendered inen. They often 
forget to look for better* hiddeii devices bcM^en the poini they 
detect the ruse booby trap and the booby trap itself. 




SrTBLL GAAfE 



tU' <‘KM MS IN MISY 



P9kfr 

At chest height Ibr a crawling man. a hole ls drilled through 
the numcl wall info another chamber the nr doesn't know* a 
there. In due chamber is a gocrrilli with a spear. The j^ar's tip 
and the hole the spear h in arc concealed the crawling sol* 
dkr by a small piece of false wall that is thin enough tor the spear 
to pierce caaly. From another secret hole unseen by the rat. the 
guerrilla watches, When the rat gets in front of the false sect ion 
of wall, the guerrilla cams the spear forward and skewers the tun- 
nel cat. I A firearm lan be usni in place ol* die S{>ear.) 
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POICfiR 



Ben franklin 

Run a meial bar about a frxitouc from the tumid wall so iluu 
it appears to be just a piece of rebar rcmfrirdng, or nui it out of 
a w*all tumiing A vertical shaft to appear as i rung tor climbing in 
the shaft. Now attach a live wire with a few amps running 
throu|A it to the other end o( the bar. When the tunnel rat grabs 
die bar, he's toast. 

These arc onlv some of the tunnel rat deterrents a guerrilla 
fiircc can employ. Use yoor imaginirion co hurt the cnemv, and 
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ckstroving ninncls 2nd mikc p lana to ujunicr those tcchniqvtcs. 
Modem counccfgucrnila fbeexs uden use a four-step procedure. 



Burst of Fire 



VKRTirAt. 

uiAyt 



BbN iVANXLlH 



^lon't turgee to nuke the cxpencncc 2 Tcrrii>ing one. Mind 
giines arc terrible for the mnne) rat. ‘Vry this one place a soda 
can right m the middle of the rumtcl wiih a noie atMcbed that 
reads. "X<i, rhU Lsn'r a hooln' crap, im ihere are some ahead. 
Have a nkc djy. It uiH Ik c«.nir Ust with escoghi.'* Or, 
** Poisonous Mike ahead." Remember »^iaJonna's HtK in her 
hong ‘'V'oguc’*: '*All you need i» youroHu ima^uuoon., so asc ii. 
that*?, whai ii'a foe.'’ 



TUNNEL CLEARANCE AND DESTRUCTION SOPS 



Most cotmterguerriUa units will have set SOPs lor cleanng 
and tlertroying tunnels. Because of thi.s set-in -1 heir- ways 
approach, the gucnilla can observe the enemy clearing and 
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THn «(4dic/ found out the hard wsy That % .VtAriiie with a 

iTjjMlIirouvr can be aa ef&ttisx cuuanatvnnel cystem. fDeparuucnt of 
l>erefise phnto.) 



GOIHU U^UtRCKn' NO 



RoiuzmaTsi. 

<HAKI 



To kill any cticmy right near the entrance or Ibrce them 10 
move deeper into the tunnel, a suldicr will fin: a lung burst of 
autoraaxic weapons fire dircedy into the runnel opening straight 
ihfotigh the hole’s door. (If the dnop is ihin wood or made of 
thatched grass or brandies, a ilair.ethrower — a weapon that the 
Marines used very cBcctivdy during World W'ar U to flush laps 
iTom oinncU and '^spider'’ htilc^ 'Can be used tor this a& vvcil.) 

*l 1 ie guernila can reduce the cfibctivcncss ofthn first step by 
building two turns iiuo the tumid imtrtcdiatcly alter the 
entrance bole. 
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£veo the darkn«M of the iiautcPA entrance ecndjt ebivcn dcmu the runod 
nf'i «pine. Vilut waiu Iruldc! 



Door DestrnctioQ 

IKtKc door ts sqU intact, a demo diai(^ or grenade is placed 
on u to clear it and also detonate mines and boobv traps that 
may be a«:sudatcd with the duor. 

There isn't a lor the gucmlla can ik> about this. 

Drop Charts aod Grccudea 

The third btep is tu drop a demo charge or fngmentarion 
grenade down the tunnel itsdt'. 

As already discussed, sumps and turns help reduce the efiee* 
tiveness of this step. The enemy may choose lo use gas or smoke 
grenades at this point, too, and the countermeasures tuf these 
have dircady been discussed a^ well. 



Timiicl Rats 

The iinal srep comes with the intioductiun of tunnel rats 
into the ^srem to dear any remaining gncrnllas ind gather doc- 
uments, weapons, equipment, and so on, and then destroy the 
system from within. 

.All the poiKibk methods frjr countering the rats were listed 
earlier, 

TUNNEL DESTRUCTION 

In most eases, the enemy will chtxisc to destroy the runnel 
complex with explosives, I'herefrfre, ir is wise to construct tiiii' 
nels with false w'aJIs and trap^loori hiding rcinforeed bunkers and 
connecting tunnels. The enemy, when using explosives, might 
use one or more techniques. 

BaogaJorc Torpedoes 

Most ofren used to breach perimeter defenses, a series of 
bangalore torpedoes placed throiiglioui the complex and dctU' 
nated suoiilianeously cu) bring dowm the entire complex. 
Reinforcing walla and ceilings may have little cfki.'t. It might be 
frasible for a sniper u> target the bongalores if the enemy h tuoi* 
ish enough to stack them all in one place in preparation for u^c. 

Cratering Charges 

'Hiese can be very effective against subterranean bunkers. 
The dccjwt die bunker and heavier the reinforce menr, the bet* 
ter for the gucrnllas. 

Block Charges 

The primary benefit of a block charge is that it can be 
tamped right against the tunnel ceiling and, \vhen detonated. 
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could have a rippk cticct that collapses the ^vhole tunftcL 
However, this uMiaDy takes a charge of at leaM 1 0 pounds. 



Satcbcl Chafes 

These can be placed or tossed into shallow runnels ajid 
bunken and can be cidcctive in collapang them, but the destruC’ 
rion does not often go fa beyond the room or Tunnel section m 
which (he charge exploded. 

Shaped Charges 

Shaped charges can be set deep uHchin a sv'ntcm arrd dci»< 
naced either up>v;u\i or downvs*sird lo achieve a lor of dcsrnic- 
don. Rcinlurcing \vall.s duc^'t often do much good againn sudi 
4 charge. 



TUNNEL AND BUNKER 
COMPLEX CONSTRUCTION 

Tunnel axKi biuiker syirtems run trom (he N'erv simple to il>e 
very intricate. ^Vhat gets built whae depends cncreU on the lac* 
ucal siuiaiion artd available manposs’er and logistic^. 

Simple Holes ind Hides 

These are the easiest to construct and take minimal man* 
power. 'I hey can be built in enemy areas as infiltracion sop 
porters and tor wiicn the guerrillas must break comaci and | 
hide quickly. NormAlIy they arc t>nly large enough fur a maai- I 
muni of three giiernllas, and thai ts often pushing ii. with one* 
and two* man holes being more common. They can be placed 
below huts or under dumps t>f vegetation., and they can even 
have uuderw^cer etu ranees (hai are accessed rrr>m drainage 
ditches and streams. Two air holc& ore the norm, but in some ^ 
eases one \Nill suffice. 
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muHMADB 

SUMP 



SIMTLE nGMTiNG HO) -H/HIDR 



Go HO UMnTivCiioi'Kn 
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BUNICFIt 



ftlTKKLR 



'S:*, ’ 



COMMAMP 



i tvHKhk |yK 






BVNKUl 



VN HOKTIFTEO DNDkKGROUND tASi. CAMP 
Unrorcified Base Canipa 

Since they nre iimVirtiBctl, thne base camps arc maintained 
in regions controlled by tbe guerrillas and are used for logistical 
and command and control sites. Because they are in guerrilla- 
eoi It rolled areas they are often very compict and deep. A variety 
of rooms and ror>m siees can be used. Trenches and supporting 
fighting puriuuiu are not used. 
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bOrriHlljt) VNDfi&tiJLOVND SA^n OAMI> 

Fortified Base Campa 

The QKwtetimpIcx <rf’s\wcms, the rofufied base camp is cov 
cored around a command bunker that otren prorrudcA up ro iwo 
feet abwe the sur^cc with tiring and observation \yorti. These 
camps arc in enemy area.s. Radiating out tiur long distances ( often 
hundrecU of yards) &om the command bunker are runnels iliat 
lead to oiTtiying bunkens of uinilir design u> the command 
bunker, and these ouri\ing bunkers all have rnutually suppoiting 
frelds of fire. 

In between the tmuicU are trenches lea^ling to individual 
fighting posinons at various distances from die command 
bunker. These, too, oficr mutual support 

GOIHC Uv I'eK^li^i. 
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0UNXKR WTTH TVNNKL5 TO COMBINATION 
RWTlLANCK/MGrmNC FOSITJONS 
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hvnkm 

Runkm wn be mad« of a»ona1 maicrial* ranging; from 
bfido, cinder blixb, and conereie lo log* and «hcci mcial and 
any cumbinanon ut tlie«. S<rmc has-e nring pons, oihcr? don't, 
hill all are prorected from overhead fixe and haw tunnels lead 
inp to find from them. 

Guerrilla* mun be etperrs in dcsig^iing, buikling, maintain- 
ing. and opcriuing from bunkers. They are an cxcclicnr combat 
multiplier far a tbrcc that is Intimsically weaker ihan its cnemy. 
rhe giivtrilla force that uses them well stands an improved 
chance of victory. 





*^My soiutian to ifu problem vould be ro uU I the Vietcofi/ii tifey\i' 
/er XU rfrsiF in tbetrlnimeanA stop their agression or 
to Iromb rhem back tnra the Stone 

^>cn Cunia 1^. LeMflS 



Guerrilla tDovements are more and more ItkcS' to be at least 
ivirriy involved in btiilc up areas sudias the inner ciry, industrial 
areas, and ilie suburbs. Ihis is true because our wurid popub* 
tioAs cononue co grow aod ihere sp}>ears to be no chance of 
ilxir siahili7ing, much less dropping. 

In the near past, guerrilla wars have been fought in cities like 
l/mdon, Derry, and Belfast ( although tlie \RA has made the ter 
lible and unforgwablc mistake of turning to lerrorism rather 
than afcnding by an honorable and genuine guerrilli warh Kabul, 
Madrid (svhcrc the Ba&c{uc separatists, known as hTA, also made 
the mistake of going the terrorist route), Colomlxi, Ciro7iiy; 
Sai^n. and Uma < again, the latter suffering terrorism at the 
hands of rhe Shining Path and Tupac Amaru) to name a few, 
Futu« guerrilla wars will increase in the eiae and iheir sur- 
rounding cumraumties. 
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Id an urlwr or sub^uban environrncnt» the guerrillas will be 
unable (an^i ui\wi«] to musier and Diaiciain large standing 
tbrccs. Instead, individuals and small cells of gucrrilias will be 
0(>e riling in sitch a way that gnlv one member of each cell will 
know a mcmbir of aamher cell- This iDcreases internal security. 
The individuals ami ccib will focus on the foJIownng: 

• ambushing vehicular and foot pairoU 

• bombing enemy suiiply points and other logishcaj or com- 
mand and control l^i lilies 

« sabotaging public services such as mass transii. communKa* 
cions, sewer sysicnvs, garbage coUcciion systems, medical scf- 
vices, pr>wcr p 4 ant*, port ftcilidcs, and security scrvKcs 

• artaciing ifvdutcrial targets that directly support the govern • 
ment ami city 

• sniping enemy patrols roadblocks, check pottiTS. and leaders 
« cuud 11 ct Ing bo mb tv rucket attacks on go^ emmem buildi ngs 

• prtivoking the enemy force* in such a way that they k« con- 
trol and injure or kill cMlians 

The guerrillas mtwt make all erf lh<« actions appear to be the 
fault of the gti^ermnent. ihey must make a great effort to pre- 
vent unnecessary' civlliati injuries and deaths that will be wen as 
being the fault ol’chc guerrillas. When the per^lc believe that the 
guerrilliis arc <m tbdr side and rhe giwcnunem U unable or 
unsvilliDg to fight r hem. the battle is nearly won. 

Modem guerrilla amiic* must plan Hot and conduct opera- 
tions in the folloNNing types of built-up areas 

« urban hmiring areas, including icnenicms and apartmenn 

• suburbs, including Free- ending houses, condormaium&, 
tow nho uses, and apartments 

« industrial areas 

• dusrers of various buildings in a variety of settings i associat- 
ed with rnad-s/hi^ways, railroads, etc.) 
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The wise guerrilla kaikr will never assume that he will be 
operating only in one type of area, ibr as the lacticaJ and strate- 
gic Radons change, the more tikeiy it is tiui the guerrilUi^ will 
find themselves haring to change alor^ uiih them. Tills means 
you may have to condua a demolition raid on a major pon oil 
storage fiiciiny In a city of more than half a million inhabitants 
one niglii and stage a convoy ambush along a suburban i^idc 
street the nest. 

TACTICAL FACTORS 

Both die guerrilla ai>d the enemy must take into account sev 
eral lactura involving their rej^iectivc operations ii^ built-u|> 
areas. Kach factor can either be a hindrance or an asset to the 
parties, depending on how they arc used. In the built-i^ arena, 
innovation plays a special and often incisive role in deiennining 
the ourcomc of* a batde. 

The Surrounding Terrain 

Convenrional armies fighting in a guerrilla war tend to think 
statically and ace therefore largely predictable; their Reid manu- 
als and instiaitioaal training dogma make this so. Better yet, If 
the coemydo not enjoy a decentralized philosophy uf command 
and the guerrillas do, they expese ihcnuelves to a mucli higher 
risk of destruction on the built-up area bactiefidd. There »re Five 
key terrain Actors rl>e guerrilla must cotuider wlicn Rghdng in a 
built-up area. 

Key Terrain 

The enemy will be fticuring on key terrain features within the 
built-up anra. These include buildings that are capable of with- 
standing a lot of punishment and overiook likely avenues nf 
approach. seu%r and subway systems, bridges, railheads, port 
lacilitics, tclcviaioQ and radio stations, tall buildings that could 
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:^upporrpluatnjig ftre, And so on. By bool^-rrapping these places 
and rc^stcring indirect fire on them before ihe enemy gets there 
so that your fires will be immediately accurate, you increase your 
coinlwt power. 

Observarion/Fidds of 

Observation and fields of fire tend to be rt«ficied in buik 
up areas l^causc of the buildings, smoke, dust, and nibble. ITx 
enemy will therefore seek vantage points ihar aic above ihc fra- 
cas in ojxicr to direct their fires. The guerrillas should use smoke, 
dusr, and debris to conceal their movement t and ac the sajiK 
tune direct fire an enemy observation points, which should also 
be booby-irapjxd. 

Obstacles 



These arc limited only by the guerrilla's ima^acitm. 
Creative obstacles slow the enemy's progress and cx^v^se ihcm to 
fire, imd once expired their actions become aU the more pre- 




cao pruvide Iwlh cover aod cooccalmcnt if u&ed properly 




dictabk. OhstAcks should d^annel ihe enemy into minctidds 
arKi areas dial arc heavily booby-i rapped, as well as areas where 
the guerrillas have open fields of fire ro the enemy with auio- 
niatic weapons and mortars. An cxcdlcnt way to alow and chaiv 
ncl iljc enemy approach with no fire whatsoever is to nuke 
some toalinit XATO chemical niarkers and place them along tlie 
cnemv's axis of advance so that tJicy have only one logical way to 
go. That way should be mmed and covered bv automatic 
weapons lire and mortars— 4iold your firv imtil the main body is 
in the kill zone, dicn lay waste to them 

Cover and Concealment 

Cover provides protection froai fire; concealment provides pro- 
teeboo In^m detection. Fur the guerrilla, cover and/or conceal' 
ment can, depending on rhe siiuaiion, take ihe foUovving li>rms: 

• vchicks 

• buildings 

• dumpsters 

• crowds 

• signs 

• anything else that prevents the enemy from deteauig or fir- 
ing oil you 

Avenues of Approoeb 
Avenues of approach iiveludc the following: 

• highways/mmpikes 

• railroad.s and subvvavs 

• w-aterways (qu matter how small) 

• roads and streets 

• alleys 

• sewer systems 

• j(^$ging/bicydc trails 
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One must never assiime that a certain avenue of approach i$ 
unusable. Kven the narTO^*eM, mon unlikdy acce» route* such 
xs a jo^ng trail through a park’s -wtxxilands or an old sc^cr sy»* 
tern filled with rats* fcdd water, and feces, tan be used by a 
shre\vd ccnmtcrguerrUU comraaDder to infiltrate the guerrillas* 
area of operations and catch them unaware at ihc wiast possible 
momern. .So intent are the U.S. Marines on effeenvely dealing 
with urban guerrillas that they have buih elaborate MOUT 
(Miliary Opcrsiiions on Urban Terrain! fecilitica that are fcalis- 
ik to the point of having sewer systems that Marines and aggres- 
sor units use to simulate urban guerrilla warfare; the miniature 
does even have gas nations, store*, apartment buildings, streets, 
sidew’alks, and parks. 

The People 

1 ioNV rhe popubcc feds about the guerrilla* will pUy a role— 
often a crnicai one— in the outcome of the guerrilla war. If the 
people ilu not feel that the ir livea art l>eing made untenable by 
the govcmmcnc and the national or forei^ forces supporting the 
govemmem, the guerrilla ntovement will iKver tuccccd. The 
people murt be ahowri chat the government and iG henchmen arc 
the true enemy. The guernlla* must be adept at the fuUovvuig: 

• stirring the people into airtioo. such m strikes and antigen* 
enimenr demonstra lions 

• arranging for the govenunem xo appear tesponsibic for 
social wiicfe sucit as racial tension and prohlcim between var- 
ious other gremps 

Rfitnember that die people are the guerrillas’ greatest auet if 
handled correctly. 

The tneray 

How well the enemy arc trained in countcrgucrrilla warfare, 
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the level of thdr fcadcrdiip, and how committed they' arc to 
destroying the guenilbs all play a role in ihe outcome of the wu*. 
ITusa wbcfc the guerrillas’ knowledge of die cocniy comes imo 
play, tor widiout a dear and accurate undcrstajiding and assess- 
ment of chc enemy, the guemilas stand no chance of viaory. 

The Guerrillas 

A* with the enemy, the guerrillas must be com mitred, and 
they must have superior leadership, excel lent training, and a rcli- 
able means uflogbtical sup^vin lo victorious. Nowhere in the 
realm of guerrilla warfare arc security' and small unit leadcri>)up 
more imponim than when fighting in built-up areas; it will usu- 
ally be the NCOs who lead cnnduci nmt urban guerrilla 
operations hceause of the smaller iw of the individual guerrilla 
foree* (cells). Here the <iecentraiiM.*d philosophy of connnand 
shines its brightest. 

Now for some night ops. 
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The Nocturnal Solution 



am matt nfraitl of out mtstakts tkuH nur erumies' dtsi^ns . " 

— (u :hc Ailieruns, 4^1 R C. 



Guemib wjflkre is s game of nurrliinkii^g the other It 
is 3 (tame of $crikin)$ at him in a bold, aggreasive . and unexj'ecT* 
ed manner in a place and ar a dme that you believe give you an 
advaiuage trom wludi you can wij^ a Jeeistve victory . To win at 
this game, the guemlla enun learn the enemy S Nciics and in 
doing so kirn how* ro prevent rhe enemy fmm using the tactics 
and wcap<A9 they bdieu* will allow them to gain die upper hand 
and win. 'Ihcrcfbre, guerrilia waitare is » game of preemplion 
and dnung, amicipauou and guile, courage and knowledge. 

The guerrilla ft>fce must train lo coo duel at least 70 percent 
of its openition< under cover of darkness; the guerrillas must 
(mn the n^^t to sueli a degree that the enemy gready tear hav- 
ing to go afb.T them alter the sun ^eu. (It is imeresting to note 
tbal one of ihc world's mast respected cuuntaguerrilla Ibrees, 
the C.S. Marines, still conducts less thaji liaJf of its training nt 
night, this despite Marine docinnc indicaiing that at least 70 
pereem of Marine training should be noaurnal.) If tlie enemy 
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soldier, when told he is to go on i night patrol to hunt A guer- 
rilla unit, gets an ini nted late burning sensation In his guts ind 
breaks out (n a cold sup*eat upon leanang of his next ttusmoo, 
then the guerrillas in that area arc doing thdr job. 

Darkness gfve:^ the following nvo important lacikal advan- 
tages fi> die guerrilla force: 

• It conceals the force so that it can remain undcicaed aftiT 
setting in tor an ambush. 

• It allows the force to witixltaw quickly oikc the anitHiah haa 
been triggered and completed. 

It can also allow the gucmllas lo do the following: 

• nuvke up for what in the dattime woiJd be a racdcal disaJ’ 
vantage doc to reduced conibai power 

• maintain ambKt wrh the enemy ffwn a position of rcUd^c sjfiny 

• follow up on da^tinac succencs 

TACTICAL CONTROL MKASURES 

The enemy are likely to use certain taedcal conitv»l measures 
ns rhey prepare fi?r ihetr night operations. 'Ihc guerrilla fiircc’s 
job is to derermine what at^ where those ecmirol mcasuro are 
and strike a decisme pp m those measufc^ before the enemy 
iutick acraally commences. By deceiving ihe enemy Into chink- 
ing they have found i good target m nach and such a locaduo 
(which In reality is a ploy on the part of the guerrillas to get the 
enemy ro come to a cenam place), the giwiriUas can ofteo 
deduce much about how the cnenn* ssnll gee from their base 
camp to that target . 



Assembly Area 

Night attacks often coll tor an assembly area that is closer to 
the line of departure than <me that would be used lur a dayli^t 
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attack. This means that the enemy arc going ro ha^*e to move out 
of their defensive poOTCMi at night to get to that assembly area, 
and they will usually move in columiw as lhe>' do so. But before 
they send oui the firw column they will deploy reconnaissance 
teams .and scouts to rcconnoiter the area they uiU be traveling 
through and the route thty intenei ro use. The guerrilla.^ niusr 
ensure dut they remain undereacd fn* rhe.se rccon patrols and 
acours. observing ihetr mo\*cmcnts and actions all the while, 
Also, the enemy may use acnal tec winaissame— manned or 
unmaxmed (rcmutcly piloted drones) — to gather tactical infor- 
mation about the assembly area and the roure planned ro get 
there. Oucrrillas must be extremely warv of aircraft and drones. 
Aty reconnaissance measures used by the enemy can be helpHil 
in dcccnninlng the enemy’s route of march. 

Once the enemy rccon and scout units have completed their 
mission, they can either return to the base camp and report their 
tiodings, or they may stay hidden near the assembly area and 
send their repon back m the rear via radio, ff they sray near the 
assembly area, the guerrillas must selea an ambush site some- 
where between the enemy's camp and the assembly area. This 
site must be &r enough away fhmt the reconnaissance teams and 
scours ro prevent their counterattacking the guerrillas, and it 
likewise must be situated frir enough away from the enemy's 
main body's reserve ftirec, which could also be deployed as a 
coumerattack force. Hor addiuonal insurance along these lines, 
the guerrillas may be able to set up a blocking ur delaying force 
1‘ierw‘cen rhese pocenriai cnunrcrartack forces and the ambu»h 
sire. Remember that a blocking force seeks lu deny the enemy 
access to a certain area *x avenue of' approach, and a delaying 
force seeks ro trade space t terrain ; for rime, with the idea of buy- 
ing just enough titnc for the ambush force to witlidraw. 

Re1ea.se Points 

Release points arc poa*nriai gaps because they ire points 
where a higher commander relinquishes control of subordinate 
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units to those units’ comnunders. If a release point b located 
at an easily recoin rerran^ fcarure and the i^cnillas antici- 
pate this, conhision c«m result m the enemy force uiicn the 
jmbush is sprung bceaiisc of ()osstl>le mbm^derMandin^ m 
command and control at that point, Unless I he cotnmander on 
the scene ukes immediate and bold acriun to counter the 
ambush^ the guerrillas stand a good chance of getting a decent 
body count, (But don’t be tbrvleri mio rhinking that body 
counts win wars; during the Victitam War. America learned 
lhal this isn’t alntivic the ease. I 

Attack Positions 

Auack posnions arc used only occaxiomlly duru^ night cpp^ 
and rK>rTnaIiy they are only ixcupied tor brief periods of tune due 
to rheir propensity ti>r suftcring spoiling attacks. However, the 
enemy force may need U) pick up some spcoal equipment or 
vsvapons along the way r>r rccetve additional insmurbons from 
higlKt command that require a quick stop for dissemmarion m 
ilie small unit leaders, and the attack podnoii may be that place, 
rocential attack positions sliould be mined rather chan ambsishcd« 
and the mines should be placed ihrougl'toiM the |VMrk)fi. 

Rmiten 

I Tthe eneniy it licking in reconnaissance mcaaum, routes of 
march can some of the easiest and mrssr cfTcerivc control mca 
sure.s along which to by ambushes. These routes arc usually cho* 
sen by terrain and their proxtmiry to and atdtude tow*ard the 
enemy’s objective. Oftentimes, guides are forward-deployed by 
the enemy maneuvering force to asdst the smaller units in dnd* 
ing their tines of deployment. Guerrilbs must be cautious lo 
remain hidden trooi thcdc guides. 

ir manpower permits, guerrilla scouts must be pbeed along 
all potential avenues of approach to watch ttir rigns <»t* enemy 
movement. Be aware of ruses; the enemy may send in recon and 
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scout I earns along nxjics they havr no intention erf* using in 
order lo draw guerrilla foeves away from rhdr true mute. 

Radios 

The enemy will no doubt have radios from the squad level 
on iqi Guerriib .sharpshgotets should make priori ry targets 
those troops with radios on their hacks ami anyone who is called 
lo speak into fite liandsct by Hie radio operator— this is almosi 
al\va^*s a leader. 

Markings 

Sometimes the unit leader will mark hU imiK>rm in some way 
so tiuii his men can easily tell wi^re lie is at all tjme.^. such as 
luminous tape [•‘cat eyes" I in a pariicular pancni on the kackris 
helmet or liai Again, fiharpshooters shtiuld make anytme w'ho 
IooIk dilTerem a priority largct. 

THE PLAN OF ATTACK 

I'hc ciicinv’K plan of* attack will consist ui a sc he me of 
maneuver and a lire support plai^ ! indirect fire wcajvons that will 
support I he enemy attack, such a» mortars and ;irtillcry ). How 
rise gvierrillos andcipaie and deal with Ivuli of these elemenis will 
have a direct impact on the ourcome of the ambush. 

Scheme of Maneuver 

A scheme of maneuver is a plan ftirmulated that details rhe 
cmploymcnr of all enemy units other than fire support “The 
scheme of maueus cr includes all subordinate . airached, and sup- 
|x>riing units i thc latter of which aren’t fire support but rather 
luiiis used CO support the Dialn ctlbn by acting as decov’s). 

Prior observed oiga^mcius ajid the enemy's own tactical 
and operarionaJ d<^ia can be ins-aJuable in detennining his 
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scheme of mancavcr. This is where c he luitle of wis bcra*ccn the 
cuerrilLi leader and the enemy leader begins. Ii's aJmott Abbon- 
CoAtdloian in concept, i.c., s*ou are formubting vnur ambush 
plan on howyou expeer the enemy to maneuver — you know Ik>w 
he thinks. But ihe enemv knows you know how be thiukSf so be 
mi^t change his plan to ersunter that. Then again, you know that 
he knov.% you know how he thinks, so yrni go lo Plan K in mtlcr 
(<i fool him. Bui he knusv’s that you know that he knnw's i\\u you 
know how l;c thinks, so , , , wcU, you see the problem. 

The trick is to do something he doesn’t expect and do so in 
such a way that it hurts him tudK* in a very shon period erf' 
nme— a matter r>f seconds — and then melt into ihe shadows so 
ch;u he caii*T courtcraccack or pursue your ssathdrawing forces. 
This is the essence of an ambush. 

( recall laying in ambu&h oocc uadi my six- man recon team. 
We had an M-60 machine gun along, and 1 hid u the ambush 
the Nsiy I thought would produce rhe best results. My machine 
gunner, Todd Ohman, said that my plan uus c4ay but rbat he 
had a better one and that T should use hi» plan. I earned to do 
it my way and didn’t listen to *1 odd — when I should have -and 
the ambush produced only margitud results, lodd had aniK'lpar- 
ed a prolilem rlut dki in fact present itadf, but because I was in 
charge and still iearmng (he tride at thar poinr, 1 didn’t listen. In 
fact, attcr the ambaab was sprung, my team was s'ery nearly 
ambushed by a counterambush team Todd's plan would base 
avxiidcd that ccant. 

I lie next time, I listened to Todd, 

Fire Support Plan 

The cue my h fire support plan must be considered and 
planned against trom the start. By utiUxmg real-biDC radio com- 
mumcatioii&. wiiere the ambi»h team has direct comm with the 
counterHre support team, the ambush comniander can inlbrm 
the counrerfire support team that his ambu^ is in progress and 
that he should now* prex*€nt the enemy fire support unit trom 
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doing ns ]ob. So we see that this lea m is in feet che ambosh 
team's fire bupport unit. 

'I he enemy fire supporr unit’s position must be rcconnoi- 
lered carefully if it b to be engaged effectively; never assiimc Thai 
you can take it out easilv with a single means. For instance, if you 
cipccc the enemy compam commander to use his oi^anic mor* 
caiMx his pnnury means of fire support -because thath what be 
has done in the past and ihai’s what hi* mamiali say to di>— and 
you intend to take those momr* our with sharps htx>tcni, you 
would be diMiuycd to find that he lias Jug in his mortars and 
they are now wry diiBc-uh or impossible t<i engage with direct- 
fire weapon* like rifies. 

If you firsi rccun the mortar posh i on you cm hciier select a 
means of cnga>^'lne^« Use the combined arm< concept to pm 
rhe fire suppon u me in a dilcnuna, and have plan B ready (o go. 
(Can you now see why it is so inip<ifTani to always he keeping an 
eye on Hie enemy' Ciiinmg and mamraming visual contact is cru- 
cialM Consider Hut you mav lie able to simply reduce his lire 
suppon unii’s ability to deliver eftbetive fire; if he Is asing tncir 
tan>, cry to knock dfvwn Ivis aiming stakes wirh grenades and your 
<m*n instircct firw. Once those stakes arc down h« tire* become 
lew aexurace, and il a mortar crewman arrempb to replant diem, 
your sni|Vfr can ang him. But the mortars may be following in 
trace of the maneuwr dements rather than hemg lest in the bnse 
carap. If this is the ca.se. die «nbu.sh might be planntsl so that ic 
purs the mortarx m a poor firing i>o$ition [beneath thick canopy 
so that their round* can ’the fired.or in a muddy field rhar makes 
seating ihe base plate very ditficult;. 

Still, a smart company commander will have a Hre suppori 
plan tiiar intends to arilire more than jusi his organic mortars; 
he might luve larger, noiiorganic mortars, artillery, or even close 
air support on cill. The guerrillas’ ambush, if sprung enrrealy 
Itiiat U, etireraely liM and faul ). will not be vulnerable to these 
urapo.ns sy*tciro. Neveftheiew, the giiernlla tbtxe must be pre- 
pared to rccci\*e pumiing fires from these weapons as it W'iili- 
draw^, making maainuim dispenion very important. 



U?<OLa COVK U‘ DAtKNFIS 

203 



Reserve Considerations 

The enenw, when operadn^ at strcngihs beJow Isartalion 
lew I (compoev, pljifTon, and squaJl. arc M.CTovhat iinlikeK' lo 
have a reserve coinponcnc at night because of command otkI 
cojnrpj problems inherent in operations. Therefore, since 
few \f any of your guerrilla operations will conducted agaiact 
units larger than a compoiiv, and given that mosi of your opera- 
tions w.iil be conducted at mght, ytm will not often be forwxl lo 
connidcr the coctny’s reserve force. However, ft* the simadon 
puts the enemy in a vcjv narrow or otherwise rcsrnctcd zone of' 
action that does not lend iaclf Well to using iheir emirc force « 
maneuver clcineius, or if the commander's scheme of maneuver 
necessitates the exposing of one of his rlanks tv rear, the enemy 
may choose to keep a platoon in reserve ; if i he mm is a compa 
ny). By carefully uwiching the placement ^that rcKTve clenieni 
and i& scciirrr^' mestsures. ihe guerrllas can determine w'hcchcr 
the reserve ekmcnc kse ft* i> vulnerable to aiiack. 

In this situation, w'hcrc the reserve elemem is used liy ihe 
enemy commander to pros'ide sccutttv' along his flank or rear, the 
guerrillas are looking for it gup. litis mighc be rhe reserve not 
retwaiiiing siifTicientk elewe to the main body during ilwir maneu- 
ver, thus leaving it exposed, or it mtgln become c.xposcd when left 
ar the line of dcpirtiuv to aw-ait die commaivd lo crane forward, 

'Iraining in night operations is alss'av*^ near the (roue ofihc 
guerrilla katicr's eoitcecns. No guerrilla unit can ever spend too 
much time training m everything trum individual night move- 
ment tu intricate night ambushes. 
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Open this bcx>t nnd to Switzerland. Sai^c)n, 
Cubas Sierra Macslra. and posl-WbrIH War [I China, 
where wu will becerme Ihc con^iimmale student cjf 
clandestine warfare as practiced by uctnrious guerrillas 
for thousands uf vears. 

-‘VrthoT Bob Xw-man spent lime Uith training 
gnerrilla forces arid trying to crush tliem in his 20 years 
of serv'ice as a US. Marine, jrid here lie pulb ud 
punches. NesMiian leads novice and evpericiKcd com- 
bn I \xntj[V!T alike inln the grim, \*inlem worl<l of guer- 
rilla warliarc- Drawing examples from ih rich Imtory 
and aijplying prostfri c-oncepb. techniques, and princi- 
ples of Icadcrxhip, Ucilcs. and opc.'ahonal art phis his 
own global experiem e honed by vears on the forward 
edge of llic liattle area. Newman teaches exactly what 
you nm>t know to win on the Iwtrfeficld as a guerriHa 
leaderr basic ficldcraft; mines aii<l booby tnipj; 
ambled I es. tunnel coiumiction and strategy; urban ami 
nocluma) tactics; interrogsition. imloctfinalion. and 
exploitation; psyups; and nrndi mure, Wliethcr you are 
going iimi battle or just wiim to leam how guerrillas 
tliink. fight, and snrvh'C. tins l>uok has it all. Foracade^ 
mic ttutS' onh\ 
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